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vims    of   M;icNauo;ht  of  Kilquhunity  (Galloway)  from  whom  the  Nova  Scotia  and 
Virginia  families  of  MacNutt  trace  their  descent. 
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Section  II.,  1911.  [23]  Trans.  R.  S.  C. 

Colonel  Alexander  McNutt  and  the  Pre-Loyalist  Settlements  of  Nova 

Scotia. 

By  Ven.  Archdeacon  W.  O.  Raymond,  LL.D. 
(Read  May  17,  1911.) 


Introductory. 

This  paper  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  one  read  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society,  entitled  "Nova  Scotia 
under  English  Rule :  from  the  Capture  of  Port  Royal  to  the  Conquest 
of  Canada."  In  the  former  paper  the  writer  endeavored  to  show  that, 
apart  from  the  establishment  of  a  military  post  at  Annapolis  Royal  and 
of  a  small  garrison  at  Canso,  little  was  done  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
century  to  maintain  English  prestige  in  Nova  Scotia.  So  far  as  the 
French  inhabitants  were  concerned,  the  cession  of  Acadia  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713,  effected  little  more  than  a 
nominal  transfer  of  political  allegiance.  Nearly  forty  years  elapsed 
after  English  sovereignty  was  acknowledged,  before  there  was  any 
real  attempt  at  English  settlement.  It  is  true  that  proposals,  more 
or  less  indefinite,  were  made  at  various  times  looking  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  English  settlers,  but  nothing  came  of  the  proposals. 

The  half-century,  from  the  capture  of  Port  Royal  by  Nicholson 
to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  proved  a  period  of  unrest  both  in  Europe 
and  America  and  was  fraught  with  momentous  issues.  Throughout 
this  period  the  English  held  Acadia  by  a  very  feeble  tenure,  and  at 
times  it  seemed  more  than  probable  that  the  country  would  revert 
to  its  former  owners.  Little  was  done  for  its  development;  indeed,  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  in  England  knew  little  about  Nova  Scotia 
and  probably  cared  less.  The  attitude  of  the  ministry  reflected  in  a 
measure  the  sentiment  of  the  people — it  was  one  of  unconcern.  There 
was  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  conditions  existing  even  on  the  part  of 
those  who  should  have  been  better  informed. 

Misconceptions  as  to  the  climate  and  resources  of  Nova  Scotia 
were  perpetuated  in  the  minds  of  the  English  people  for  generations 
by  their  own  historians.     In  the  schools  of  the  maritime  provinces 

Sec.  II.,  1911.    3. 
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the  text  book  ^  studied  b}^  the  boys  and  girls  of  a  by-gone  generation, 
written  in  felicitous  EngHsh,  gravely  declared  that  "Nova  Scotia  was 
a  colony  where  men  might  be  imprisoned  but  not  maintained  " !  The 
historian  deplored  the  fact  that  England  and  France  should  have 
renewed  the  war  for  the  possession  of  so  barren  a  spot.  In  his  opinion 
the  founding  of  Halifax  by  Cornwallis  in  1749,  was  an  act  of  doubtful 
policy.  Halifax,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  established  largely  by 
disbanded  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  and  Goldsmith  mournfully 
observes :  "  Thus  did  the  nation  ungratefully  send  off  her  hardy  veterans 
to  perish  on  inhospitable  shores,  and  this  they  were  taught  to  believe 
would  extend  their  dominions." 

Fortunately,  as  time  went  on,  the  Earl  of  Halifax  and  some  of  the 
more  far-sighted  statesmen  awoke  to  the  necessity  of  making  Nova 
Scotia  a  strong  British  colony  in  the  interest  of  the  nation  at  large. 
The  establishment  of  Halifax  as  a  military  post  was  a  first  step  in  that 
direction.  The  project  had  been  already  discussed  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  As  early  as  1718,  Captain  Coram,  a  famous  projector,  pro- 
posed a  scheme  for  an  extensive  settlement  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  Sir  Alexander  Cairnes,  James  Douglas  and  Joshua 
Gee  petitioned  the  Crown  for  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  at  Chebucto, 
extending  upon  the  coast  five  leagues  north-east  and  five  leagues  south- 
west of  that  harbor.  They  proposed  to  build  a  town,  and  to  improve 
the  country  round  it  by  raising  hemp,  making  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine; 
and  they  undertook  to  settle  a  certain  a  number  of  families  (to  consist 
of  200  persons)  within  three  years. 

The  Lords  of  Trade  favored  the  enterprise,  but  it  failed  to  gain 
the  approval  of  the  King  in  council.^  Two  years  later  Governor  Philipps 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  province  would  never  be  of  any  con- 
sequence in  trade  until  the  seat  of  government  was  removed  from 
Annapolis  Royal  to  the  south-eastern  coast  at  Port  Roseway  or  La 
Have.  He  states  as  a  reason  for  his  opinion,  that  Annapolis  Royal 
''is  so  much  of  an  out-of-the-way  place,  and  navigation  so  dangerous 
that  not  one  ship  in  one  thousand  years  will  ever  come  there  that  is 
not  sent  with  stores  for  the  garrison  or  some  other  express.''^ 

What  would  Marc  L'Escarbot  have  thought  of  this  reflection  on 
the  superb  basin  of  Port  Royal?  L'Escarbot  designated  it  "the  most 
beautiful  earthly  habitation  God  ever  made  ....  a  port  that 
can  securely  harbour  twenty  thousand  ships,  being  twenty  fathoms 


^  Goldsmith's  School  History  of  England,  see  pp.  339,  340. 
"^  Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  I,  pp.  350,  351. 
?  Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  I,  pp.  368,  369. 
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deep  at  its  entrance,  a  league  and  a  half  in  width  and  four  leagues 
long."  ' 

Paul  Mascarene,  however,  seems  to  have  shared  the  views  of 
Governor  Philipps  as  to  the' advisability  of  placing  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment at  some  convenient  port  on  the  Altantic  coast,  for  in  a  description 
of  Nova  Scotia  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  British  Government 
about  this  time  he  writes:  "If  duly  protected  with  a  fort  and  garrison, 
Canso  would  be  likely  to  become  the  chief  place  of  trade,  though  not 
so  conveniently  situated  for  a  seat  of  government  as  Port  Roseway, 
La  Have,  Marligash,  Chebucto,  etc."  ^  Thus  was  foreshadowed  the 
choice  of  an  Atlantic  seaport  as  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  not  until 
nearly  thirty  years  later  was  the  project  realized,  and  even  then  the 
founding  of  Halifax  by  Cornwallis  must  be  regarded  as  a  military 
movement  rather  than  the  beginning  of  an  intelligent  scheme  of  coloniza- 
tion or  attempt  at  developing  the  natural  resources  of  Acadia. 

The  motley  group  of  so-called  settlers  at  Halifax  was  joined  by  a 
few  New  Englanders,  most  of  whom  had  been  at  Louisboiu'g  during 
its  recent  occupation  by  the  English.  Small  bands  of  European  Pro- 
testants, chiefly  Germans  from  the  Palatinate,  with  a  few  Swiss  of 
Alsatian  birth,  were  brought  over  at  government  expense,  and  after 
a  short  stay  at  Chebucto  were  lodged  in  a  new  settlement  on  Merliguesh 
Bay.^  But  outside  of  the  palisades  of  Halifax  no  sign  of  colonization 
appeared.  Meanwhile  the  clouds  were  again  beginning  to  darken  the 
political  sky.  In  1755  the  storm  broke.  The  descendants  of  the  first 
European  colonizers  of  Acadia  were  torn  from  their  homes  and  deported 
over  the  seas. 

The  expulsion  of  the  Acadians  was  regarded  by  Lawrence  and 
Shirley  as  preliminary  to  a  well  considered  plan  for  the  introduction 
of  English  inhabitants  into  Nova  Scotia  in  large  numbers.  On  the  eve 
of  the  expulsion  Lawrence  wrote  to  Colonel  Monckton : — "  When  the 
French  inhabitants  are  removed,  you  will  give  orders  that  no  person 
presume  to  take  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  until  a  plan  of  the  whole 
has  been  laid  before  me,  and  terms  of  encouragement  to  English  settlers 
deliberately  formed  and  made  publick." 

Lawrence  and  Shirle}^  had  begun  to  consider  the  details  of  the  plan 
of  settlement  when  war  with  France  broke  out  afresh,  and  in  consequence 
the  lands  tilled  by  the  exiled  Acadians  lay  desolate  for  the  next  five 
years.  The  two  governors  agreed,  early  in  1756,  that  steps  should  be 
taken  as  soon  as  possible  to  repeople  the  evacuated  lands  with  New 

^  See  Jesuit  Relations,  Cleveland  Series,  Vol.  I,  pp.  <37,  68. 
^  See  Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  I,  p.  :i96. 
^  Lunenburg.     See  Appendix  No.  L 
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England  settlers,  but  that  all  that  could  be  done  in  the  present  troubled 
state  of  public  affairs  was  to  publish  the  terms  upon  which  those  so 
disposed  might  settle  there  and  the  protection  they  would  receive  from 
any  enemy  that  might  be  disposed  to  molest  them.^ 

The  number  of  Acadians  residing  in  the  territories  now  comprisinji 
the  maritime  provinces  of  Canada  did  not  at  the  time  of  the  expulsion 
exceed  ten  thousand,  of  whom  between  six  and  seven  thousand  were 
expatriated  in  1755,  and  at  least  a  thousand  more  at  a  later  period. 
From  the  districts  of  AnnapoHs,  Minas,  Canard  and  Pisiquid  the  depor- 
tation was  complete,  a  few  stray  fugitives  only  excepted.  At  Cobequid 
the  inhabitants  had  timely  warning  of  impending  danger  and  most  of 
them  effected  their  escape.^  They  probably  sought  an  asylum  at  Isle 
Royale  and  on  the  Island  of  St.  Jean.  A  few  hundreds  were  deported 
from  Chignecto,  including  those  taken  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Beau- 
s^jour,  and  the  rest  driven  from  their  lands. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  few  years  a  large  number,  who  had  eluded 
the  measures  taken  for  their  deportation,  were  driven  from  their  retreats. 
In  October,  1758,  a  little  colony  was  removed  from  the  district  of  Cape 
Sable  by  Major  Robert  Morris.  At  the  close  of  the  next  year  more  than 
two  hundred  refugees  on  the  River  St.  John  surrendered  to  Colonel 
Arbuthnot  and  were  sent  to  Halifax.  About  the  same  time  a  still  larger 
number,  from  the  Miramichi  district,  many  of  them  on  the  verge  of 
starvation,  surrendered  to  Colonel  Frye  at  Fort  Cumberland.  In 
October,  1761,  Captain  Roderick  McKenzie,  of  Montgomery's  High- 
landers, surprised  and  captured  787  people  (men,  women  and  children) 
at  Nipisiguit  on  the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  of  whom  355  were  sent  to  Halifax. 

As  late  as  the  year  1764  more  than  a  thousand  unfortunate  Aca- 
dians were  still  detained  at  Halifax  in  a  state  of  semi-captivity;  but 
before  the  end  of  the  year  seven  hundred  were  allowed  to  sail  away  to 
the  French  West  Indies,  where  most  of  them  perished  miserably  of 
fever.  Sad,  indeed,  is  the  story  of  the  hapless  Acadians.  Few  of  those 
who  were  deported  ever  saw  again  the  fertile  meadows  their  hands  had 
tilled.^     Their  lands  "laj^  desolate  in  the  sight  of  all  that  passed  by." 

^  See  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  for  1910,  Section  II,  p.  84. 

^  "VMnslow  wrote  to  Governor  Lawrence  from  his  camp  at  Grand  Pre,  September 
29th,  1755: — "I  have  advice  from  Capt.  Lewis  of  the  25th instant,  that  the  Inhabit- 
tants  of  Cobequid  have  entirely  Deserted  that  Country  and  they  (the  troops)  began 
to  Burn  and  lay  waste  on  the  23rd  and  Intended  to  Finish  as  this  Day."  [Collections 
N.  S.  Hist.  Soc,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  155.] 

•  Dr.  Ifannay's  statement  (Hist,  of  Acadia,  p.  406)  that  "the  great  bulk  of  the 
Acadians  finally  succeeded  in  returning  to  the  land  of  their  birth"  is  clearly  a  mistake^ 
and  was  so  admitted  by  him  in  conversation  with  the  writer  of  this  paper  on  more 
than  one  occasion.  The  subject  is  ably  treated  by  Dr.  D.  Allison.  See  Collections 
Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Vol.  VII,  pp.  19-59. 
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Those  who  were  responsible  for  the  expulsion  had  hoped  to  sub- 
stitute almost  immediately  a  loyal  population  for  one  they  had  declared 
to  be  hopelessly  disaffected;  but  they  failed  for  some  time  to  find  set- 
tlers for  the  vacant  lands.  The  Lords  of  Trade  imagined  that  many 
of  the  New  England  soldiers,  who  had  served  at  the  siege  of  Beaus^jour 
and  assisted  at  the  deportation,  would  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
period  of  service  gladly  become  the  occupants  of  the  lands  from  which 
the  former  owners  had  been  removed.  But  in  this  they  were  dis- 
appointed. The  men  were  too  anxious  to  get  back  to  their  firesides  to 
tarry  in  Nova  Scotia  till  the  lands  were  surveyed  and  terms  of  settle- 
ment arranged.  At  the  same  time  they  were  doubtless  greatly  im- 
pressed with  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country. 

Before  any  definite  plan  had  been  decided  on  for  the  re-settlement 
of  the  lands,  war  with  France  broke  out  afresh.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  the  final  struggle  for  supremacy  in  America.  It  ended  with  the 
downfall  of  Quebec  and  Louisbourg  and  left  England  in  undisputed 
possession  of  Canada  and  Acadia.  Governor  Lawrence  and  the  Lords 
of  Trade  therefore  were  free  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  best  and 
speediest  way  of  making  Nova  Scotia  a  strong  and  loyal  colon^v. 


I. — Biographical  Sketch  of  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt. 

In  view  of  the  important  part  Colonel  McNutt  played  in  promoting 
the  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  days  of  Governor  Charles  Law- 
rence and  his  successors,  it  is  surprising  that  so  little  has  appeared  in 
print  concerning  the  man  or  his  antecedents.  Haliburton,  our  first 
Nova  Scotia  historian  of  note,  terms  him  "an  enthusiastic  adventurer 
from  the  North  of  Ireland."  This  statement  is  a  little  misleading,  as 
will  presently  appear.  Many  writers  affirm  that  he  spent  his  declining 
years  on  the  island  at  the  mouth  of  Shelburne  harbour,  which  still  bears 
his  name,  and  that  he  was  drowned  in  crossing  from  the  island  to  the 
mainland.  The  story  of  Colonel  McNutt 's  death  by  drowning  has  no 
warrant  in  point  of  fact.  How  it  originated  no  one  seems  to  know ;  but, 
like  many  a  tradition,  it  has  become  so  firmly  established  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity  that  it  will  in  all  probability  continue 
to  be  believed  and  the  story  to  be  told  in  spite  of  all  evidence  to  the 
contrary.  Tourists  will  come,  in  ever  increasing  numbers,  to  view  the 
attractions  of  ancient  Shelburne,  will  admire  its  beautiful  harbour, 
hsten  to  the  story  of  its  mournful  past  and  be  solemnly  told  that  McNutt's 
Island  is  the  spot  where  the  famous  old  colonizer  sleeps  his  last  sleep ! 
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Materials  for  a  biography  of  Alexander  McNiitt,  apart  from  official 
ilocuments  and  correspondence,  are  not  very  abundant.^  What  we 
have  at  hand,  however,  will  prove  of  very  considerable  interest. 

The  McNutts  were  of  Scotch  ancestry  though,  strange  to  say,  there 
is  no  such  name  in  Scotland  to-day  as  McNutt,  and,  what  is  even  more 
surprising  there  never  has  been.^ 

All  investigations  go  to  show  that  the  name  McNutt  was  formerly 
MacNaught,  and  that  the  McNaughts  were  originally  of  the  same  stock 
as  the  MacNaughtons  of  Argyleshire.  The  McNaughtons,  it  may  be 
noted,  in  passing,  were  Thanes  of  Lochtay  and  chiefs  of  a  powerful 
fighting  clan.  They  figure  in  history  as  strong  adherents  of  the  House 
of  Stuart. 

For  more  than  two  centuries  the  MacNaughts  lived  in  the  south  of 
Scotland,  at  Kilquhantie  in  Galloway,  where  they  possessed  landed 
estates  prior  to  1448.  Others  of  the  name  subsequently  Hved  in  Edin- 
burgh and  one  of  these,  a  John  McNaught,  succeeded  to  the  family 
estate  at  Kilquhantie  in  1641.  By  his  wife,  Florence  Gordon,  he  had 
a  son  John,  who  succeeded  to  Kilquhantie  and  its  diminishing  revenues 
about  1675.  The  records  show  the  gradual  impoverishment  of  the 
family,  and  at  the  close  of  the  century  John  McNaught  left  Kilquhantie 
with  his  four  sons,  Alexander,  William,  John  and  Samuel  and  crossed 
over  to  the  north  of  Ireland. 

In  her  "  Genealogies  and  Reminiscences,''  Mrs.  McCormick  observes: 
— "The  tradition,  handed  down  in  widely  divergent  branches  of  the 
family,  is  everywhere  the  same  in  asserting  that  John  MacNaught, 
last  of  his  name  in  Scotland,  crossed  to  Londonderry,  Ireland,  with  his 
four  sons,  and  that  the  names  of  the  four  sons  were  Alexander,  William, 
John  and  Samuel.     The  name  of  MacNutt  is  then  found  for  the  first 


^  Much  of  the  information  that  follows  has  been  gleaned  from  Mrs.  Henrietta 
Hamilton  McCormick's  "Genealogies  and  Reminiscences"  (G.  K.  Hazlitt  &  Co. 
Chicago,  1897).  Mrs.  McCormick,  on  her  mother's  side,  was  descended  from  a 
brother  of  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt. 

'^  This  statement  is  made  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Francis  A.  McNutt,  a  gentle- 
man well  informed  on  the  subject,  to  whom  the  author  is  much  indebted  for  timely 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  McNutt  says  that  when  Mrs 
McCormick  was  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  her  genealogies  of  the  family  she 
employed  agents  to  search  the  directories  of  the  principal  cities  in  America  and 
the  United  Kingdom  and  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  how  rarely  the  name  McNutt 
was  found  in  places  like  London,  New  York  and  Chicago.  In  Belfast,  Ireland,  one 
or  two  families  of  McNutts  were  found,  but  in  Scotland  none.  On  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  all  of  the  name  are  believed  to  be  descended  from  the  family  of  which 
Colonel  Alexander  McNutt  was  a  member. 
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time ;  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  formal  or  legal  change  of  the  name 
having  been  made.  The  change  was  effected  by  a  mere  simplification 
of  spelling,  and  the  name  continued  to  be  pronounced  much  the  same 
as  it  had  been/' 

The  McNutts  were  of  the  same  rugged  stock  that  gave  to  Ulster 
many  of  the  characteristics  its  people  yet  retain.  Their  crossing  over 
to  Ireland  at  this  particular  time  was  a  part  of  the  movement  that  led 
many  other  restless  spirits  to  leave  the  banks  of  the  Clyde  for  the  heaths 
and  downs  of  the  Foyle. 

Having  turned  their  faces  westward,  the  McNutts  somewhat  later 
3aelded  to  the  lure  of  the  call  of  a  yet  more  distant  west  and  emigrated 
to  America;  but  it  was  during  their  sojourn  in  Ireland  that  Colonel 
Alexander  McNutt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born.  ''No  re- 
searches," writes  Mrs.  McCormick,  "have  so  far  been  able  to  fix  the 
exact  date  of  the  birth  of  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt."  He  was  the 
oldest  son  of  Alexander — one  of  the  four  brothers  who  went  to  Ireland — 
and  was  born  in  Ireland  about  the  year  1725.  Alexander  McNutt,  sr., 
was  the  first  of  his  name  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  his  youngest  son, 
James,  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1738,  not  long  after  his  father's  arrival 
in  America.  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt  did  not  leave  Ireland  until  a 
little  later.  The  date  of  his  coming  to  America  is  uncertain;  but  it 
was  certainly  earlier  than  1753,  as  is  shown  by  the  court  records  of 
Augusta  county  in  Virginia.  He  had  obtained  a  good  education,  for 
those  days,  in  Ireland  and  was,  moreover,  a  young  man  of  excellent 
address.     This  proved  to  his  advantage  in  later  life. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Virginia  he  gained  the  good-will  of  Governor 
Dinwiddie.  The  governor,  in  1756,  sent  an  expedition  ^  to  ravage  the 
country  of  the  Shawnee  Indians  and  destroy  their  villages  in  retaliation 
for  outrages  they  had  committed  against  the  white  settlers.  Major 
Andrew  Lewis  was  in  command,  and  Alexander  McNutt  accompanied 
the  expedition  as  a  volunteer,  with  private  instructions  to  report  to 
Dinwiddie  the  subsequent  proceedings.  After  much  hardship  and 
with  some  loss  of  men  and  supplies  the  expedition  reached  a  point 
within  ten  miles  of  the  Ohio  river.  It  was  learned  that  the  Shawnese 
towns  were  a  short  distance  beyond  the  river.  A  council  of  war  was 
held  and  it  was  decided  that  in  view  of  the  distance  from  the  base 
of  supplies,  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  river  and  other  obstacles 
it  would  be  wise  to  retrace  their  steps.  Mr.  McNutt  urged  a  forward 
movement,  insisting  that  an  attempt  should  at  least  be  made  to  punish 

^  For  the  particulars  connected  with  this  expedition  the  author  is  indebted  to 
the  Hon.  William  A.  Glasgow,  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  a  great-grandson  of  Colonel 
Alexander  McNutt's  brother  John. 
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the  Shawnees  for  their  barbarity  in  murdering  and  pillaging  the  settlers. 
His  counsel  was,  however,  over-ruled  and  the  expedition  returned. 
Governor  Dinwiddie  was  greatly  chagrined  at  its  failure. 

Alexander  Withers,  in  his  "Border  Warfare,"  says: — "A  journal 
of  this  campaign  was  kept  by  Lieut.  McNutt,  a  gentleman  of  liberal 
education  and  fine  mind,  and  on  his  return  to  Williamsburg  he  presented 
it  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  by  whom  it  was  placed  in  the  Executive 
archives."  The  following  year  Major  Lewis  happened  at  the  seat  of 
government  and  was  asked  by  a  friend  what  he  thought  of  McNutt's 
critique  on  his  expedition  against  the  Shawnees.  He  replied  that  he 
had  never  heard  of  it.  Being  informed  where  it  was  he  acquainted 
himself  with  its  contents,  and  thereafter,  on  his  first  meeting  with 
McNiitt  on  the  streets  of  Staunton,  a  regular  "knock  down  and  wal- 
lowing in  the  mire"  ensued.  In  this  encounter  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  Major  Lewis,  from  his  prowess  and  great  strength,  eventually  got 
the  better  of  his  antagonist. 

Alexander  McNutt  continued  to  enjoy  the  favor  of  Governor  Din- 
widdie. He  had  the  art  of  pleasing  his  superiors  and  in  later  years  was 
as  successful  in  gaining  the  favor  of  Governor  Lawrence  and  the  Lords 
of  Trade  and  Plantations  as  he  had  been  in  obtaining  the  good  will  of 
the  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  arrived  in  America  at  an  eventful 
period.  Despite  the  French  and  Indian  wars  that  prevailed,  it  was  a 
time  of  rapid  development  in  the  colonies.  The  tide  of  immigration 
had  already  set  in,  and  from  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  young 
and  adventurous  spirits  crossed  the  seas  to  seek  their  fortune.  Many 
of  McNutt's  compatriots  of  the  north  of  Ireland  came  to  Londonderry 
in  New  Hampshire  and  other  parts  of  New  England,  and  he  seems  to 
have  kept  in  touch  with  them.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  his  first 
visit  to  England,  in  which  he  bore  letters  testimonial  from  Governor 
Dinwiddie,  was  with  the  design  of  promoting  the  development  of  the 
colonies  in  America.  He  delighted  in  the  promotion  of  great  schemes, 
and  while  in  his  lifetime  he  accomplished  much,  it  is  but  fair  to  add  that 
his  ultimate  achievements  were  insignificant  compared  with  his  plans, 
perhaps  we  should  say,  his  dreams.  He  was  rather  impatient  of  control 
and,  while  his  cheerful  optimism  was  contagious,  his  schemes  were  not 
always  well  considered  and  the  results  in  several  instances  proved  dis- 
appointing.    But  of  all  this  more  anon. 

Before  he  entered  upon  his  pathway  as  a  colonizer  McNutt  found 
scope  for  his  energies  in  the  stirring  events  that  attended  the  struggle 
between  England  and  France  in  America.  The  situation  was  one  that 
appealed  to  his  adventurous  disposition  and  for  a  time  the  spirit  of 
military  enterprise  dominated  his  career.     Naturally  a  free  lance,  he 
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did  not  connect  himself  with  any  single  military  corps  as  a  regularly 
enrolled  member,  but  was  attached  to  various  expeditions  in  the 
capacity  of  a  volunteer.  In  one  of  his  memorials  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
he  mentions  having  served  in  upwards  of  twenty  engagements  by  sea 
and  land,  always  as  a  volunteer,  and  that  he  had  never  asked  nor 
received  one  shilling  for  all  his  expenses  incurred  in  such  service. 

He  attended  General  Braddock  in  his  expedition  against  Fort 
Duquesne  and  was  one  of  his  staff  at  the  disastrous  wilderness  battle 
in  which  the  unfortunate  commander  was  slain.  George  Washington, 
another  Virginian,  was  one  of  Braddock's  aides-de-camp  in  the  same 
battle. 

Whether  Alexander  McNutt  served  in  a  military  capacity  at  the 
siege  of  Louisbourg  in  1758  or  not,  is  not  very  clear.  In  the  early 
spring  of  the  year  1760  he  was  in  New  England  and  assisted  in  raising 
three  hundred  men  for  His  Majesty's  service  at  Louisbourg  to  replace 
the  troops  withdrawn  for  the  relief  of  Quebec,  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  recapture  it  by  the  French. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  England  McNutt  was  the  bearer 
of  letters  from  Governor  Dinwiddie,  which  procured  him  an  audience 
of  the  king.  His  Majesty  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  rank  of  Colonel 
and  presented  him  with  a  sword  in  recognition  of  his  services.  The 
sword  is  still  preserved,  though  despoiled  of  its  silver  mounting,  chains 
and  ornamental  scabbard  by  a  party  of  the  Northern  Army  when  they 
raided  the  Valley  of  Virginia  during  the  Civil  War.  The  dismantled 
relic  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Alexander  Glasgow  of  Rockbridge 
county,  Virginia. 

Though  he  afterwards  showed  republican  proclivities  and  eventually 
sided  with  the  majority  of  his  countrymen  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
Colonel  McNutt  highly  valued  this  token  of  royal  favor.  As  long  as  he 
lived  he  wore  the  court  costume  of  the  reign  of  George  II,  with  buckles 
and  ornamented  buttons  of  silver,  and  trimmings  of  gold  lace,  a  cocked 
hat,  powdered  hair  and  top  boots.  His  sword  never  left  his  side,  and 
it  is  related  of  him  that,  when  quite  an  old  man,  one  of  his  nephews 
playing  about  him  and  climbing  on  his  knee  asked  him  why  he  always 
wore  a  sword?  He  replied,  "It  would  not  do  to  hunt  the  weapon  when 
the  enemy  is  at  hand."  ^ 

Senator  William  A.  Glasgow  ^  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  in  his  sketch 
of  Alexander  McNutt,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made, 
writes: — "His  dress  sword  was  in  a  silver-mounted  scabbard.     The 

^  Mrs.  McCormick's  Reminiscences  and  Genealogies,  p.  64. 
^  Senator  Wm.  A.  Glasgow  died  Oct.  I,  1910,  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  in  his  85th 
year. 
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writer  in  his  boyhood  has  handled  it.  It  fell  as  an  heirloom  to  one 
of  his  kinsmen,  who  is  doubly  connected  through  both  father  and 
mother,  in  whose  veins  flows  more  of  his  blood  than  in  any  other  living 
person.  During  the  late  civil  war  the  house  of  this  kinsman  was  sacked 
by  a  vandal  band  of  General  Hunter.  Sordid  greed  for  silver  stripped 
off  the  scabbard,  and  the  naked  blade  alone  remains  to  tell  the  tale, 
not  only  of  adventure  but  also  of  scandalous  robbery." 

Alexander  McNutt  never  married  and  his  enterprising  spirit  was 
untrammelled  by  domestic  ties.  His  brother,  John  McNutt,  from 
whom  most  of  the  name  in  Virginia  are  descended,  devoted  himself  to 
planting  civilized  life  in  the  wilderness  and  to  cultivating  the  arts  of 
peace.  John  McNutt's  sons,  however,  were  called  upon  to  play  a 
leading  part  in  the  wars  of  their  generation.  They  fought  against  the 
Indians  and  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  two  of  them  fell  in  the  Caro- 
linas,  following  the  standard  of  General  Greene  during  the  eventful 
campaign  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown. 
The  descendants  of  John  McNutt  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
service  of  their  country  and  have  included  such  men  as  Alexander  G. 
McNutt,  governor  of  Mississippi;  General  A.  G.  Jenkins,  who  fell  at 
Cloyd's  Mountain  during  the  Civil  War;  General  E.  Frank  Paxton,  of 
the  "Stonewall  Brigade,''  who  fell  at  Chancellorsville ;  Colonel  James 
K.  Edmondson,  who  lost  an  arm  at  Chancellorsville,  but  lived  to  serve 
his  country  in  positions  of  the  highest  trust  and  confidence,  and  others 
of  like  reputation. 

The  McNutts  of  Nova  Scotia  are  descended  from  William,  the 
second  son  of  Alexander  (Sr.)  and  Jane  McNutt.  This  WilHam  McNutt 
joined  his  brother,  Colonel  Alexander,  upon  his  first  expedition  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  1759.  At  this  time  the  two  brothers  appear  to  have  explored 
the  "  vacated  lands  "  on  the  shores  of  Minas  Basin,  and  to  have  visited 
other  parts  of  the  province  where  lands  eligible  for  the  purpose  of  settle- 
ment were  situate.  In  the  execution  of  his  colonizing  schemes  Colonel 
McNutt  received  valuable  assistance  at  the  hands  of  his  brother  Wil- 
liam and  others  of  his  kinsmen.  William  McNutt  married  shortly 
after  he  removed  to  Nova  Scotia  in  1761,  and  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
resided  on  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the  township  of  Onslow. 
He  was  accounted  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the  designer 
of  the  first  church  edifice  erected  in  Onslow.  His  eldest  child,  Mary, 
who  died  August  15, 1765,  was  the  first  person  buried  in  Onslow  cemetery. 

William  McNutt  was  accounted  a  keen  huntsman  and  in  the  stress 
of  early  days  at  Onslow  his  larder  was  many  a  time  replenished  when 
he  returned  from  his  excursions  to  the  woods  in  quest  of  game.  In 
addition  to  the  daughter  just  mentioned,  who  died  in  infancy,  he  had 
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sons,  Gideon,  Phineas,  William,  Samuel,  Abner  and  Rufus  and  one 
daughter.  His  oldest  son  Gideon,  born  in  1766,  married  in  1801, 
Elizabeth  Thomson  of  Onslow,  who  died  not  long  afterwards  leaving 
one  child,  who  was  named  John  Murray  Upham.  ^  This  son  sub- 
sequently went  to  the  State  of  Ohio  where  he  became  eminent  in  the 
legal  profession  and  was  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  State.  In  1828  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  afterwards  served  two  terms  in  the  State  Senate.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  fine  literary  taste  and  a  writer  of  no  mean  ability  in  verse  as 
well  as  prose.  His  death  at  an  early  age  cut  short  what  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  a  brilliant  career.  He  left  an  infant  son,  Joseph 
Gideon  McNutt,  who  followed  his  father's  profession  and  also  saw 
service  as  a  captain  in  the  Northern  Army  during  the  Civil  War.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Finle}^  Scott  of  Rockbridge  county  in 
Virginia,  the  ancestral  seat  of  the  McNutts  in  America. 

Of  this  union  was  born  Francis  Augustus  McNutt  ^  at  whose  instiga- 
tion the  preparation  of  this  paper  was  undertaken. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  limits  at  our  disposal  to  trace  further  the 
descendants  of  William  McNutt  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the  United  States. 
That  they  are  many  a  glance  at  Mrs.  McCormick's  incomplete  genea- 
logical tables  will  easily  show.  For  example,  Gideon  McNutt,  the 
eldest  of  William  McNutt's  six  sons,  had  by  his  second  marriage  with 
Jane  Lynds  of  Onslow  a  family  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  whose 
descendants  are  numerous  and  greatly  respected.*^ 

The  names  of  Alexander  and  William  and  the  Biblical  names  of 
Phineas,  Samuel  and  Abner,  frequently  repeat  themselves  in  the  later 

^  This  name  doubtless  was  given  as  a  token  of  regard  for  the  family  physician 
Dr.  John  Murray  Upham,  son  of  lion.  Joshua  Upham,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick.  Dr.  Upham  was  at  this  time  in  medical  practice 
at  Truro  where  he  married  in  1803  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Dickson,  M.  P.P. 

^  In  her  "Genealogies  and  Reminiscences"  Mrs.  McCormick  thus  refers  to  Mr. 
F.  A.  McNutt: -- 

"Francis  Augustus,  second  son  of  Joseph  and  I;aetitia  McNutt,  studied  at 
PhiHps  Academy  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  and  read  law  at  Harvard.  His  studies  were 
continued  in  Germany,  Mexico  and  Spain,  and  finally  at  the  Accademia  Ecclesiastica 
in  Rome.  In  1889  he  returned  to  America,  after  some  years  absence,  and  was 
appointed  by  President  Harrison,  Secretary  of  Legation  to  Constantinople,  and  in 
1892  was  transferred  in  the  same  capacity  to  Madrid,  where  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  administration.     He  also  holds  the  post  of  Chamberlain  at  the  Vatican." 

To  this  paragraph  it  must  suffice  to  add  that  Mr.  McNutt,  in  the  midst  of  a  busy 
life,  has  foimd  time  to  engage  in  literary  work.  His  "Fernando  Cortes  and  the 
Conquest  of  Mexico"  and  other  writings  are  marked  by  graceful  literary  style  and 
judicious  use  of  the  materials  at  hand. 

^  See  Historical  and  Genealogical  Record  of  the  first  settlers  of  Colchester 
County,  N.  S.,  by  Thomas  Miller,  pp.  381,  382. 
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generations  of  the  family.  Many  of  William  McNutt's  progeny  inter- 
married with  other  pioneer  families  of  Colchester  county  and  their 
offspring  proved  to  be  a  not  unimportant  factor  in  the  development  of 
that  section  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Members  of  the  McNutt  family  still  reside  upon  the  lands  originally 
granted  to  their  ancestor  at  Onslow.^ 

Before  we  proceed  to  consider  the  circumstances  under  which 
Alexander  McNutt  became  actively  concerned  in  the  development  of 
Nova  Scotia  we  must  turn  our  attention  to  the  initial  steps  taken  by 
Governor  Lawrence  in  1758-9  for  the  resettlement  of  the  lands  from 
which  the  Acadians  had  been  expelled. 

II. — Plans  for  the  Settlement  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Governor  Lawrence,  naturally  enough,  was  very  anxious  that  the 
lands  lately  tilled  by  the  Acadians  should  not  remain  unoccupied.  Had 
he  been  disposed  to  view  the  matter  with  indifference,  he  would  speedily 
have  been  roused  to  action  by  the  representations  of  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  under  the  vigorous  leadership  of  the  Earl  of 
Halifax.  In  a  letter  to  Lawrence  of  the  8th  July,  1756,  they  express 
their  sentiments  with  no  uncertain  sound  as  will  appear  in  the  quotation 
from  their  letter  which  follows : — 

"As  the  recall  of  the  2,000  New  England  troops  puts  an  end  to  any 
view  which  might  have  been  entertained  of  converting  them  into 
Settlers  upon  the  Lands  left  vacant  by  the  Transportation  of  the  French 
Inhabitants,  we  shall  remain  extremely  anxious  till  we  hear  what 
occurs  to  you  with  respect  to  the  Settlement  of  those  Lands,  the  which 
appears  to  us  to  be  an  object  of  utmost  importance  and  on  the  right 
determination  of  which  the  future  strength  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  greatly  depends.  As  these  lands  were  in  a  great  measure 
cleared,  and  are,  as  we  have  been  informed,  under  a  very  considerable 
degree  of  cultivation,  we  cannot  apprehend  that  any  great  difficulty 
should  occur  in  procuring  a  proper  number  of  Settlers  from  the  neighbor- 
ing colonies,  where  cleared  Lands  are  already  taken  up  and  consequent!}^ 
the  people  overstocked,  on  making  them  Grants  of  these  Lands  in  such 
moderate  quantitys  as  are  allowed  by  your  Instructions.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  consulting  with  the 
neighbouring  Governments  upon  this  measure,  and  the  means  of  carry- 
ing it  into  execution.     Every  delay  by  rendering  these  Lands  of  less  value 

*  There  are  many  descendants  of  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt 's  sister,  Mrs.  Wier, 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Colonel  McNutt  presented  his  son,  John  McNutt  Wier,  with  a 
valuable  property  in  Londonderry,  N.S.,  on  which  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a 
man  of  reputation  and  intelligence.  In  1827,  and  for  many  years  after,  he  repre- 
sented his  township  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province.  His  son  Arthur 
McNutt  Cochrane  Wier,  of  Maitland,  N.S.,  was  also  a  member  for  many  years,  of 
the  Assembly  and  later  a  member  of  the  I^egislative  Coimcil. 
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retards  the  peopling  of  the  colony  and  filling  it  with  hardy  and  industri- 
ous settlers,  and  as  this  is  the  chief  object  in  view  no  time  ought  to  be 
lost  in  attaining  it.  In  case  the  Plan  prescribed  by  your  Instructions 
for  the  granting  of  Lands  is  not  adapted  to  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  those  Lands,  either  with  respect  to  the  quantity  to  be  granted 
to  each  person  or  the  terms  of  cultivation,  and  other  terms  should  be 
desired,  we  expect  that  as  soon  as  you  have  received  any  proposition 
on  this  subject  from  the  neighboring  Governments,  or  have  digested 
any  scheme  yourself  which  appears  to  be  practicable,  you  will  acquaint 
us  with  it  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  laying  it  before  his  Majesty  that 
immediate  measures  may  be  taken  effectually  to  settle  and  people  the 
Province  and  fill  it  with  industrious  Inhabitants/^ 

(  The  continuance  of  war  with  France  and  the  hostility  of  the  Indians 
and  Acadians  interfered  with  any  immediate  attempt  at  colonization, 
and  it  was  felt  that  while  Louisbourg  remained  in  possession  of  the 
French  little  could  be  done  to  induce  the  farmers  of  New  England  to 
leave  the  homes,  where  they  lived  in  perfect  security,  and  settle  in  a 
situation  where  they  would  be  in  constant  peril.  Lawrence  showed  his 
desire  to  do  all  that  was  possible  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade.  In  a  letter  of  the  9th  November,  1757,  he  informed  them 
that  from  his  knowledge  of  Chignecto  and  the  Bay  of  Fundy  in  general 
he  was  assured  that  at  least  20,000  families  might  be  commodiously 
settled  in  the  districts  of  Chignecto,  Cobequid,  Pisiquid,  Minas  and 
Annapolis,  and  that  if  peace  were  restored  substantial  and  useful 
farmers  would  flock  there  from  every  part  of  the  American  continent.^ 

The  anxiety  manifested  by  the  Governor  and  the  Lords  of  Trade 
at  this  juncture  was  very  natural.  The  expulsion  of  the  Acadians  from 
the  territory  which  they  and  their  forefathers  had  possessed  for  nearly 
a  century  and  a  half  left  Nova  Scotia  with  a  European  population 
practically  confined  to  the  town  of  Halifax  and  the  German  settlement 
of  Lunenburg.  The  disadvantage  of  this  condition  of  things  appears 
very  clearly  in  the  long  and  earnest  correspondence  of  Governor  Law- 
rence with  the  Lords  of  Trade  concerning  a  legislative  assembly  for  the 
province.  The  expedient  adopted  in  1758  of  electing  sixteen  out  of  a 
House  of  twenty-two  members,  from  the  province  at  large  was  simply 
the  result  of  a  scarcity  of  constituencies.  In  their  desire  to  establish 
a  system  of  representative  government  before  the  arrival  of  the  set- 
tlers to  be  governed,  the  Lords  of  Trade  were  more  far-sighted  than 
Lawrence  who  viewed  the  plan  with  disfavor.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  quasi-military  rule  of  Governor  and  Council  at  Halifax  under  Corn- 
wallis  and  his  successors  was  essentially  harsh  or  inequitable;  but  it  was 
not  a  form  of  government  likely  to  attract  the  people  of  New  England. 

^  Murdoch's  Histoiy  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  II,  p.  331. 


36  THK  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

Liiwrence'y  voice  of  invitation  became  potential  only  when  he  was  able 
to  give  definite  assurance  that  the  settlers  would  find  in  the  new 
colony  political  institutions  similar  to  their  own.^ 

The  year  1758  was  destined  to  witness  not  only  the  organization 
of  the  first  legislative  assembly  within  the  confines  of  what  is  now  the 
Canadian  Dominion,  but  also  to  see  the  initiation  of  a  well  considered 
policy  for  the  settlement  of  the  province. 

An  interesting  letter  was  written  to  Governor  Lawrence  on  the  7th 
of  February  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  in  which  we  readily  discern  the 
guiding  hand  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  The  following  extracts  will  give 
an  idea  of  its  tenor  and  importance : — 

"It  has  given  us  great  pleasure  to  find  that  the  People  of  New 
England,  whom  you  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  to  be  desirous  of 
forming  a  settlement  in  Nova  Scotia,  have  not  laid  aside  their  intention 
of  carrying  their  plan  into  execution  when  a  proper  opportunity  offers. 
The  expedition  against  Louisbourg  not  having  taken  place  last  year 
was  certainly  a  good  reason  for  their  not  prosecuting  their  plan  then, 
but  we  hope  the  same  reason  may  not  exist  this  year,  we  shall  also 
hope  to  hear  that  their  proposition  will  be  again  revived,  and  that  it 
will  not  want  any  encouragement  which  may  be  derived  to  it  from  the 
success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  in  America. 

''  We  have  already  said  so  much  to  you  upon  this  important  point 
of  settling  the  vacated  Lands,  and  you  seem  to  be  so  fully  sensible 
of  the  great  advantages  which  would  follow  from  it  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  us  to  say  much  further  upon  it  at  present.  Nothing  which 
can  tend  to  accelerating  so  desirable  an  object  ought  to  be  left  untried, 
and  it  is  with  this  view  that  we  would  refer  it  to  your  consideration 
whether  it  might  not  be  of  some  service,  not  only  in  keeping  up  the 
Inclination  which  the  New  England  people  seem  at  present  to  have 
for  obtaining  settlements  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  also  in  exciting  the  like 
inclination  in  other  parts  of  America,  if  a  full  Description  of  those 
Lands  and  of  the  advantages  arising  from  their  peculiar  nature  and 
situation  was  to  be  published  and  dispersed  in  the  several  Colonies  in 
the  nature  of  an  advertisement  signed  by  you  and  containing  a  declara- 
tion that  you  are  ready  to  receive  any  proposals  which  may  be  made 
to  you  for  the  settling  the  same,  in  order  that  such  proposals  may  be 
transmitted  to  his  Majesty  for  his  approbation  and  direction." 

The  settlement  of  a  large  portion  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  Nova 
Scotia  within  a  period  of  but  four  or  five  years  after  the  capture  of 
Louisbourg,  must  be  considered  an  event  of  great  importance.  As  a 
movement  of  population  from  west  to  east  it  was  a  reversal  of  the  usual 
order. 

In  recent  years  the  New  England  immigration  has  not  infrequently 
been  confounded  with  the  coming  of  the  Loyalists,  which  it  preceded 

^  Collections  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Vol.  VII,  p.  03. 
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by  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  which,  in  its  influence  on  the 
political  and  industrial  development  of  the  peninsular  part  of  Nova 
Scotia,^  it  undoubtedly  surpassed.  Misconception  upon  this  point  is 
sometimes  found  even  among  the  direct  descendants  of  the  early  New 
England  settlers  themselves. 

Another  somewhat  prevalent  illusion  is  that  the  stay  of  the  New 
Engianders  in  Nova  Scotia  was  brief,  and  that  but  little  in  the  way  of 
permanent  settlement  was  effected.  '^  Nothing,"  says  Dr.  Allison, 
"  could  be  further  from  the  truth.  One  or  two  townships,  on,  or  near, 
the  Chignecto  isthmus  were  somewhat  affected  in  the  matter  of  popula- 
tion by  the  events  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  as  a  rule,  the  New 
England  element  has  been  the  most  tenacious  of  all  our  English-speaking 
stocks. ''2 

The  first  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia  met  at  Halifax  on 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1758.  On  the  12th  of  the  same  month  Governor 
Lawrence  issued  the  first  of  his  celebrated  proclamations  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  advantages  that  were  now  open  to  settlers  in  Nova  Scotia. 

[See  Appendix  II.  for  this  important  paper.] 

In  the  preparation  of  his  proclamations  and  description  of  the 
lands  it  was  proposed  to  settle,  the  Governor  doubtless  had  the  assistance 
and  advice  of  his  Council,  of  whom  Jonathan  Belcher,  Benjamin  Green, 
Joseph  Gerrish  and  Charles  Morris  were  New  England  men,  and  thor- 
oughly qualified  to  suggest  such  terms  as  would  be  likely  to  appeal  to 
their  friends  in  the  colonies  to  the  westward. 

That  the  proclamation  of  the  12th  October,  1758,  succeeded 
beyond  the  expectations  of  its  promoters  is  seen  in  the  correspondence 
of  the  time.  Within  three  or  four  years  5,000  settlers  from  New  England 
had  come  to  Nova  Scotia  and  by  1767  about  2,000  more,  besides  many 
from  the  British  Isles  and  some  from  Europe. 

One  of  our  most  painstaking  and  reliable  historians.  Dr.  W.  F. 
Ganong,  observes: — "As  one  reads  of  the  many  who  so  willingly  left 
the  comforts  of  the  older  settlements  for  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
one  wonders  what  could  have  induced  so  remarkable  a  migration."  ^ 
In  discussing  the  question  Dr.  Ganong  rightly  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  eyes  of  the  majority  of  people  of  those  days,  farm  life 
was  more  attractive  than  it  is  to-day  and  other  avenues  to  wealth  were 
few.  The  lands  open  to  settlers,  in  our  old  time  Acadie,  were  rich, 
and  their  value  was  seemingly  enhanced  by  that  peculiar  trait  in  human 

*  It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  that  in  1760,  Nova  Scotia 
included  the  maritime  provinces. 

2  See  Collections  of  N.S.  Historical  Society,  Vol.  VII,  p.  62. 

'  "The  New  England  Movement  to  Nova  Scotia."  See  Canadian  History 
Readings,  p.  218,  edited  by  Geo.  U.  Hay,  Ph.D.,  F.  R.  S.  C. 


38  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

nature  which  makes  "far-off  fields  look  green/'  as  well  as  by  the  seduc- 
tive language  in  which  Lawrence  had  advertized  them.  The  vision 
of  a  rich  country  beckoned  them  from  afar,  as  the  glitter  of  gold  draws 
men  to  the  Klondike  to-day.  The  New  Engianders  belonged  to  a  race 
which  rejoiced  in  adventure  and  was  ambitious  of  success.  Those 
who  in  the  French  war  had  seen  service  at  Louisbourg  and  Fort  Cumber- 
land or  had  been  employed  in  the  expulsion  of  the  Acadians,  were 
ready  to  confirm  the  statements  of  Lawrence  and  his  Council  as  to  the 
fertility  of  the  lands.  The  proclamation  was  widely  circulated  through- 
out New  England  and  excited  general  interest.  Thomas  Hancock/  then 
the  richest  and  most  influential  merchant  in  Boston,  was  appointed 
Lawrence's  agent  for  Massachusetts  and  Messrs.  Delancey  and  Watts, 
agents  for  New  York.  The  hard-headed  puritans  of  the  old  colonies 
were  too  cautious  to  transplant  themselves  and  their  effects  into  a  new 
region  without  due  consideration,  and  in  most  instances  those  disposed 
to  emigrate  associated  themselves  in  companies  and  sent  agents  to 
examine  the  lands  and  make  choice  of  desirable  locations. 

Lawrence  at  the  time  of  his  first  proclamation  stated  that  the 
lands  from  which  the  Acadians  had  been  expelled  contained  "upwards 
of  100,000  acres  of  interval  and  plow  lands,  producing  wheat,  rye, 
barley,  oats,  hemp,  flax,  etc.,  which  have  been  cultivated  for  more  than 
a  hundred  years  past,  and  never  fail  of  crops  nor  need  manuring.  Also 
more  than  100,000  acres  of  upland,  cleared  and  stocked  with  EngHsh 
grass,  planted  with  orchards,  gardens,  etc.  These  lands,  with  good 
husbandry,  produce  often  two  loads  of  hay  per  acre.  The  wild  and 
unimproved  lands  adjoining,  abound  with  black  birch,  ash,  oak,  pine, 
fir,  etc.  All  these  lands  are  so  intermixed  that  every  single  farmer  may 
have  a  proportionate  quantity  of  plow-land,  grass  land  and  wood  land, 
and  are  all  situated  about  the  Bay  of  Fundy  upon  rivers  navigable  for 
ships  of  burthen." 

There  was  undoubtedly  some  exaggeration  in  this  representation. 
The  extent  of  marsh  land  reclaimed  and  cultivated  by  the  French  was 
at  least  doubled,  and  there  was  still  greater  exaggeration  in  regard  to 
the  quantity  of  cleared  upland.  "  But,"  as  Dr.  Allison  quietly  observes, 
"  we  must  remember  that  to  this  day  immigration  agencies  do  not  aim 
at  absolute  accuracy  of  statement.  Good  land  there  was  and  an 
abundance  of  it — a  fact  to  which  many  a  New  Englander,  who  had 
served  at  Louisbourg  or  Beausejour,  or  who  had  run  trading  ventures 
up  the  Chiganois  or  the  Pisiquid  could  testify."  ^ 

'  Thomas  Hancock  was  uncle  of  John  Hancock,  the  first  signer  of  the  ''  Declara- 
tion of  Independence." 

'  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society  Collections,  Vol.  VII,  p.  63. 
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In  consequence  of  Lawrence's  advertisements  his  agent  in  Boston 
was  plied  with  questions  by  Alexander  McNutt  and  others  concerning 
the  terms  of  settlement — how  much  land  each  person  would  receive, 
what  quit  rents  and  taxes  would  be  required,  what  encouragement 
would  be  offered  to  the  settlers,  what  constitution  of  government 
prevailed,  and  what  freedom  in  religious  matters  might  be  expected? 
In  answer  to  these  very  natural  inquiries  a  second  proclamation  was 
issued  by  the  Governor  in  Council  on  the  11th  January  1759.  [See 
Appendix  III.]  This  document  is  rightly  regarded  as  a  very  important 
State  paper.  It  contains  the  solemn  assurance  of  the  Crown  in  regard 
to  constitution,  protection,  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  elective 
franchise.  It  has,  therefore,  not  inaptly  been  called  "the  Charter  of 
Nova  Scotia."  ^ 

In  this  second  proclamation  the  Governor  stated  that  he  was 
empowered  to  make  grants  of  the  best  lands  in  the  province.  That 
one  hundred  acres  of  wood  land  would  be  given  to  the  head  of  a  family 
and  fifty  acres  additional  for  each  person  in  his  family,  young  or  old, 
male  or  female,  black  or  white.  A  quit  rent  would  be  required  of  one 
shilling  per  fifty  acres,  the  rent  not  to  begin  until  t^n  years  after  the 
issue  of  the  grant.  Grantees  were  to  cultivate  or  inclose  one  third  of 
their  land  in  ten  years,  one  third  more  in  twenty  years  and  the  re- 
mainder in  thirty  years.  No  one  person  would  be  allowed  more  than  a 
thousand  acres,  but  on  fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  a  first  grant  the  grantee 
would  be  entitled  to  another  on  like  conditions. 

The  lands  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy  were  to  be  distributed  in  such  pro- 
portions of  interval  plow  land,  mowing  land  and  pasture  as  would 
suffice  to  maintain  the  families  settled  thereon. 

The  government  was  similar  to  that  in  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
the  legislature  consisting  of  a  Governor,  a  Council  and  an  Assembly. 
Townships  of  100,000  acres,  (about  twelve  miles  square)  if  settled 
with  fifty  families,  would  be  entitled  to  send  two  representatives  to  the 
Assembly.  The  courts  of  justice  were  constituted  like  those  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  other  northern  colonies;  and  as  to  rehgion, 
both  by  the  Royal  Instructions  and  by  a  late  Act  of  Assembly,  full 
liberty  of  conscience  was  secured  to  persons  of  all  persuasions.  Papists 
excepted.^ 

'  Haliburton's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  1,  p.  220. 

2  Such  an  exception  at  this  period  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise.  Great  Britain 
and  most  of  her  colonies  were  under  the  shadow  of  the  penal  laws.  However,  from 
the  first  organization  of  government,  Roman  Catholics,  while  labouring  under  civil 
disaljilities,  seem  always  to  have  enjoyed  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  The 
Nova  Scotia  legislature  in  1827  passed  a  Poman  Catholic  emancipation  act  largely 
through  the  influence  of  Mr.  llaUburton,  a  grandson  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  from 
Rhode  Island. 

Sec.  II.,  1911.     4. 
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Up  to  this  time  no  taxes  had  been  required  of  the  inhabitants.  To 
give  them  assurance  of  securit}"  all  settlers  were  promised  the  protection 
of  forts  established,  or  to  be  estabhshed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
townships  it  was  proposed  to  settle. 

l\l.—Thc  Neir  Encjhnid  Emigration.     E stahlishvient  of  the  TownshivH 
of  Horton,  Eahnouth  and  Cornwallis. 

The  stirring  events  of  1759  and  the  fears  entertained  as  to  the 
ultimate  success  of  Wolfe's  expedition  against  Quebec,  interfered  to 
some  extent  with  the  re-settlement  of  Acadia.  During  the  war  the 
Indians  were  hostile  and  some  of  the  French  fugitives,  goaded  by  the 
recollection  of  their  wrongs,  assumed  a  threatening  attitude  and  even 
attacked  the  agents  and  surveyors  who  were  employed  in  examining  the 
locations  for  townships. 

Correspondence  with  the  Home  Government  was  slow  on  account 
of  the  war  and  the  many  distractions  in  the  affairs  of  State.  Law- 
rence was  placed  in  an  exceedingly  awkward  position  upon  the  receipt 
of  a  letter,  written  on  the  1st  of  August  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  desiring  him  to  defer  all  proceedings  respecting  the  grant- 
ing of  lands  under  his  second  proclamation  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure 
should  be  known.  Long  before  the  letter  reached  him  negotiations 
had  been  set  on  foot  with  associations  and  individuals  in  America,  who 
were  promised  lands,  and  advance  agents  had  examined  the  lands  and 
reported  to  their  friends,  who  were  already  preparing  to  remove  and 
take  possession. 

Lawrence,  in  the  end,  succeeded  in  convincing  the  Lords  of  Trade 
of  the  vrisdom  of  his  measures,  and  on  the  20th  of  December  they 
submitted  for  His  Majesty's  approval  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
settlement  contained  in  the  second  proclamation.  Their  letter  to  the 
King  is  a  comprehensive  and  able  presentation  of  the  situation  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  well  worthy  of  perusal.  It  will  be  found  in  full  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  paper.^ 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1760,  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  were  approved  by  His  Majesty,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
vanguard  of  the  New  England  immigration  was  actuall}^  on  the  ground 
that  Lawrence  received  formal  notice  that  he  might  proceed  with  his 
plan  of  settlement.  The  position  of  a  colonial  governor  was  certainly 
not  an  enviable  one  in  those  days. 

Lawrence  was  by  nature  more  of  a  soldier  than  he  was  of  a  politician. 
He  would  gladly  have  shared  with  Wolfe  the  glory  of  the  capture  of 

^  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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Quebec  as  he  had  already  done  in  that  of  Louisbourg.  But  he  seems 
to  have  been  designedly  shut  out  of  the  campaign  of  1759.  General 
Amherst  condoled  with  him  in  his  disappointment,  intimating  that  he 
was  left  in  Nova  Scotia  as  a  province  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
which  at  so  critical  a  juncture  needed  the  care  of  an  experienced  and 
good  officer.  He  was  cheered  by  the  success  that  attended  his  attempts 
to  draw  settlers  from  New  England.  In  his  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
of  the  20th  April,  1759,  he  writes:— 

"I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that 
Agents  appointed  by  some  hundreds  of  associated  substantial  families, 
residing  in  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  are  arrived 
to  visit  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  chuse  lands  for  the  immediate  settlement 
of  two  or  more  townships,  if  upon  viewing  the  country  they  find  it 
answer  the  description  I  have  given  of  it  in  the  Proclamation,  and  the 
accounts  handed  about  by  the  different  people  who  have  transiently 
had  occasion  to  know  something  of  its  uncommon  fertility.  I  propose 
sending  them  away  in  a  few  days  in  one  of  the  Province  Vessells  with 
the  Principal  Surveyor,^  who  is  well  acquainted  with  every  department 
in  the  Bay,  and  who  I  am  persuaded  will  bring  them  back  perfectly 
pleased  and  satisfied  with  ever^-thing  that  falls  under  their  observation.  . 
On  the  return  of  these  gentlemen  from  the  Bay,  which  will  be  I  presume 
in  about  three  weeks,  should  they  appear  impatient  for  Grants  I  shall 
take  the  advice  of  the  Council  for  my  guidance  and  give  your  Lordships 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  every  part  of  our  proceedings." 

In  connection  with  the  New  England  immigration  we  note  that 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  Massachusetts  interest  centred  chiefly  in  the 
southern  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  to  which  settlers 
were  attracted  who  laid  the  foundations  of  many  of  the  well-known 
towns  along  that  coast.  In  eastern  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
more  interest  was  displayed  in  the  district  of  Minas  and  the  townships 
at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 

To  what  extent  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt  was  concerned  in  direct- 
ing the  tide  of  emigration  to  Nova  Scotia  from  the  old  colonies  it  is 
difficult  to  say.  He  himself  claimed  to  have  been  largely  instrumental 
in  sending  many  settlers  from  New  England  during  the  lifetime  of 
Governor  Lawrence.  To  this  claim,  however,  Lawrence's  successor, 
Belcher,  took  some  exception  as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

Early  in  April  five  agents  arrived  in  Halifax  who  came  to  inspect 
the  marsh  lands  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  report  the  result  of  their 
observations  to  their  friends  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  The 
agents  were  Major  Robert  Denison,  Jonathan  Harris,  Joseph  Otis  and 
Amos  Fuller  of  Connecticut,  and  John  Hicks  of  Rhode  Island.     They 

^  Charles  Morris. 
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discussed  with  the  Governor  and  Council  the  conditions  under  Avhich 
settlements  might  be  made,  and  received  assurances  that  the  vessels 
belonging  to  the  province  would  be  put  at  their  service  to  bring  the 
intending  settlers  with  their  stock  and  other  possessions  to  Nova  Scotia; 
that  arms  would  be  provided  for  their  defence  from  marauders;  and 
that,  as  the}^  were  the  first  applicants,  the  poorer  settlers  would  be 
furnished  with  provisions  by  the  government. 

In  his  interesting  account  of  the  coming  of  the  New  England 
Planters  to  Kings  County,  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Eaton  writes  as  follow^s  of  the 
exploring  voyage  of  the  first  Committee  from  New  England: —  ^ 

''That  the  agents  might  satisf}^  themselves  thoroughh'  regarding 
the  Minas  lands,  the  Council  sent  them  in  an  armed  vessel,  wdth  an 
officer  of  artillery  and  eight  soldiers,  to  visit  the  places  along  the  Ba}'  of 
Fundy  proposed  for  settlement.  Mr.  Morris,  who  was  not  only  a  member 
of  the  Council,  but  was  also  the  Chief  land-surveyor  for  the  province^ 
himself  from  New  England,  accompanied  the  party  to  give  information, 
and  if  necessary  to  lay  out  townships.  Around  the  southern  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia  the  party  sailed,  and  no  doubt  first  calling  at  Annapolis 
Royal,  proceeded  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  Grand  Pre  and  Piziquid,  at 
each  of  which  places  they  disembarked  and  spent  some  time.  It  was 
now  late  in  April  or  early  in  May,  the  orchards  were  in  their  earliest 
budding,  the  dykes  were  beginning  to  grow  green,  the  rich  uplands  were 
waiting  for  the  plow,  and  here  and  there  was  still  standing  some  lonel}^ 
barn,  or  perhaps  house,  that  had  escaped  burning  at  the  sad  time  when 
its  owner  was  taken  away." 

The  agents  returned  to  Halifax  w^ell  pleased.  Henceforth  Lawa'ence 
had  no  hesitation  in  sending  all  inquirers  for  townships  upon  a  similar 
tour  of  exploration,  for,  as  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  ''I  perceive  already  that  they  have  but  to  see  the  Lands  and  to 
be  in  love  with  them,  so  that  no  temptation  or  hardship  w^ill  be  sufficient 
to  carry  them  back  to  an  indifferent  country."  ^ 

The  four  Connecticut  agents  represented  an  association  of  330 
individuals,  and  they  immediately  entered  upon  an  agreement  to  settle 
a  township  at  Minas  ''joining  on  the  river  Gaspereau  and  including 
the  great  marsh  (Grand  Pre)  so  called."  The  township  was  to  consist 
of  100,000  acres  to  be  settled  by  200  families,  all  of  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut. Each  share,  or  "right,"  was  to  include  500  acres.  Each 
grantee  to  have  equal  proportion  of  the  cleared  and  improved  lands. 
The  lands  to  be  subject  to  a  3^early  quit  rent  of  one  shilling  for  every 
fifty  acres,  to  begin  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant.  The  grantees 
to  plant,  cultivate,  improve  or  enclose  one-third  part  in  ten  years,  one- 

^  See  Dr.  Eaton's  lately  published  (1910)  "History  of  Kina^s  County,  X.S.,'" 
p.  63. 

2  Letter  to  Lords  of  Trade  of  16th  June,  1760. 
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third  more  in  twenty  years,  and  the  remainder  within  thirty  years  of 
the  date  of  the  grant.  Each  grantee  to  plant,  within  ten  years,  two 
acres  with  hemp.^  One  share  to  be  set  apart  for  the  first  minister,  600 
acres  for  the  Glebe  land,  and  for  a  school  400  acres.  It  was  further 
provided  that  unless  fifty  of  the  grantees  with  their  families  should 
remove  into  the  Province  and  settle  themselves  in  the  township  accord- 
ing to  their  shares  and  allotments,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, that  the  grant  would  be  null  and  void.  The  grant  was  dated  at 
Halifax,  May  22d,  1759,  and  the  township  received  the  name  of  Horton. 
It  was  agreed  that  two  block  houses  ^  should  be  built  for  the  common 
defence  and  that  arms  and  ammunition  should  be  furnished  by  govern- 
ment; also  that  fifty  of  the  poorer  families  should  be  allowed  corn  at  the 
rate  of  one  bushel  a  month  for  each  person.  The  settlers  with  their 
moveables  and  stock  were  to  be  transported  from  New  England  at  the 
government's  expense. 

The  district  of  Canard,  on  the  shores  of  Minas  Basin  directly  north 
of  Horton,  was  established  as  a  township  and  named  Cornwallis.  It 
was  settled  at  the  same  time  with  Horton  and  by  persons  who  came 
from  the  same  colony,  Connecticut. 

Lawrence  discovered  that  50,000  acres  of  land  at  Minas  and  an 
equal  quantity  at  Chignecto  had  been  granted  in  1736  by  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Council  of  Nova  Scotia  to  themselves  and  other  persons.^ 
Not  more  than  one  or  two  of  the  grantees  remained  in  the  province. 
None  of  the  conditions  of  the  grants  had  been  performed,  and  there  was 
no  prospect  of  improvement  of  the  lands  or  of  the  payment  of  £8,000 
quit  rents  due  the  Crown.  Industrious  farmers  having  lately  made 
application  for  the  lands,  the  Governor  took  proceedings  to  have  them 
escheated  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  grant  them  to  the  persons 
who  had  applied  for  them.  In  his  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  of 
September  20,  1759,  he  estimates  the  expense  of  transportation  of  the 
settlers  from  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  with  their  stock  and 
effects,  and  furnishing  them  with  a  quantity  of  corn  at  £1,500.  He  was 
rather  apprehensive  (and,  as  the  event  proved,  with  good  reason)  that 
this  expenditure  might  be  criticised  in  England,  and  he  writes  in  an 
apologetic  tone,  "I  am  sensible  your  Lordships  will  esteem  the  Lands 

^  The  production  of  hemp  for  cordage  for  the  Royal  Navy  was  deemed  an  object 
of  importance,  and  its  cultivation  made  a  condition  of  the  grants  in  the  North 
American  colonies.  Its  production  in  Nova  Scotia  speedily  declined  until  in  the 
days  of  Haliburton  the  quantity  was  "hardly  sufficient  for  criminal  purposes." 

^  The  site  of  one  of  the  block-houses  is  shown  in  Charles  Morris'  plan  of  Minas 
Basin.  The  block-house  is  marked  "Fort  Montague"  and  stood  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Gaspereau  river  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth.     See  accompanying  plan. 

*  For  location  of  these  grants  and  names  of  grantees,  see  Murdoch's  History 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  1,  pp.  519,  520. 
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sufficiently  valuable  in  themselves  to  tempt  Settlers  without  any  other 
consideration,  and  that  the  expence  of  Transportation  and  of  Corn  to  be 
purchased  might  have  been  saved.  Upon  this  point  the  Council  de- 
liberated much,  and  spared  no  pains  to  satisfy  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  people  to  take  up  the  Lands  that  they  coidd  in  reason  expect  no 
such  assistance,  but  without  effect;  they  were  not  to  be  worked  upon, 
and  had  we  refused  the  Bounty  they  asked,  who  were  the  People  (as 
they  expressed  themselves)  that  broke  the  Ice,  I  have  good  reason  to 
apprehend  that  as  they  were  the  first,  so  they  would  have  been  the  last 
and  the  only  ones  we  should  have  seen  on  that  errand.  They  would 
have  returned  disgusted  and  have  given  such  description  of  the  country 

as  must  have  discouraged  others  from  even  thinking  of  it 

Now^  that  such  numbers  have  followed,  the  Province  bids  fair  to  be  of 
high  importance  to  the  Publick;  to  grow  rich  and  populous  at  once; 
and  from  being  as  it  w^ere,  nothing,  to  get  out  of  its  leading  strings  and 
to  repay  with  interest  the.  heavy  expence  of  nursing  it  whilst  in  its 
Infancy." 

The  Lords  of  the  Trade  were  rather  horrified  to  find  that  the  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  the  new  settlements  amounted  in  1760  to  the 
large  sum  of  £5,475  17s  4d  sterling. 

They  accordingly  wrote  in  strong  terms  to  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher: 
— "There  is  nothing,  Sir,  that  requires  more  of  your  present  care  than 
the  Introduction  of  the  new  Settlers,  a  work  which  your  Predecessor  did 
not  live  to  complete.  And  tho'  he  seems  in  general  to  have  pursued 
this  object  with  a  considerable  degree  of  zeal,  yet  in  some  particulars 
we  think  his  conduct  has  been  extreamly  exceptionable,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Expence  incurred  in  the  Introduction  of  Settlers  from 
New  England  in  the  course  of  the  last  yes.Y.  He  must  have  known  from 
the  beginning  that  the  estimated  sum  was  too  low  to  answer  his  plan 
in  the  extent  which  he  proposed  it,  and  he  seems  purposely  to  have 
given  in  an  estimate  impracticably  moderate,  in  order  to  procure  the 
consent  of  the  Board  to  a  design  to  which,  if  he  had  marked  out  the  real 
extent  of  the  charge,  they  never  would  have  agreed.  After  having  by 
this  means  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  Board  he  took  advantage 
of  their  concession  to  involve  the  Publick  in  an  Expence  which  we  can 
neither  approve  nor  avoid. '^ 

Lieut.  Governor  Belcher,  to  his  credit  be  it  said,  valiantly  defended 
the  honor  of  the  deceased  Governor,  claiming  that  much  of  the  expendi- 
ture was  unforeseen  by  his  predecessor  but  was  absolutely  necessarj-, 
otherwise  the  measures  that  had  been  set  on  foot  to  bring  settlers  to  the 
province  would  have  resulted  in  failure. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1759,  John  Hicks  of  Rhode  Island  and  Amos 
Fuller  of  Connecticut,  laid  before  His  Excellency  at  Halifax  proposals 
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for  a  third  township,  south  of  Horton  on  the  north  side  of  the  Avon 
river,  promising  to  settle  there  by  the  end  of  October  fifty  famiHes^ 
and  as  many  more  by  the  1st  of  September  following;  the  township  to 
have  military  protection  and  the  same  advantages  of  transportation 
and  suppHes  as  Horton  and  Cornwallis,  and  to  be  called  the  township 
of  Falmouth. 

The  wide  spreading  fertile  marsh  lands  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  had  proved  a  lure  to  the  early  French  settlers.  Many  of  those 
who  were  the  first  to  establish  themselves  on  the  shores  of  the  Basin 
of  Minas  came  from  the  lovv^  marshes  of  the  province  of  Saintonge,  on 
the  west  coast  of  France,  and  were  accustomed  to  dike-building  and 
the  construction  of  aboideaux.  To  this  day,  it  may  be  said,  no  class 
of  workmen  are  as  expert  dike  builders  as  the  Acadian  French.  The 
broad  fertile  meadows  of  Grand  Pre,  Canard  and  Piziquid,  left  un- 
occupied after  the  expulsion  of  the  Acadians,  looked  very  inviting  to 
the  New  Englanders,  and  well  they  might,  for  it  has  been  estimated 
that  their  descendants  now  derive  from  them  an  income  aggregating  not 
less  than  one  million  dollars  per  annum. ^ 

Dr.  Eaton  writes: — "Of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Horton  and 
Cornwallis  too  much  cannot  be  said.  Besides  the  present  fifty  thousand 
acres  of  beautiful  dyked  land  which  these  townships  contain,  a  rich 
alluvial  country  in  successive  epochs  reclaimed  from  the  sea,  there 
are  perhaps  seventy  thousand  acres  of  tilled  upland  where  grains  and 
root  crops  grow  luxuriantly,  and  where  apple,  pear  and  plum  orchards 
come  to  magnificent  fruitage." 

The  Bay  of  Fundy  is  far-famed  by  reason  of  its  tidal  phenomena.^ 
To  tidal  action  is  due  the  existence  of  the  alluvial  tracts  on  the  shores 
of  Minas  Basin  and  other  places  at  the  head  of  the  Bay,  which  are 

^  History  of  ffings  County,  N.S.,  by  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Eaton,  p.  15. 

^  The  late  Frank  Herbert  Eaton,  D.C.L.,  in  an  article  in  the  Popular  Science 
Monthly  for  June,  1893,  gives  a  graphic  description  of  the  tides  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
from  which  this  footnote  is  chiefly  gleaned.  The  vast  volume  of  tidal  water  moving 
slowly  shoreward  in  the  North  Atlantic,  is  borne  upon  the  continental  coast  until  it 
is  gathered  into  the  sickle  shaped  bay  between  Cape  Sable  and  Cape  Cod.  The 
water  sweeping  around  the  curved  coast  line  of  Maine  reaches  the  comparatively 
narrow  strait  between  Briar  Island  and  Grand  Manan.  Compressed  A^dthin  these 
closer  limits  it  flows  with  increasing  velocity  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  As  the  Bay 
narrows  and  grows  more  shoal  the  tide  runs  more  violently,  rising  in  St.  John  Harbor 
to  a  height  of  24  feet.  At  Cape  D'Or  the  current  divides,  the  northern  portion 
filling  Shepody  and  Chignecto  basins,  while  the  southern  rushes  through  the  narrow 
entrance  to  the  Basin  of  Minas.  As  it  passes  Capes  Split  and  Blomidon  the  swirling 
eddying,  foaming  tide  attains  a  velocity  of  ten  miles  or  more  an  hour.  Thus  twice 
a  day  the  low  and  unprotected  marsh-lands  which  former  tides  have  made  along 
the  Minas,  Shepody,  Chignecto  and  Annapolis  shores  are  covered  by  the  tidal  flood, 
while  in  the  rivers  the  mingled  salt  and  fresh  water  fills  the  channels  for  manv  miles 
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unlike  any  other  so-called  marshes  known  to  exist.  Every  incoming 
tide  bears  landward  its  burden  of  sediment  formed  by  the  action  of 
the  tidal  currents  upon  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  Bay,  and  during 
the  quiescent  interval  between  the  flood  and  the  ebb,  the  suspended 
sediment  is  precipitated  as  a  film  of  soft  and  glistening  mud  upon  the 
partly  dried  and  hardened  deposits  of  the  previous  tides.  Thus  layer 
after  layer  accumulates  of  the  fertile  marsh-land. 

''The  great  fertility  of  this  alluvium,"  writes  Dr.  F.  H.  Eaton, 
''may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  portions  of  the  AnnapoHs,  Com- 
wallis,  Grand  Pre  and  Cumberland  marshes  have  been  producing 
annually,  for  almost  two  centuries,  from  two  to  four  tons  per  acre  of 
the  finest  ha3\  Besides,  it  is  a  common  practice  after  the  hay  has  been 
removed  to  convert  the  marshes  into  autumn  pastures,  on  the  luxuriant 
tender  after-growth  of  which  cattle  fatten  more  rapidly  than  on  any 
other  kind  of  food.  Thus  virtually  two  crops  are  annually  taken  from 
the  land,  to  which  no  fertilizing  return  is  ever  made." 

Rather  less  than  two  years  before  the  expulsion  of  the  Acadians 
Lawrence  wrote  that  great  efforts  were  being  made  by  the  French  at 
Louisbourg  to  induce  them  to  withdraw  from  the  peninsula,  but  that 
the  greater  part  wTre  too  much  attached  to  their  lands  to  leave  them. 
In  view  of  the  opinion  formed  as  to  the  fertility  and  attractive  situation 
of  the  lands,  bj^  the  New  England  explorers  in  1759,  and  of  all  that 
is  said  in  their  favor  to-day,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  Acadian 
fugitives,  who  remained  furtively  in  their  hiding  places,  viewed  with 
bitterness  of  soul  the  coming  of  those  whom  they  could  not  but  regard 
as  intruders.  The  advance  agents  beheld  the  blackened  ruins  where 
the  Acadians  once  had  dwelt.  In  the  district  of  Grand  Pre  alone,  225 
houses,  276  barns,  11  mills  and  a  large  number  of  out-houses  and  sheds 
had  been  burned. 

IV. — Difficulties  with  Indians  and  Acadians,  the  Elements  and  the 

Lords  of  Trade. 

The  minutes  of  the  Governor  in  Council  at  Halifax  show  that  when 
once  the  tide  of  immigration  had  set  in,  applications  for  townships  came 
thick  and  fast.  On  the  22d  of  June,  1759,  committees  representing 
four  different  associations  in  New  England  appeared  before  the  Governor 
with  proposals  to  settle  "the  vacated  lands."     On  being  acquainted 

into  the  interior.  Local  conditions  largely  determine  the  great  diversity  in  the 
height,  velocity  and  other  tidal  phenomena.  In  some  places  the  extreme  elevation 
of  the  flood-tide  above  low-water  mark  is  as  great  as  sixty  feet.  In  some  rivers 
the  upward  flow  against  the  fresh-water  current  forms  a  rapidly  moving  wall,  or 
bore,  several  feet  in  height. 
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with  the  terms  on  which  the  lands  were  to  be  granted  they  appeared 
well  satisfied,  but  being  desirous  of  seeing  the  country,  arrangements 
were  made  to  send  them  in  one  of  the  government  vessels  to  make 
inspection.  A  grant  was  forthwith  agreed  to  be  made  on  the  north 
side  of  Annapolis  river  to  one  party  of  those  applying,  the  township  to 
be  called  Granville. 

Governor  LawTence  soon  after  contracted  with  Messrs.  Ainslie  and 
Ball  for  the  hire  of  their  vessels  at  10  shiUings  per  ton  a  month  to 
transport  the  settlers  from  Connecticut  to  Horton  and  Cornwallis. 

About  this  time  Capt.  Cobb  of  the  province  sloop  '^York"  wrote 
that  on  landing  at  Cape  Sable  with  the  committee  who  were  proposing 
to  settle  a  township,  they  were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  about  a  hundred 
Acadians  and  Indians. 

The  commander  at  Pisiquid  reported  that  a  like  body  of  Indians  and 
Acadians  had  appeared  before  his  fort  with  every  demonstration  of 
hostility,  remaining  some  days.  The  enemy  also  appeared  in  the 
environs  of  Lunenburg,  killed  two  men  at  Fort  Sackville,  three  at  Dart- 
mouth, three  at  the  River  St.  John  and  several  at  Annapolis  Royal. 
What  was  quite  as  alarming  to  those  who  were  preparing  to  remove 
with  their  families  and  effects  was  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Acadians 
had  taken  to  privateering.  Lawrence  writes  of  this  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  in  his  usual  energetic  style:  ^'Your  Lordships  will  be  surprized 
when  I  assure  you  that  these  land-Ruffians,  turned  Pirates,  have  had 
the  hardiness  to  cruize  on  our  coast,  and  that  sixteen  or  seventeen 
vessels,  some  of  them  very  valuable,  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  I 
have  represented  this  to  Admiral  Saunders  who  I  presume  wdll  take 
proper  measures  for  putting  a  speedy  and  effectual  stop  to  such  Depre- 
dations." 

The  Governor  asked  the  opinion  of  his  Council  whether  it  would 
be  wise  to  proceed  with  the  plan  of  transporting  settlers  from  Connecti- 
cut or  to  postpone  their  removal  till  the  next  spring.  John  Hicks,  one 
of  the  agents,  was  called  in  and  his  opinion  asked  whether  the  people 
would  prefer  to  come  at  once  or  to  wait  till  the  next  year.  Hicks  said 
that  they  would  esteem  it  an  indulgence  to  have  the  term  of  their  first 
settling  extended  till  the  spring:   this  was  accordingly  done. 

Applications  for  townships  continued  to  pour  in.  On  the  19th 
July,  there  appeared  Bliss  Willoughby,  Benjamin  Kimball,  Edward 
Mott  and  Samuel  Starr,  Jr.,  a  committee  from  Connecticut,  proposing 
to  settle  a  township  at  Chignecto.  They  were  allowed  a  vessel  to  convey 
them  to  the  place  and  were  promised  a  grant  on  their  return.  As  we 
do  not  hear  of  them  again  until  a  couple  of  months  later  it  is  evident 
that  they  made  a  pretty  thorough  inspection  of  the  country  adjoining 
the   isthmus.     The   present   County   of   Westmorland,   N.B.,   with  its 
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valuable  marsh  lands  then  formed  a  part  of  the  County  of  Cumberland. 
Surve3^or-General  Charles  Morris  wrote  in  1761: — ''This  County  of 
Cumberland,  when  fully  peopled  and  all  the  Marshes  improved,  will 
be  the  granary  of  Nova  Scotia."  The  agents  being  returned  from 
viewing  the  lands  at  Chignecto  appeared  before  the  Governor  in  Council 
on  the  28th  September  expressing  themselves  well  satisfied  with  what 
they  had  seen  but  proposing  some  extension  of  the  time  allowed  them 
for  settlement.  It  was  agreed  that  they  should  have  a  grant  of  a  town- 
ship and  that  fifty  families  should  settle  in  the  township  within  the 
first  year,  sevent3^-five  within  the  second  year  and  seventy-five  within 
the  third  year.  The  township  received  the  name  of  Cumberland.  The 
adjoining  townships  of  Amherst  and  Sackville  were  laid  out  about 
the  same  time. 

Agents  were  now  clamoring  for  lands  and  all  naturally  desired  to 
have  free  transportation  for  their  settlers  and  allowances  of  provisions 
— privileges  enjoyed  by  the  grantees  of  the  townships  of  Horton,  Corn- 
wallis  and  Falmouth.  But  this  Lawrence  was  compelled  to  refuse  in 
consequence  of  positive  instructions  from  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Indeed 
it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  offer  special  inducements;  a  species  of 
land  hunger  having  become  epidemic  in  New  England. 

In  his  address  to  the  House  of  Assembly  on  August  1st,  1759,  the 
Governor  observed  with  great  satisfaction;  *'Very  extensive  tracts  of 
the  vacated  lands  have  been  granted  to  industrious  and  substantial 
farmers.  Applications  for  more  are  crowding  in  upon  me  faster  than 
I  can  prepare  the  grants ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  the  well  peopfing 
the  whole  will  keep  pace  with  our  warmest  and  most  rapid  wishes." 

Among  the  applications  for  lands  was  that  of  Daniel  Knowlton  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  fifty-two  associates  for  a  tract  at  Cobequid.  It 
was  resolved  to  make  a  township  there  to  be  called  Onslow,  with  102 
shares.  It  was  also  resolved  to  grant  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Annapolis 
Royal  to  Messrs  Felch,  Evans  and  Bent  and  their  associates. 

In  connection  with  the  township  grants  of  1759,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  many  whose  names  appear  in  the  grants  did  not  come  to  Nova 
Scotia.  This  was  true  in  the  case  of  the  first  townships  in  every  county 
in  the  province.  The  reason  for  it  doubtless  was  that  when  some  ot 
those  who  had  been  induced  to  apply  for  shares  in  the  townships  came 
to  face  the  prospect  of  removal  from  their  old  homes,  and  learned,  more- 
over, of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians  and  Acadians,  they  gave  up 
the  idea  of  coming  and  relinquished  their  grants.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  new  men  caught  the  enthusiasm  for  removal  and  gave  in  their 
names  to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  withdrawals  of  the  others. 
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It  was  found  necessary  in  some  cases  to  surrender  the  original  grants 
and  take  out  fresh  ones  bearing  the  names  of  actual  settlers.^ 

In  all  the  townships,  hitherto  mentioned,  advantage  was  taken  of 
the  improvements  made  by  the  former  Acadian  occupation.  The 
general  plan  adopted  was  to  grant  a  township  to  a  number  of  proprietors 
who  afterwards  drew  their  shares,  or  rights,  by  lot.  Every  right  entitled 
the  owner  to  a  house  lot,  a  farm  lot,  a  wood  lot  and  a  marsh  lot. 

Five  other  townships  were  planned  along  the  south-west  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia,  commonly  called,  at  that  time,  the  Cape  Sable  shore.  The 
settlers  of  these  townships  came,  with  few  exceptions,  from  Plymouth, 
Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod,  and  the  localities  where  they  settled  are 
largely  peopled  by  their  descendants.^ 

Governor  Lawrence  continued  to  note  with  growing  satisfaction 
the  development  of  the  province.  In  his  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
of  the  20th  September,  1759;  he  wrote:— '^ I  make  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  every  acre  of  cleared  Land  in  the  Province,  as  well  as  the 
whole  coast  from  hence  to  Cape  Sable,  will  be  well  peopled  sooner  than 

heretofore  has  been  conceived  to  be  possible This  Town 

[Halifax]  and  its  environs  in  the  course  of  the  summer  have  been  sur- 
prisingly improved,  a  great  number  of  very  good  new  Houses  have  been 
erected,  as  many  bad  ones  repaired,  enlarged  and  beautified,  the  whole 
Beach  in  the  front  of  the  Town  is  made  good  by  Wharfs  and  Abuttments, 
and  the  inside  of  the  Church  will  be  handsomely  finished  in  a  month; 
the  Meeting  House  is  extremely  improved,  a  convenient  Stone  building 
is  almost  erected  on  the  Common  as  a  Work-house,  and  a  Light-House 
erected  at  Cape  Sambro  of  masonry,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  America. 
Most  of  the  people  have  money  in  their  pockets  and  many  of  them 
quantities  of  goods  in  their  shops.  Many  additional  lotts  have  been 
improved  and  inclosed  with  Stone  fences  within  the  Peninsula,  and 
all  this,  my  Lords,  seems  to  have  been  pretty  much  the  effect  of  the 
prospect  that  opened  upon  the  appearance  of  the  new  Settlers.  Fleets 
and  armies  indeed  have  introduced  sums  of  money  amongst  us-,  but  if 
that  ceases  with  war.  Peace  will  put  our  Farmers  in  a  state  of  security 
and  on  the  road  to  riches  by  more  wholesome  and  more  lasting  means. 
The  people  that  take  up  the  lands  of  La  Have  and  Port  Senior  are 
Fishermen  from  Plymouth  in  New  England  and  dealers  in  Lumber 
from  other  parts  of  that  Province.  They  are  coming  amongst  us  with 
views  of  entering  immediately  on  those  branches  of  business.     Those 

^  The  first  grants  to  intending  settlers  in  Horton  and  Cornwallis  were  issued 
May  21st,  1759.  A  new  grant  of  Horton  township  was  passed  on  May  29th,  1761, 
and  a  new  grant  of  Cornwallis  on  Jul}^  21st,  1761.  In  the  later  grants  the  names 
of  actual  settlers  appeared. 

^  Collections  of  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Vol.  VII,  p.  68. 
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for  Cape  Sable  are  Fisliermen  likewise,  so  that  in  a  few  years  it  may 
be  hoped  from  the  natural  advantages  we  have  in  point  of  situation 
for  carrying  on  the  Fishery,  that  all  the  Fishermen  to  the  Westward 
will  flock  to  this  country." 

In  his  letter  Lawrence  enclosed  the  following  list  of  townships  which 
had  been  arranged  for  within  a  year  from  the  date  of  his  first  procla- 
mation:— 


Time  of  Arrival 

Time  of  Arrival 

Time  of  Arrival 

Township. 

Families 

and   number  of 

and  number   of 

and  number   of 

to  be  settled. 

First  Settlers. 

Second  Settlers 

Third  Settlers. 

Horton 

200 

May  31,  1760, 
50  families. 

May  31,  1761, 
150  families. 

Coriiwallis 

L50 

May  31,  1760, 
50  famines. 

May  31,  1761, 
100  famihes. 

Falmouth 

200 

May  31,  1760, 
50  families. 

May  31,  1761, 
150  famines. 

Onslow 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  families. 

Granville 

200 

May  31,  1760, 
50  famiUes. 

May  31,  1761, 
150  famihes. 

Annapolis 

200 

May  31,  1760, 
50  famiUes. 

May  31,  1761, 
150  families. 

Cumberland 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  famihes. 

75  famihes. 

\mherst 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 
50  families. 

Sept.  30,  1761, 
75  famihes. 

Sept.  30,  1762, 
75  families. 

Sack\-ille 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  families. 

Tinmouth 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761. 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  famihes. 

Liverpool 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  families. 

r)arnn2:ton 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  families. 

Ynnnoiith 

200 

Sept.  30,  1760, 

Sept.  30,  1761, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

50  families. 

75  families. 

75  families. 

Families.    2,550 

Families,      650 

Famihes,  1,300 

Families,      600 

Persons,    12,750 

Persons,    3,250 

Persons,     6,500 

Persons,    3,000 

A.NXIENT  NAMES  OF  THE  TRACTS  AND  SITUATION. 
(a)  Within  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 


No.     1. — District  of  Minas.     Situated  on  the  Bason  of  Minas,  containing  100,000 

acres;  erected  into  a  Township  named  Horton. 
No.    2. — District  of  Canard.     Situated  on  the  Bason  of  Minas,  containing  100,000 

acres;  the  Township  named  Cornwallis. 
No.    3.— District   of  Pizaquid.     Situated  on   Pizaquid   River,   containing   100,000 

acres  in  two  Grants,  named  Falmouth. 
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No.    4. — District  of  Cobequid.     Situated  on  the  north  side  towards  the  head  of 

Cobequid  River  and  Bason,    100,000  acres  in  several  Grants,   named 

Onslow. 
No.    5. — District  of  Annapolis,  the  North  side,  containing  100,000  acres  in  several 

Grants,  named  Granville. 
No.    6. — District  of  Annapolis,  the  South  side,  containing  100,000  acres  in  several 

Grants,  named  Annapolis. 
No.    7. — District  of  Chignecto,   from  Fort  Cumberland  to  Bay  Vert,   containing 

100,000  acres  in  two  Grants,  named  Cumberland. 
No.    8. — District  of  Chignecto  from  the  River  La  Planche  to  the  River  Hebere, 

containing  100,000  acres  in  two  Grants,  named  Amherst. 
No.    9. — District  of  Chignecto  on  the  Tantamar,  containing  100,000  acres  in  two 

Grants,  named  Sackville. 

(b)  On  Cape  Sable  Shore. 

No.  10. — Att  the  Harbour  Le  Have,  containing  100,000  acres  in  two  Grants,  named 
Tinmouth.^ 
^  The  name  was  changed  soon  after  to  New  Dublin. 

No.  11. — Att  Port  Seigneur,  a  Township  containing  100,000  acres  in  two  Grants, 

named  Liverpool. 
No.  12. — Att  Cape  Sable,  a  Township  containing  100,000  acres  in  two  Grants,  named 

Barringtoyi. 
No.  13. — Att  Cape  Forchu,  a  Township  containing  100,000  acres,  named  Yarmouth. 

Lawrence's  plans  were  to  some  extent  interfered  with  by  untoward 
occurrences.  One  of  these  was  the  receipt  of  an  instruction  from  the 
Lords  of  Trade  that  the  most  eligible  lands  should  now  be  reserved  for 
such  officers  and  soldiers  of  His  Majesty's  forces  as  should  be  disbanded 
in  America  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Lawrence,  with  some  reluc- 
tance, submitted  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  a  list  of  places,  which  here 
follows,  where  disbanded  soldiers  might  be  settled: — 

At  Passamaquoddy,  on  the  River  St.  Croix,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  2  townships,  400  families. 

At  Harbour  L'Etang,  eastward  of  Passamaquoddy^  1  township.  200  famihes. 

At  Musquash  Cove,  westward  of  St.  Johns,  1  township,  200  famihes. 

In  St.  Johns  River,  navigable  30  Leagues  at  least,  10  townships,  2,000  families. 

River  Patcootyeak,  navigable  40  miles — Memromcook — 6  townships,  1,200 
families. 

At  Miramichi  River,  navigable  40  miles,  6  townships,  1,200  farnilie-*. 

At  Chidiack  (Shediac),  1  township,  200  families. 

At  Tetmagoush,  1  township,  200  families. 

The  Lords  of  Trade  seem  to  have  been  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  disbanded  soldiers  would  prove  a  very  desirable  class  of  settlers^ 
as  being  likely  to  over-awe  the  Indians  and  capable  of  being  organized 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  in  an  emergency.  The}^  wished  also  to 
reward  them  for  the  services  they  had  rendered  the  nation.     Lawrence 
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expressed  his  fear  that  such  settlers  would  prove  unsuitable  and  very- 
expensive  to  the  Crown.  Having  nothing  to  set  out  with  they  must  be 
furnished  with  provisions  for  one  year  at  least,  with  implements  of 
husbandry  and  cattle  to  stock  their  lands,  with  materials  and  tools 
for  building  as  well  as  with  the  cost  of  transportation.  And  after  all 
said  and  done  it  was  his  opinion  that  any  general  attempt  to  establish 
them  as  settlers  would  fail.  ''According  to  my  ideas,  which,"  said  he, 
^'I  offer  with  all  possible  deference  and  submission,  they  are  the  least 
qualifyed  from  their  occupation  as  Soldiers  of  any  men  living  to  establish 
new  count rys,  where  they  must  encounter  difficulties  with  which  they 
are  altogether  unacquainted,  and  I  am  the  rather  convinced  of  it  as 
every  Soldier  that  has  come  into  the  Province  since  the  establishment 
of  Halifax  has  either  quitted  it  or  become  a  Dram  seller."  ^  Lawrence 
had  rather  more  confidence  in  the  proposal  to  settle  mariners  in  a 
situation  in  which  they  might  be  employed  in  the  fishery,  and  thought 
that  200  families  might  be  settled  to  advantage  in  each  of  the  following 
places: — Chedebucto,  Canso,  Torbay,  Country  Harbour,  River  St.  Mary, 
Bay  of  Islands,  Great  Jedore. 

Lawrence's  mind  was  relieved  at  receiving,  soon  after,  a  letter 
from  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  which  they  express  great  satisfaction  at 
the  growth  of  the  province,  and  advise  him  to  continue  the  establish- 
ment of  townships  upon  the  same  plan  and  with  the  same  conditions 
on  which  the  thirteen  townships  had  been  already  granted.  They  add, 
''Tho'  we  are  sensible  this  measure  may  possibly  prevent  the  settling 
of  soldiers  in  those  parts  of  the  Province  which  were  intended  to  be 
reserved  for  that  purpose,  we  think  nevertheless  that  the  present  is  too 
immediate  and  too  considerable  an  object  to  be  risked  in  favour  of  any 
more  distant  views.  And  we  are  willing  therefore  to  postpone  for  the 
present  every  other  consideration,  recommending  to  you  at  the  same 
time  not  totally  to  lose  sight  of  the  intended  Establishment  of  Soldiers, 
but  to  pursue  it  only  a§  a  secondary  object,  and  no  farther  than  may 
be  consistent  with  making  a  compensation  to  the  settlers  and  com- 
pleating  the  establishment  of  the  thirteen  townships,  which  you  are 
to  regard  as  the  first  and  most  important  object  of  j^our  attention." 

Another  untoward  event  which  threatened  to  seriously  interfere 
with  the  settlement  of  the  townships  was  the  damage  wrought  b}'' 
the  tremendous  gale  and  disastrous  tide  of  the  3d-4th  of  November, 
1759.  This  has  only  been  paralleled  within  historic  times  by  the 
famous  "Saxby  gale"  of  1869.  The  gale  of  1759,  levelled  the  forest 
along  the  coast  and  for  many  miles  inland.  The  tide  rose  to  a  height 
eight  or  ten  feet  above  the  ordinary,  and  great  waves,  driven  by  the 

'  Letter  to  Lords  of  Trade  of  11th  of  May,  1760. 
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storm,  broke  down  the  dykes  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  flooding 
the  hands  reclaimed  by  the  Acadians.^  Lawrence  in  his  first  report 
of  the  damage  consequent  upon  the  flooding  of  the  marsh  lands  said, 
that  the  country  had  been  rendered  ''as  useless  as  if  it  had  never  been 
improved;"  that  the  repair  of  the  dikes  would  be  attended  with  great 
cost  and  labor,  and  that  the  overflowed  lands  would  not  be  capable  of 
producing  grain  for  three  years.  He  feared  that  it  would  prove  a  great 
discouragement  to  those  who  proposed  coming  as  settlers  the  following 
spring.  Fortunately,  the  damage  was  not  so  great  as  at  first  reported. 
The  dikes,  it  is  true,  were  everywhere  more  or  less  broken,  and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Morris  that  the  marshes  which  had  been  overflowed 
would  scarcely  bear  corn  even  in  the  year  1761 — one  harvest  would 
certainly  be  lost  and  perhaps  two.  Nevertheless,  the  inundation  by 
no  means  rendered  the  country  as  unprofitable  as  if  it  had  never  been 
tilled,  and  Lawrence  assured  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  'Svere  it  to  lye 
unoccupied  and  useless  for  the  space  of  three  years,  which,"  he  adds, 
''  is  the  time  the  French  inhabitants  have  often  told  me  the  seas  break- 
ing in  had  deprived  them  of  their  crops,  it  would  even  in  that  case  be 
more  valuable  in  every  respect  than  unimproved  lands."  The  Nova 
Scotia  House  of  Assembly  appealed  to  the  British  ministiy  for  aid  to 
the  settlers  in  view  of  the  damage  done  by  the  inundation.  The 
Governor  was  disposed  to  support  the  application,  and  he  wrote  that 
while  it  might  appear  unreasonable  to  think  of  introducing  any  more 
settlers  upon  tlie  terms  of  fi'ee  transportation  and  allowance  of  pro- 
visions, as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  townships  of  Horton,  Cornwallis 
and  Falmouth,  3'et  in  consideration  of  the  discouraging  calamity  that 
had  befallen  them  at  setting  out,  in  the  plan  for  the  resettlement  of 
the  diked  lands,  some  little  assistance  should  be  given  towards  trans- 
porting settlers,  especially  emigrants  whose  homes  were  remote  from 
the  point  of  embarkation,  and  who  having  no  craft  of  their  own  must 
sell  their  stock  to  pay  for  their  passage. 

The  Indians,  upon  the  downfall  of  Quebec,  speedily  changed  their 
attitude  and  began  to  make  overtures  for  peace.  Early  in  February, 
1760,  Colonel  Arbuthnot,  the  commandant  of  the  garrison  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  John,  came  to  Halifax  with  a  number  of  Maliseet  chiefs, 
who  desired  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Governor.  The  chiefs  appeared 
before  the  Governor  in  Council  with  an  interpreter.  After  full  discussion 
a  treaty  was  solemnly  agreed  to  in  which  they  declared  in  the  most 


^  A  considerable  part  of  the  rampart  of  Fort  Frederick,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
River  St.  John,  was  washed  away  by  the  storm,  and  at  Fort  Cumberland,  at  the 
head  of  the  Bay,  a  body  of  firewood  for  the  garrison  containing  700  cords  was  sv/ept 
off  by  the  tide  from  the  wood-yard,  although  situated  at  least  ten  feet  higher  than 
the  tops  of  the  dikes. 
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ample  manner  their  fealty  to  the  King  of  England  and  their  determina- 
tion to  live  peacably  with  his  subjects.^  Lawrence  and  the  Council 
regarded  this  treaty  as  an  important  matter.  Only  four  years  before 
the  feeling  against  the  savages  had  been  so  intense  in  Nova  Scotia  that 
the  government  had  offered  £30  as  a  reward  for  every  adult  Indian 
brought  in  alive,  £25  for  the  scalp  of  every  male  Indian  above  the  age 
of  sixteen,  and  £25  for  every  woman  and  child  brought  in  alive,  the 
rewards  to  be  paid  at  any  of  His  Majesty's  forts  by  the  commanding 
officer. 

Under  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Indians  at  this  epoch  six 
trading  posts  were  established,  the  most  considerable  being  at  Fort 
Frederick  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John,  the  trade  of  which  equalled 
the  combined  traffic  at  the  other  five.  The  tariff  of  prices  was  more 
favourable  than  the  Indians  had  heretofore  known.^  Success  seems 
to  have  attended  the  establishment  of  the  'Hruck-houses."  Henry 
Green,  the  Commissary  at  Fort  Frederick,  shipped  to  Hahfax  a  few 
months  later  a  package  of  furs  valued  at  more  than  a  thousand  pounds 
sterling.  The  government  truck-houses,  however,  were  abolished  by 
orders  received  from  England,  and  the  trade  thrown  open  to  private 
entei'prise.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  plea  of  the  authorities  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  favour  of  government  control  was  by  no  means  a  weak 
one.     It  was,  in  effect,  that  if  the  traffic  were  unrestricted  traders  of 

^  The  ceremonial  employed  in  negotiating  the  treat}^  with  the  Indians  was 
quite  an  elaborate  one.  The  chiefs  were  apparelled  with  barbaric  splendor.  The 
Governor  and  his  aides  also  appeared  in  full  uniform.  The  Governor  greeted  the 
delegates  with  the  hand  of  Friendship  in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign  and  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  observed,  among  other  things,  "Protection  and  Allegiance  a.re 
fastened  together  by  links,  if  a  link  is  broken  the  chain  will  be  loose.  Y"ou  must 
preserve  the  chain  on  your  part  by  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the  great  King  George 
II,  and  you  mil  then  have  his  royal  arm  for  your  defence."  In  due  course  presents 
were  delivered  to  each  of  the  chiefs,  the  hatchet  was  formally  buried,  after  its  edge 
had  been  blunted;  the  treaties  were  subscribed  and  sealed.  The  chief  Sachem 
then  made  a  speech  pledging  in  the  most  solemn  manner  the  fidelity  of  his  tribe  and 
in  poetical  language  declaring  that — "As  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  shall  endure: 
as  long  as  the  earth  on  which  we  dwell  shall  exist  in  the  same  state  you  this  day  see 
it,  so  long  will  we  be  your  friends  and  allies  submitting  ourselves  to  the  laws  of  your 
government,  etc.,  etc."  The  ceremony  concluded  with  dancing  and  singing  after 
the  Indian  manner,  and  drinking  His  Majesty's  health  under  three  volleys  of  small 
arms. 

^  For  tariff  of  prices,  see  Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  II,  p.  395. 
The  unit  of  value  was  a  pound  of  the  fur  of  the  spring  beaver,  valued  at  5  shillings. 
Reduced  to  modern  currency  the  Indians  received  for  furs  about  as  follows:  Bear 
skin  (large  and  good)  $1.35;  Moose  skin  $1.50;  Luciffee  (large)  $2.00;  Silver  tox 
$2.50;  Black  fox  $2.00;  Red  fox  50cts;  Otter  $1.00;  Mink  15  cts;  Musquash.  10  cis. 
Ridiculously  low  as  the  prices  may  appear,  they  were  better  than  the  Indians  had 
previously  received  from  the  French  fur  traders. 
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little  reputation  would  be  able  by  the  free  use  of  intoxicants  to  de- 
moralize and  defraud" the  Indians,  as  had  frequently  been  the  case  in 
the  past.  The  Indians,  smarting  under  a  sense  of  wrong,  would  be  very 
apt  to  retaliate  upon  the  white  settlers,  and  consequently  the  province 
would  be  "embroiled  in  mischief."  All  this  could  be  prevented  if  the 
traffic   were    confined   to   truck-houses   under   government   control. 

The  Indians  continued  to  be  restless  and  at  times  showed  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  hostile.  In  July,  1765,  for  example,  Henry  Green,  the  Com- 
missary of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Frederick,  acquainted  Governor  Wilmot 
that  they  were  assembled  near  the  Fort  in  great  numbers,  and  had  given 
out  that  there  were  several  French  ships  of  war  on  the  coast  and  that 
they  should  soon  commence  hostilities.  Similar  reports  came  from 
other  parts  of  the  province.  Expresses  were  sent  out  to  discover 
whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  reports.  It  was  found  that  the 
Indians  had  been  deceived  and  they  soon  afterwards  dispersed.^ 

V. — First  year  in  Nova  Scotia.     Progress  of  the  New  England 

Townships. 

With  the  opening  of  the  year  1760,  the  colonization  of  Lawrence's 
thirteen  townships  began  in  good  earnest.  The  movement  was  so 
nearly  simultaneous  in  several  of  the  townships  that  no  priority  of 
settlement  can  be  claimed.  The  Governor  wrote  the  Lords  of  Trade 
on  May  11th,  that  he  had  sent  Mr.  Morris  in  one  of  the  Province  vessels  ^ 
to  lay  out  and  adjust  the  limits  of  the  townships  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

These  townships  were  laid  out  in  accordance  with  the  permission 
given  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  December,  1759, 
in  which  they  refer  with  satisfaction  to  the  great  extent  to  which  the 
proposed  settlements  had  already  been  carried,  "greater  indeed,"  say 
they,  "than  we  expected,  but  not  greater  than  we  wished,  and  we  see 
no  objection  to  accepting  upon  proper  terms  and  conditions  proposals 
for  settling  other  townships." 

Joseph  Patton  and  Thomas  Foster  came  to  Halifax  in  1759,  as  a 
committee  for  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Liverpool,  at  Port 
Seigneur.     They  stated  that  a  great  part  of  the  proprietors  were  people 

^  See  Dr.  Geo.  Patterson's  History  of  the  County  of  Pictou,  pp.  58,  59  (footnote) ; 
also  Collections  of  the  New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  No.  6,  p.  389. 

^  The  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  province  at  this  time  were: — Snow,  Halifax, 
Master,  John  Taggart,  2  mates,  pilot,  gunner  and  18  men;  Sloop,  York,  Captain  Cobb, 
mate,  pilot  and  18  men;  Brig,  Montague,  Captain  Rogers,  mate,  pilot  and  18  men; 
Schooner,  Warren,  manned  and  armed;  Schooner,  Monckton,  manned  and  armed; 
Pilot  Schooner,  master  and  4  men. 

Sec.  XL,  1911.     5. 
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of  substance,  owners  of  valuable  vessels,  both  fishing  and  coasters. 
Others,  however,  fishermen  and  farmers,  needed  transportation  and 
some  allowance  of  provisions.  John  Doggett,  formerly  of  Boston,  was 
activel}^  concerned  in  this  settlement.  As  early  as  1757  he  had  through 
Governor  Lawrence  become  greatly  interested  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
had  conceived  the  design  of  establishing  a  township,  and  for  this  purpose 
travelled  through  New  England  as  one  of  Lawrence's  agents.  During 
the  year  1760,  and  subsequently,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  settle- 
ment of  Liverpool.  Many  of  the  settlers  arrived  there  poor,  and  he 
was  sometimes  obliged  to  keep  open  doors  and  supply  and  shelter  them 
in  his  own  house.  He  had  the  general  oversight  of  the  township  and 
charge  of  Government  business,  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  £40 
was  voted  him  in  March,  1761.  Lawrence  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
in  June,  1760,  "The  settlers  now  arrived  at  Liverpool  consist  of  seventy 
heads  of  families  who,  besides  live  stock  of  every  sort,  brought  with 
them  thirteen  sail  of  fishing  schooners  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
business  of  the  fishery  on  the  Banks  in  expectation  of  making  10,000 
quintals  of  fish  during  the  present  season."  The  people  on  shore  were 
busily  engaged  in  the  erection  of  their  houses.  In  order  to  expedite 
their  building  operations  they  had  brought  with  them  the  machinery 
for  three  saw  mills,  which  they  erected  on  the  very  fine  river  running 
through  the  township.  The  valley  of  the  river  proved  to  be  fertile, 
abounding  with  oaks  and  white  pines,  free  from  underwood  and  capable 
of  being  cultivated  with  little  labour.  Liverpool's  natural  advantages 
caused  it  to  develop  rapidly  and  ere  long  it  ranked  next  to  Halifax 
among  the  towns  of  Nova  Scotia.  Governor  Lawrence  visited  it 
during  the  summer,  and  wrote  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  the  new  settlers 
had  a  flattering  prospect  of  being  able  at  once  to  engage  in  farming,  the 
lumber  trade  and  the  fishery,  and,  as  they  were  possessed  of  means 
and  industrious,  he  entertained  the  highest  hopes  of  their  prosperity. 

Charles  Morris  visited  the  new  townships  during  the  spring  and 
early  summer,  proceeding  first  to  Liverpool,  then  to  Annapolis,  and 
then  to  Falmouth,  Horton  and  Cornwallis.  A  very  interesting  account 
of  his  tour  of  inspection  will  be  found  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor,  given 
in  full  in  the  Appendix  to  this  paper.  [See  Appendix  No.  7.]  The 
letter  tells  of  the  coming  of  the  first  settlers  and  of  their  subsequent 
proceedings. 

The  majority  of  those  who  settled  in  Horton  and  CornwalHs  came 
from  the  eastern  counties  of  Connecticut,  a  few  from  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island.  New  London  was  the  principal  port  of  embarkation. 
The  settlers  and  their  effects  were  conveyed  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  the 
Basin  of  Minas  in  the  Snow  Halifax,  the  province  brig  Montague  and 
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fourteen  transports  ^  hired  by  Captain  John  Taggart,  who  was  com- 
mended as  having  been  "very  diligent  and  usefull  on  the  continent 
(New  England)  in  assisting  and  promoting  the  embarkation  of  the 
settlers."  His  total  expenses  in  this  connection  amounted  to  more  than 
£3,000  for  which,  by  bills  and  cash,  he  drew  on  Thomas  Hancock  in 
Boston. 

The  Province  brig,  ^'  Montague  "  ^  came  to  an  inglorious  end  this 
season,  for,  after  disembarking  troops  and  unlading  provisions  for  the 
settlers,  she  ran  upon  a  mud  bank  on  her  passage  down  the  River  Canard 
and  "was  overset  so  deep"  that  she  became  a  total  loss. 

Governor  Lawrence's  energy  and  forethought  were  conspicuous  in 
the  thoroughness  with  which  his  plans  were  laid  for  the  permanence 
and  stability  of  his  townships.  As  soon  as  they  were  laid  out  by  the 
surveyors,  palisaded  forts  were  erected  with  sufficient  room  to  receive 
all  the  settlers  in  case  of  need.  The  adult  male  population  was  organ- 
ized as  a  militia  to  resist  any  attack  which  might  be  made  by  the  Indian 
tribes  that  had  not  tendered  their  submission,  or  by  roving  bands  of 
the  French,  who  continued  to  hover  about  the  settlements  so  long  as 
the  fate  of  Canada  remained  undecided.  The  organization  of  the  set- 
tlers for  mutual  protection  was  all  the  more  esssential  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  New  England  garrisons  at  Fort 
Frederick,  Fort  Cumberland  and  Piziquid  had  expired,  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  situation  at  Quebec  demanded  the  presence  of  all  the  British 
regulars.  General  Amherst  and  the  commandants  of  the  garrisons 
vainly  endeavored  to  induce  the  Massachusetts  soldiers  to  prolong  their 

^  The  names  of  the  transports  and  cost  of  hire  were  as  follows: — 

Sloop  Dragon,  Jos.  Norman,  master;  hire £239 .  13 .   4 

Sloop  Sally,  Jon.  Braddock,  master;  hire 59. 10.   0 

Sloop  Lucy,  James  Cox,  master;  hire 260.   8.   0 

Sloop  Speedwell,  Seth  Harding,  master;  hire 101 .8.0 

Sloop  Sally,  Jeffrey  Grossman,  master;  hire 148 .10.   0 

Sloop  Wolfe,  Jos.  Winshipp,  master;  hire 228.   5.  8 

Schooner  Norwich,  Packett,  Trapp,  master;  hire 227.   9.    7 

Sloop  Diamond,  Peter  Rogers,  master;  hire 55.   0.   0 

Sloop  Lydia,  Jon.  Molony,  master;  hire 322. 12.   0 

Sloop  Rainbow,  Jacob  Hurd,  master;  hire 153. 15.   2 

Horton  Packett 191 .  18 .   0 

Sloop  Dispatch 79 .   3 .   9 

Sloop  Yarmouth 31 .   1.11 

Province  Brig  Montague,  Capt.  Rogers,  expence 13. 16.    6 

Wm.  Rochville  for  carrying  35  inhabitants  to  Horton 15.   0.   0 


£2127.12.   0 
^  Named  doubtless  in  honor  of  George  Montague  Dunk,  Earl  of  Halifax. 
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period  of  service,  they  were  not  to  be  persuaded,  and  many  of  them  in 
spite  of  all  remonstrance  returned  to  their  homes. ^ 

Governor  Lawrence  paid  a  visit  to  the  settlements  on  the  Basin 
of  Minas  in  1760.  The  condition  of  the  damaged  dikes,  more  particularly 
the  breach  made  by  the  storm  at  the  River  Canard,  was  the  object  of 
his  special  attention.  All  the  inhabitants  with  their  cattle  and  carts 
were  called  out  and  with  the  help  of  the  troops  and  a  few  Acadians 
soon  effected  sufficient  repairs  to  insure  the  possibility  of  raising 
sufficient  bread  corn  for  the  next  year. 

Another  object  that  engaged  the  Governor's  attention  was  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  Halifax  to  the  townships  on  Minas  Basin. 
For  this  purpose  he  employed  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from 
duty.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  track  opened  up  had  become  a 
'^good  horse  road."  One  of  the  first  persons  to  make  use  of  it  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Breynton,  of  St.  Paul's  church  in  Halifax,  who  in  the  autumn 
of  1760,  visited  East  and  West  Falmouth,  Horton  and  Cornwallis,  at 
all  of  which  places  he  preached  to  large  congregations,  and  although 
the  people  were  for  the  most  part  "dissenters  from  the  Established 
church,"  ^  he  was  much  pleased  at  the  heartiness  with  which  they 
welcomed  him  and  at  their  cordial  invitation  to  revisit  them  at  no 
distant  day.  He  states  that  his  journey  going  and  coming  was  mostly 
through  the  woods  on  horseback  and  attended  with  much  fatigue  and 
exposure.  He  was  the  first  clergyman  to  minister  to  the  settlers  after 
their  arrival  in  Nova  Scotia.  A  year  or  two  later  Rev.  Mr.  Bennet  was 
sent  as  a  missionary  to  the  townships. 

The  first  settlers  of  Falmouth  came  from  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
early  in  May,  1760,  in  the  sloops  Sally  and  Lydia.  Their  settlement 
was  established  under  the  supervision  of  Isaac  Deschamps,  Esq.,^ 
Government  agent  and  magistrate  at  Fort  Edward.  They  landed  at 
a  place,  now  known  as  Avondale,  on  the  east  side  of  Piziquid  basin. 

^  See  Correspondence  in  Nova  Scotia  Published  Archives,  pp.  465,  479-482.  See 
also  Raymond's  History  of  the  River  St.  John,  pp.  258-260. 

2  In  the  first  session  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province,  in  1758,  it  was 
enacted  that  the  worship  of  the  Church  of  England  should  be  considered  the  fixed 
form  of  worship  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  that  all  dissenters  from  the  Church,  Papists 
excepted,  should  have  free  liberty  of  conscience  and  "might  build  meeting  houses 
for  public  worship  and  choose  and  elect  ministers  for  carrying  on  Divine  Ser\dce  and 
administering  the  Sacraments  according  to  their  several  opinions." 

^  Isaac  Deschamps  was  of  Swiss  extraction  and  came  to  Nova  Scotia  early  in 
life.  In  1754  he  was  at  Fort  Edward  (Piziquid)  as  clerk  to  Joshua  Mauger.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  West  Falmouth  in  1761.  At 
this  time  he  had  a  general  supervision  of  the  townships  of  Horton,  CornwaUis,  Fal- 
mouth and  Newport.  In  1763  he  received  £150  for  three  years' services  in  trans- 
acting affairs  at  the  new  settlements.     There  were  at  that  time  settled  in  Horton 
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Their  settlement  was  at  first  known  as  East  Falmouth,  but  a  year  later 
the  district  was  erected  into  a  separate  township  and  called  Newport. 
The  presumption  certainly  would  be  that  the  settlers  named  the  town- 
ship in  honor  of  their  former  place  of  abode.  It  will,  however,  be  found 
that  in  nearly  all  cases  names  of  townships,  parishes  and  counties  have 
been  determined  by  the  provincial  authorities.  That  this  was  the  case  in 
the  instance  before  us,  is  shown  by  a  letter  of  Surveyor-General  Morris 
to  Isaac  Deschamps  in  which  the  following  passage  occurs: — ^^The  In- 
habitants of  East  Falmouth  have  petitioned  to  be  set  off  as  a  distinct 
town  and  it  has  been  mentioned  in  Council  but  nothing  conclusive 
done.  ...  I  have  proposed  to  have  it  named  Newport,  from  my 
Lord  Newport,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Belcher's,  which  I  believe  will  be  agree- 
able to  the  people."  A  good  many  of  the  Rhode  Island  men  settled  on 
the  west  side  of  the  River  Pisiquid  or  Avon,  as  it  is  now  called.  The 
settlement  grew  steadily,  though  not  with  the  rapidity  of  the  more 
open  and  level  townships  of  Horton  and  Cornwallis.  It  was  at  first 
called  West  Falmouth  to  distinguish  it  from  East  Falmouth. 

The  condition  of  the  pioneer  townships  at  the  close  of  the  year  is 
very  well  described  in  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher's  letter  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  of  the  12th  of  December,  1760.  He  states  that  as  soon  as  they 
were  laid  out  by  the  surveyors,  the  people  with- the  aid  of  the  soldiers 
erected  "  Pallisadoed  Forts  "  for  their  protection.  After  this  necessary 
business,  the  proper  season  coming  on,  they  were  set  to  make  Hay 
against  winter.  One  thousand  tons  were  provided  for  Horton, 
five  hundred  for  Cornwallis  and  six  hundred  for  Falmouth,  and  about 
this  time  they  put  some  Corn  and  Roots  into  the  Ground  and  began  to 
build  their  Houses.  Substantial  repairs  to  the  injured  dikes  were 
soon  under  way,  roads  were  opened  and  everything  bore  a  most  hopeful 
appearance.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  were  well-to-do  farmers  and 
had  transported  themselves  and  their  effects  at  their  own  expense. 
Provision  had  been  made  by  the  Government  for  the  poorer  immigrants 
until  the  harvest  of  the  next  year  had  been  reaped. 

Speaking  of  the  other  townships  the  Lieut. -Governor  observes: — 
"In  the  Township  of  Liverpool  they  are  now  employed  in  building 
three  Vessels  for  the  Fishery;  they  have  laid  in  Hay  for  the  Winter 
fodder  for  their  cattle  and  raised  a  considerable  quantity  of  Roots  for 
the  Winter  and  have  erected  a  Grist  and  a  Saw  mill.  They  have  six- 
teen sail  of  fishing  schooners  and,  altho'  several  of  them  came  late  in 
the  season,  they  have  cured  near  5,000  quintals  of  fish,  the  principal 

689  persons,  656  in  Cornwallis,  356  in  Falmouth  and  245  in  Newport.  Lieut.  Gov'r 
.Francklin  in  1768  appointed  Mr.  Deschamps  Judge  of  the  Island  of  St.  John  (P.  E. 
Island)  and  two  years  later  he  was  transferred  to  Nova  Scotia.  He  became  Chief 
Justice  of  the  province  in  1785  and  died  in  1801  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 
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owners  of  which  are  gone  back  to  the  Continent  to  dispose  of  it  and  will 
return  in  the  Spring  with  a  further  supply  of  stock  for  their  lands. 

"In  regard  to  the  Townships  of  Annapolis  and  Granville  about 
thirty  proprietors  are  settled  in  each.  As  they  came  late  in  the  year 
they  did  not  bring  all  their  families,  but  are  preparing  against  their 
arrival  in  the  Spring,  at  which  time  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  are 
expected. 

"  Of  the  Townships  of  Chester  and  Dublin,  as  they  did  not  contract 
early  in  the  year,  but  a  few  proprietors  are  yet  come  to  each  of  them. 
However  persons  of  considerable  substance  are  engaged  for  them,  who 
are  making  preparations  to  come  to  their  lands  as  early  in  the  next  year 
as  the  season  will  permitt." 

Governor  Lawrence  died  at  Halifax,  of  pneumonia,  on  the  19th 
October,  1760,  after  a  short  illness.  He  was  then  in  the  prime  of  life, 
in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age.  His  seven  years  administration  was  an 
eventful  period  in  the  history  of  Nova  Scotia.  Earnest  and  resolute, 
he  pursued  the  object  of  establishing  and  confirming  British  authority 
with  marked  success.  He  was  a  man  suited  to  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  inflexible  in  purpose  and  held  control  in  no  feeble  hands. ^ 

VI. — Alexander  McNutt  as  a  Colonizer 

We  come  now  to  consider  more  particularly  the  part  played  by 
Alexander  McNutt  in  the  development  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Colonel  McNutt  was  in  many  ways  a  remarkable  man.  He  had 
his  peculiarities  of  disposition  and  temper,  but  as  a  promoter  of  great 
enterprises  he  was  a  man  who  would  have  made  his  mark  in  any  age 
or  country.  He  was  by  nature  an  optimist  and  had  the  art  of  inspiring 
others  with  his  own  enthusiasm.  His  mind  was  active  and  his  energy 
unbounded.  Impulsive  and  independent  he  liked  the  role  of  a  free 
lance.  His  encounter  in  early  life  with  Major  Lewis  on  the  streets  of 
Staunton  (already  narrated  in  these  pages)  was  a  prelude  to  many  a 
wordy  duel  in  later  times  with  those  who  did  not  see  eye  to  eye  with 
him.  He  greatly  admired  Governor  Lawrence,  but  quarrelled  with  his 
successors  Belcher  and  Wilmot.  In  his  memorials  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
he  was  by  no  means  backward  in  claiming  credit  for  great  things,  and 
his  enemies  were  not  slow  in  disputing  the  justice  of  his  claims.  He 
was  naturally  a  critic  of  other  men's  measures  and  while  cordially 
admired  by  his  friends  and  followers  was  perhaps  as  cordially  disliked 
by  his  enemies.  He  delighted  in  great  undertakings  and  his  zeal  and 
impetuosity  made  him  at  times  a  veritable  stormy  petrel.     We  find 

^Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  p.  H,  394. 
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him  at  one  time  pushing  his  colonization  plans  in  New  England,  at 
another,  canvassing  the  north  of  Ireland;  at  one  time  pressing  his 
claims  before  the  assembled  Lords  of  Trade  at  Whitehall,  and  anon 
disputing  with  Belcher  and  his  Council  in  Halifax. 

While  Alexander  McNutt  accomplished  much  as  a  colonizer,  one  is 
amazed  at  the  vastness  of  his  plans  and  speculations  which  did  not 
mature.  His  failure  in  many  of  his  undertakings  was  due  to  attempting 
too  much,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  attention  to  details.  He  was 
quick  to  think,  quick  to  act,  quick  to  write.  His  memorials  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  and  the  Governors  of  Nova  Scotia  are  in  some  cases 
very  voluminous,  seemingly  written  with  haste,  not  always  elegant 
in  style,  and  expressed  with  greater  freedom  than  was  customary  in 
those  days.  Many  of  his  suggestions  were  wise,  his  criticism  was  often 
trenchant  and  well  timed;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  his  plans 
were  very  unpractical  and  the  claims  he  advanced  not  always  reason- 
able. He  was  a  staunch  upholder  of  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  and  his  aggressiveness  in  this  respect  did  not  tend  to  render 
him  persona  grata  with  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  and  some  of  the  Council 
at  HaHfax. 

Respecting  Alexander  McNutt's  movements  during  the  years 
immediately  following  the  expulsion  of  the  Acadians  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  obscurity.  He  kept  in  touch  with  the  army  and  doubtless  partici- 
pated in  the  stirring  events  of  the  time.  In  one  of  his  memorials  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  he  states  that  after  Governor  Lawrence  issued  his 
proclamation  in  October,  1758,  for  settling  the  vacant  lands  in  Nova 
Scotia,  he  made  application  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others  to  Thomas 
Hancock  of  Boston,  to  learn  what  terms  of  settlement  would  be  granted; 
that  in  consequence,  the  Governor  issued  another  proclamation,  dated 
the  11th  of  January,  1759,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment.^ 

McNutt  seems  to  have  acted  as  a  deputy  agent  for  Mr.  Hancock, 
and  to  have  canvassed  various  parts  of  New  England  to  induce  people 
to  settle  on  the  lands  left  vacant  by  the  Acadian  expulsion.  He  was 
at  this  time  in  touch  with  General  Amherst  and  others  in  authority,  and 
it  is  probable  that  he  had  something  to  do  with  the  movements  of  the 
first  settlers  who  went  from  New  London  in  Connecticut  to  the  town- 
ships on  the  Basin  of  Minas  in  the  Spring  of  1760.  He  was  also  on 
friendly  terms  with  Governor  Pownall  of  Massachusetts,  and  kept  him- 
self well  informed  as  to  the  situation  in  Nova  Scotia. 

General  Amherst  mentions  McNutt  in  letters  written  at  New 
York,   April    17th,    1760.     To    Governor   Lawrence   he   wrote:     "The 

^  See  Memorial  of  Colonel  Alex.  McNutt  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  delivered  April  17,  1766. 
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bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Niitt  [McNutt]  arrived  here  last  night  from  New 
London  with  a  letter  to  me  from  Gov'r  Pownall  setting  forth  your  having 
v/roteto  him  that  as  you  supposed  some  part  of  the  New  England  levies 
(of  troops)  would  be  sent  to  Nova  Scotia;  if  they  should,  and  I  would 
agree  to  the  measure,  that  the  persons  engaged  as  settlers  might  act  as 
those  troops."  Lawrence  it  seems  had  requested  Pownall  to  give 
McNutt  "  beating  orders  "  to  raise  recruits  to  go  to  Nova  Scotia  in  the 
dual  capacity  of  settlers  and  soldiers.  Amherst  did  not  like  the  pro- 
posal and  advised  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  the  Mas- 
sachusetts troops,  then  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  remain  until  the  crisis  at 
Quebec  had  passed.  Measures  were  being  planned  for  the  final  subjuga- 
tion of  Canada  and  the  operations  were  to  be  vigorous  and  decisive. 
Amherst  thought  that  with  the  present  New  England  troops  at  Fort 
Cimiberland,  Fort  Edward,  Fort  Frederick  and  Annapolis  Royal  and 
liis  two  companies  of  Rangers,  Lawrence  should  have  strength  sufficient 
to  protect  and  defend  the  settlers.  This,  he  adds,  McNutt  himself 
seemed  well  convinced  of.  He  wrote  in  similar  terms  to  Governor 
Pownall,  expressing  his  great  desire  that  the  troops  from  Massachusetts 
should  continue  a  little  longer.  Colonel  McNutt  proceeded  to  Boston, 
on  his  way  to  Halifax,  bearing  the  letters  Amherst  had  written  to 
Pownall  and  Lawrence. 

A  month  later  the  Massachusetts  troops  began  to  leave  the  garri- 
sons in  large  numbers.  From  Fort  Frederick,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
St.  John,  seventy  men  came  away  in  one  schooner  and  eighty  in  another. 
To  render  the  situation  still  more  perplexing  Amherst  was  obliged  to 
send  the  British  regulars  to  Quebec,  which  was  invested  by  the  French 
under  de  Levis.  In  this  emergency  Governor  Pownall  with  some 
difficulty,  induced  the  legislature  of  his  province  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  300  men  for  Louisbourg  and  200  for  Nova  Scotia.  Lieut.  Governor 
Hutchinson  wrote  from  Boston  that  the  men  for  Louisbourg  would 
embark  by  the  10th  of  June.  They  had  been,  it  seems,  enlisted  with 
difficulty,  for  the  people  were  growing  weary  of  war. 

Who  was  instrumental  in  raising  the  men  for  the  garrison  of  Louis- 
bourg? Alexander  McNutt!  This  we  learn  from  his  memorial  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  of  the  19th  January,  1763,^  in  which  he  declares  that 
he  raised  three  hundred  men  for  His  Majesty's  service  at  Louisbourg 
at  the  time  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  regular  troops  from  thence  for 
the  relief  of  Quebec,  when  invested  by  the  enemy.  Colonel  McNutt, 
in  the  same  memorial,  makes  the  further  assertion  that  he  procured 
more  than  one  thousand  families  to  go  to  Nova  Scotia  to  settle,  in  the 
year  1760,  from  the  provinces  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay, 


^  See  Appendix,  No,  VIII. 
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Rhode   Island,   Connecticut,   New  York,   Pennsylvania   and   Virginia. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  conclude  that  McNutt  had  at  that  time 
introduced  upon  their  lands,  as  permanent  settlers,  one  thousand  families, 
for  at  the  close  of  1760,  according  to  the  statement  of  Lieut.  Governor 
Belcher,  there  were  only  about  five  hundred  families  in  all  the  town- 
ships, and  a  year  later  there  were  but  eight  hundred.  What  the  colonel 
meant  to  claim,  doubtless,  was  that  he  had  been  instrumental  as  one 
of  Mr.  Hancock's  agents  in  procuring  the  signatures  of  a  thousand 
'•'proprietors"  who  proposed  to  settle  with  their  families  in  Nova 
Scotia.  A  very  large  number  of  those  whose  names  appeared  in  the 
original  lists  of  proprietors  of  the  townships  never  saw  Nova  Scotia. 

Some  years  later,  in  1766,  Colonel  McNutt  complained  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  of  the  obstructions  put  in  his  way  by  Lieut.  Governor 
Belcher  and  the  Council  in  carrying  out  his  colonization  schemes.  A 
Committee  of  the  Council  formulated  a  reply  to  McNutt's  allegations, 
in  which  it  is  stated — ''That  in  consequences  of  Governor  Lawrence's 
proclamations  many  Committees,  appointed  by  Persons  in  the  Colonies 
proposing  to  settle  themselves  on  the  said  Lands,  came  to  Halifax 
early  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1759,  who  were  sent  at  the  expence  of 
Government  to  view  the  Lands  intended  to  be  granted,  and  on  their 
return  to  Halifax  a  contract  was  made  with  these  Committees  for  the 
introduction  of  twelve  Thousand  Inhabitants  in  three  years  from  the 
date  of  their  Grants  in  the  following  Townships, — Falmouth,  Horton, 
Cornwallis,  Annapolis,  Granville,  Cumberland,  Amherst,  Sackville, 
Truro,  Onslow,  Liverpool  and  Yarmouth.  .  .  .  The  contracts  above 
mentioned  were  made  previous  to  any  application  to  Government  by 
Colonel  McNutt,  and  many  Thousand  Inhabitants  settled  in  consequence 
thereof  in  which  Colonel  McNutt  had  no  Merrit  or  concern  whatever. 
In  the  Month  of  August  of  the  same  year  Colonel  McNutt  arrived  at 
Halifax  and  applied  to  Governor  Lawrence  for  Grants  of  Land  for  Him- 
self and  sundry  persons  His  Associates,  and  obtained  a  reserve  of  a 
large  tract  of  Land  for  that  purpose,  which  appears  by  a  written  engage- 
ment of  Governor  Lawrence's  to  have  been  one  Township  at  Port  Rose- 
way  and  six  Townships  in  the  District  of  Cobequid,  and  on  the  Shubenn- 
accada  River,  with  leave  to  settle  Families  on  Thirty-five  Rights^  in 
the  Township  of  Granville.  In  consequence  in  the  Spring  following 
he  produced  a  List  of  Six  Hundred  subscribers,  being  persons  of  the 
Colonies  who  had  engaged  with  Him  to  settle  those  Lands,  but  of  those 
six  Hundred  Subscribers,  Fifty  Families  only  came  into  the  Province, 
who  were  transported  thither  at  the  expence  of  Government,  had 
Lands  assigned  them  in  the  Township  of  Truro  and  were  supported 

'  A  "right,"  or  share  of  land  was  in  this  case  500  acres. 
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there  two  years,  with  an  additional  expence  to  Government  of  building 
Forts  and  Barracks  for  their  security.  Troops  were  sent  for  their 
Protection  and  lately  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  Provincial  Funds  was 
expended  for  opening  Roads  of  Communication  from  Halifax  to  those 
settlements." 

It  would  seem  that  from  the  very  outset  Colonel  McNutt  was 
hampered  by  the  magnitude  of  his  schemes  and  the  insufficiency  of  his 
resources.  He  was  unable  to  settle  the  required  number  of  families 
at  Granville  within  the  time  limited  for  the  purpose,  and  the  lands 
were  in  consequence  assigned  to  other  settlers.  The  same  fate  befell 
much  of  the  land  reserved  for  him  on  the  Basin  of  Minas  and  at  Cobequid. 

The  prolongation  of  the  war  in  Canada  interfered  to  a  considerable 
degree  with  the  colonization  of  Nova  Scotia.  There  was,  moreover, 
an  influential  element  in  New  England  strongly  opposed  to  eastward 
emigration.  Very  soon  after  Governor  Lawrence's  death,  Colonel 
McNutt  submitted  a  memorial  to  President  Belcher  and  the  Council 
at  Halifax  in  which  he  explains  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  procure 
settlers  for  his  lands  at  Cobequid,  Shubenacadie  and  Port  Roseway 
before  the  close  of  1760  had  not  a  great  number  of  his  intending  settlers 
been  enlisted  into  His  Majesty's  service  for  the  year.^  He  had,  at  con- 
siderable expense  and  trouble,  obtained  eight  hundred  and  fifty  subscribers 
who  were  to  settle  on  his  lands  early  the  next  year,  and  had  agents 
both  in  the  provinces  to  the  westward  and  also  in  Ireland  to  assist 
him  in  his  work.  In  his  memorial,  November  3,  1760,  he  says  that 
he  had  already  sent  a  vessel  to  bring  out  settlers  from  Ireland  and  was 
himself  proceeding  to  the  northern  part  of  that  kingdom  in  order  to 
procure  settlers,  the  late  Governor  Lawrence  having  given  him  every 
encouragement  to  direct  the  rising  tide  of  Irish  immigration  to  the 
shores  of  Nova  Scotia. 

It  would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  better  for  Colonel  McNutt's 
original  design  of  promoting  the  settlement  of  his  townships  from  the 
old  colonies  in  America  had  he  remained  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his  interests  in  America,  for  in 
his  memorial  to  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  of  the  3d  of  November,  1760, 

^  Writing  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  under  date  December  12,  1760,  Lieut.  Governor 
Belcher  observes :  "  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Lordships  that  great  pains  have 
been  taken  on  the  Continent  to  retard  the  progress  of  these  settlements,  for  besides 
the  common  method  of  representing  the  lands  much  below  their  true  value,  on  the 
raising  of  the  new  levies  all  means  were  taken,  as  I  understand,  by  the  principal 
land  owners  (of  New  England)  to  break  the  measures  of  the  Nova  Scotia  grantees 
by  obliging  them  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  late  campaign,  but  a  peace  will 
quickly  put  an  end  to  such  artifices,  and  those  persons  who  have  seen  the  lands 
and  are  returned  to  settle  their  affairs  for  residing  here  will  soon  remove  all  prejudices 
arising  from  false  reports  of  the  soil." 
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he  solicits  the  assistance  of  the  Province  vessels  in  transporting  the 
poorer  settlers  from  the  neighbouring  provinces,  with  their  effects, 
to  their  lands  in  Nova  Scotia.  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  was  disposed 
to  favor  this  plan  and  recommended  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade.  "The  great  distance,"  he  says,  ''at  which  some  of  the 
intending  settlers  live  from  the  coast  renders  it  extremely  inconvenient 
to  some  and  impracticable  to  others,  particularly  the  poorer  sort  (who 
are  likely  to  make  the  best  settlers),  to  accomodate  themselves  with 
vessels  for  transportation.  Many  of  them  too  are  obliged  to  dispose 
of  their  farms  at  long  credit  and  those  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
be  incapable  of  providing  themselves  with  corn  for  their  sustenance. .  . 
.  .  .  The  expediency  of  a  good  beginning  in  the  first  setting  out  of 
these  settlements,  thereby  to  give  a  reputation  to  the  undertaking 
made  it  appear  unavoidably  necessary  to  the  late  Governor  to  exceed 
the  sum  obtained  by  your  Lordships  from  Parliament  for  that  purpose 
.  .  .  and  Mr.  Hancock,  our  Agent  in  New  England,  has  advanced  a 
very  considerable  sum  towards  the  transportation  and  necessary  sup- 
plies of  com  for  the  settlers." 

Further  light  is  thrown  upon  the  situation  in  Nova  Scotia,  at  this 
time,  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Belcher's  very  full  report  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  submitted  in  April,  176 L     He  writes: — 

''The  Inhabitants  of  the  new  Settlements  are  in  general  contented 
with  their  situation  and,  as  the  Winter  has  been  moderate,  more 
are  coming  early  in  the  Summer.  They  have  built  houses  sufficient 
for  their  covering  and  have  suffered  no  inconvenience  on  that 
account,  nor  have  we  lost  by  sickness  among  the  new  settlers 
above  five  or  six  persons.  The  greatest  difficulty  has  been  on 
account  of  provisions,  for  tho'  we  had  agreed  and  have  supplied 
them  with  provisions  for  a  fourth  part  of  the  people,  the  others  would 
have  suffered  had  not  Government  allowed  them  a  Transport  to  fetch 
provisions,  by  means  of  which  they  have  imported  at  their  own  cost 
about  1200  barrels  from  Connecticut.  They  are  at  present  very  busily 
employed  in  fencing  their  Lands  (all  the  Lands  heretofore  improved 
by  the  French  being  entirely  open  and  without  any  kind  of  fence). 
But  as  they  have  not  seed  corn  among  them  the  several  Townships 
have  petitioned  for  a  supply,  otherwise  they  will  be  in  danger  of  wanting 
provisions  next  year.  This  has  been  found  a  matter  of  such  conse- 
quence that  it  has  been  judged  necessary  to  send  Captain  Rogers  in 
one  of  the  Government  vessels  to  purchase  it  at  Connecticut,  where 
only  a  supply  is  to  be  had,  and  the  expence  will  amount  to  about  £300. 
This  sum  is  only  lent,  to  be  repaid  in  two  years.  .  .  .  The  three 
Townships  of  Horton,  Cornwallis  and  Falmouth  will  have  their  com- 
plement of  Settlers  this  Spring  and  a  considerable  addition  will  be  made 
to  Annapolis,  Granville  and  Liverpool  with  little  or  no  expence  to  the 
Government. 

"Soon  after  the  late  Governor's  death  a  proclamation  was  issued 
wherein  the  Grantees  who  had  not  begun  the  settlement  of  their  Town- 
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ships  had  a  promise  of  a  continuance  of  their  grants,  if  they  were  in 
earnest  to  come  and  settle  in  the  province,  till  the  first  of  June  next, 
provided  they  would  in  the  meantime  return  a  list  of  such  persons  as 
really  intended  to  come  and  settle.  In  consequence  I  have  received 
lists  of  persons  intending  to  settle  Onslow  and  Truro, ^  who  with  their 
families  amount  to  about  five  hundred  persons,  and  a  very  considerable 
stock  of  Cattle,  but  all  declare  their  inability  of  removing  unless  assisted 
by  the  Government  with  transportation.  I  have  also  received  a  list 
of  two  hundred  persons  with  their  stock  ready  to  embark  for  Sackville 
but  unable  to  provide  themselves  with  transportation,  and  I  daily 
expect  other  lists  for  the  other  Townships. 

"As  their  early  arriving  in  the  Spring  may  be  a  means  of  their 
doing  something  toward  raising  provisions  this  year,  I  ordered  the 
other  three  Government  vessels  to  repair  to  Connecticut  and  Boston 
to  take  in  the  settlers  for  Onslow  and  Truro,  and  have  given  orders 
to  Mr.  Hancock  to  hire  as  many  others  as  will  be  sufficient  to  embark 
all  those  who  shall  be  ready,  at  the  allowance  of  two  ton  per  head. 
As  the  run  will  be  short  the  expence  will  not  be  great.  This  was  thought 
a  necessary  measure  at  this  juncture  as  the  reduction  of  Canada  has 
induced  man}^  of  those  who  have  contracted  to  decline  coming  into 
this  Province,  the  other  Provinces  being  very  solicitous  to  detain  them 
to  settle  their  own  frontiers.  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  transportation 
being  granted  to  those  who  now  offer  will  be  an  inducement  to  their 
friends  and  associates  to  follow  them. 

'^  Application  has  been  made  by  a  number  of  Fishermen  belonging 
to  Marblehead,  the  principal  Town  for  the  Fishery  in  Massachusetts, 
for  the  grant  of  a  Township  at  the  west  end  of  the  Peninsula  at  a  place 
called  Pugnico.  As  the  encouragement  of  Fishermen  to  settle  in  this 
Province  is  of  the  utmost  importance  and  the  only  proper  means  of 
establishing  the  Fishery,  I  have  promised  them  that  upon  their  associat- 
ing a  number  of  families  sufficient  for  a  Township  they  should  have  a 
Grant  of  those  Lands  they  have  requested,  with  all  other  assistance 
that  should  be  in  my  power  to  grant  them.  They  propose  to  begin  their 
Settlement  next  Fall.'' 

The  Lords  of  Trade  were  not  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing free  transportation,  even  in  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  province, 
to  those  who  proposed  to  settle  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  quoted  against 
the  representation  of  Belcher  his  predecessor's  assertion  that  the  lands 
needed  only  to  be  seen  for  the  people  to  be  in  love  with  them.  "We 
are  so  satisfied,"  they  add,  "of  their  fertility  and  the  advantage  of  their 
situation  that  we  do  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  Settlers  who 
originally  contracted  will  fulfil  their  agreements  without  extraordinary 
encouragement.  And  we  are  the  more  fully  convinced  of  this  from 
what  is  stated  in  the  minutes  of  Council  you  last  transmitted  to  us,  by 
which  it  appears  that  Mr.  McNutt  has  agreed  to  transport  at  his  own 

^  Alexander  McNutt  was  a  very  active  promoter  of  the  settlement  of  these 
townships. 
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expence  a  number  of  people  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  a  distance  much 
greater  and  a  voyage  attended  with  infinitely  more  charge  and  hazard 
than  from  New  England  to  this  its  bordering  Province.  The  same 
proposal  has  within  these  few  days  been  renewed  by  Captain  McNutt 
at  this  Board,  and  we  inclose  you  an  extract  of  our  Journal  containing 

our  proceedings  thereupon The    value    of    these    lands    is 

now  so  well  known  in  England  that  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing proposals  from  persons  of  considerable  substance  to  introduce, 
not  at  the  Public  expence  but  at  their  own,  a  number  of  settlers  into 
different  parts  of  the  evacuated  lands."  ^ 

VII. — Col.  McNutt  and  the  Lords  of  Trade.     Irish  Immigration. 
Truro  and  Onslow. 

Colonel  McNutt  arrived  at  London  in  February,  1761,  with  a  letter 
from  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  and  his  Council  to  the  Lords  of  Trad.e, 
recommending  him  as  a  proper  agent  to  bring  over  settlers  from  Ireland. 
The  tide  of  Irish  immigration  to  America  had  already  set  in  and  it  was 
not  viewed  with  favor  by  the  British  government.  It  speaks  much  for 
the  persuasive  powers  of  Alexander  McNutt  that  he  overcame  the 
prejudices  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  regard  to  his  mission  and  was  able 
to  make  them  his  advocates  with  the  ministry.  This  is  the  more  sur- 
prising in  view  of  the  fact  that  McNutt  was  very  outspoken  in  his 
criticism  of  the  administration  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  he  made 
proposals  of  so  radical  a  nature  as  to  stamp  him,  even  at  this  early 
stage  of  his  career,  as  a  man  of  republican  proclivities.  A  few  only  of 
his  proposals  need  here  be  instanced,  e.g..  That  each  township,  as 
soon  as  it  should  consist  of  50  freeholders,  should  elect  two  representatives 
in  the  General  Assembly:  That  all  Protestants  should  enjoy  equal 
privileges  both  civil  and  religious :  That  no  Sacramental  test  should  be 
imposed  upon  any  Protestant  Dissenter  who  should  fill  the  office  of  a 
magistrate,  militia  officer,  etc.:  That  any  one  coming  into  the  Province 
as  a  settler  might,  if  called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice, 
be  permitted  to  hold  up  his  hand  in  testimony  of  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ment instead  of  being  required  to  take  the  customary  oath.  He  also  took 
exception  to  the  section  in  the  Royal  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of 

^  That  the  Lords  of  Trade  were  right  is  shown  by  Belcher's  letter  of  the  3d 
November,  1761,  in  which  he  writes:  ''I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordships 
that  many  of  the  original  contractors  very  soon  transported  themselves  at  their  own 
expence  in  full  confirmation  of  your  Lordships  opinion  that  from  the  value  and 
fertility  of  the  lands  they  would  not  incline  to  risque  their  grants  to  a  forfeiture,  and 
it  may  be  expected  that  the  rest  will  follow  their  example." 
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Nova  Scotia  whereby  every  grantee  was  obliged  "  to  clear  and  cultivate 
one-third  part  of  his  land  within  the  space  of  ten  years,  another  third 
part  within  the  space  of  twenty  years,  and  the  remaining  third  part 
within  the  space  of  thirty  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant."  This  con- 
dition he  alleged  was  generally  understood  to  require  that  all  the  wood 
on  the  whole  of  the  grant  was  to  be  cut  within  the  term  of  thirty  years. 
The  settler  was  disinclined  to  take  lands  on  terms  which  it  was  not  only 
difficult,  but  contrary  to  his  interest  to  fulfil.  Every  farmer  naturally 
desired  to  reserve  a  certain  amount  of  wood  land  upon  his  property. 
McNutt  therefore  proposed  to  substitute  for  the  condition  above  men- 
tioned a  provision  contained  in  an  Act  passed  in  Virginia  in  1713,  entitled 
''  An  Act  declaring  what  shall  be  accounted  a  sufficient  seating,  planting, 
cultivating  and  Improving  of  Lands  already  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be 
taken  up  and  patented."  The  Lords  of  Trade  recommended  that  the 
form  of  the  grants  be  altered  in  accordance  with  McNutt's  wish,  but  the 
proposal  was  not  carried  into  effect  and  the  condition  remained. 

Another  provision  to  which  Colonel  McNutt  took  exception,  some- 
what later,  was  the  reservation  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  navy  of 
all  pine  trees  of  24  inches  diameter  and  upwards.  He  states  that  "it 
makes  but  little  difference  to  the  Farmer  what  kind  of  Timber  or  Wood 
be  reserved,  whether  White  Pine,  Gopher  or  Shittim  wood.  If  there 
be  any  reservation  at  all,  the  land  will  be  always  liable  to  be  forfeited 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Informer,  who  may  probably  be  a  Knight  of  the 
Post,  ready  to  swear  anything  and  everything  that  may  answer  his 
purpose.  ...  No  doubt  His  Majesty  will  find  people  ready  to  take 
Grants  of  all  lands  to  the  North  Pole,  without  making  enquiry  about 
the  terms  of  the  deed  or  privileges  of  the  people ;  but  those  who  propose 
to  spend  their  all  in  the  improvement  of  lands  ought  to  be  very  careful 
what  tenure  they  hold  them  by."  The  possibility  that  a  whole  town- 
ship might  be  forfeited  because  some  one  of  the  grantees  inadvertently, 
or  by  design,  should  cut  down  a  pine  tree  of  more  than  24  inches  dia- 
meter led  McNutt  to  say  that  such  a  provision  in  the  grants  would  tend 
to  frustrate  the  settlement  of  the  colony  altogether.  The  only  way  to 
preserve  the  timber  was  to  give  the  Farmer  his  deed  without  reservation, 
otherwise  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he  would  let  any  pine  tree  grow 
to  the  size  of  24  inches  diameter  as  he  would  be  liable,  in  that  case  to 
forfeit  his  land  if  he  should  use  it.  It  would  become  the  policy  of  the 
farmer  to  destroy  all  the  young  growths.  Fishermen  would  be  in  a  still 
worse  condition  not  being  permitted  to  use  the  timber  on  their  own 
lands  even  to  build  a  fishing  vessel  with. 

The  Lords  of  Trade,  however,  were  not  disposed  to  yield  on  this 
head.  They  deemed  it  a  matter  of  national  concern  that  there  should 
be  a  reserve  of  masts  for  the  Royal  Navy,  and  held  that  there  should 
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be  some  restriction  on  the  cutting  of  pine  timber  of  such  dimensions.* 
They  wished,  however,  to  encourage  the  colonization  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  agreed  that  it  was  reasonable  that  Colonel  McNutt  should  be  allowed 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  every  five  hundred  acres  settled  by  him  at 
his  own  expense. 

Shortly  after,  McNutt  visited  Londonderry,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
where  in  April,  1761,  he  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Arthur  Vance 
and  William  Caldwell,  merchants,  to  furnish  ships  to  carry  passengers 
to  Halifax  in  accordance  with  his  plans  for  the  settlement  of  his 
townships.  He  issued  advertisements  for  the  encouragement  of  settlers, 
and  by  his  indefatigable  labours  and  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Vance 
and  Caldwell  many  persons  agreed  to  immigrate  to  Nova  Scotia.  By 
the  28th  of  August  three  hundred  were  embarked  on  board  the  ship 
Hopewell,  Capt.  Rich'd  Caldwell,  for  Halifax.  A  large  number  of  others 
had  sold  part  of  their  effects  and  were  disposing  of  the  remainder  in 
order  to  follow  their  friends  in  the  Spring.  The  people,  though  generally 
poor,  are  described  as  very  industrious  and  Hkely  to  make  good  settlers. 
Vance  and  Caldwell  were  the  owners  of  several  large  vessels  well  adapted 
for  the  passenger  trade.  They  wrote  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  that  they  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  carry  over  several 
thousands  of  immigrants,  provided  those  now  setting  out  should  meet 
such  treatment  as  would  lead  them  to  give  encouragement  to  their 
friends  at  home. 

The  ship  Hopewell  sailed  from  Londonderry  for  Halifax  about  the 
end  of  August  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  settlers,^  many  of  them 

^  In  their  representation  to  the  King  in  Council  of  the  15th  May,  1766,  the  Lords 
of  Trade  recommended  that  in  all  grants  of  townships  to  McNutt  or  others  care 
should  be  taken  to  have  in  the  grant  a  clause  reserving  to  His  Majesty  "all  White 
or  other  Pine  Trees  of  the  growth  of  24  Inches  diameter  and  upwards  at  12  inches 
from  the  earth,  and  declaring  that  if  such  Trees  shall  be  cut  or  felled  without  License 
from  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Woods,  or  his  Deputy,  or  from  the  Governor  of 
the  Province  for  the  time  being,  the  lot  or  share  of  land  on  which  they  shall  be  so 
cut  shall  be  forfeited  and  the  lands  revert  to  the  King."  This  they  regarded  as  a 
condition  not  only  necessary  in  itself,  but  conformable  to  what  His  Majesty  had 
though  proper  to  direct  in  respect  to  grants  of  lands  in  other  colonies,  founded  upon 
the  regulations  of  several  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  better  preservation  of  His 
Majesty's  woods  in  America,  and  conceived  to  be  a  restriction  highly  expedient  until 
some  more  perfect  and  effectual  plan  should  be  adopted  for  so  national  and  impor- 
tant an  object. 

^  The  number  of  settlers  who  came  in  the  Hopewell  is  variously  stated.  McNutt 
in  his  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  March  23,  1763,  represents  them  as  ''near 
four  hundred."  To  the  Council  at  Halifax  on  their  arrival  he  reported  them  as 
*'  upwards  of  three  hundred."  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  in  his  letter  o£  3d  November, 
1761,  speaks  of  them  as  "upwards  of  two  hundred,"  and  a  report  of  a  Committee  of 
Council  in  1766,  gives  the  number  as  "about  250  persons." 
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heads  of  families.  Colonel  McNutt  accompanied  them.  They  arrived 
at  their  destination  on  the  9th  October.  Unfortunately,  the  small- 
pox broke  out  during  the  passage,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Hahfax  they 
were  by  the  Lieut.  Governor's  orders  landed  on  Cornwalhs  Island, 
where  they  remained  several  days  without  shelter.  Colonel  McNutt 
at  once  waited  upon  the  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council  informing  them 
that  he  proposed  to  set  out  in  a  few  days  with  a  number  of  the  principal 
people  to  view  the  lands  at  Cobequid  and  Shubenacadie,  after  which 
he  was  to  return  to  Ireland  with  their  report  of  the  country,  and  ex- 
pected in  the  next  Spring  to  bring  over  ten  thousand  persons  to  settle 
in  the  Province.  He  was  assured  by  the  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council 
that  he  should  have  all  possible  encouragement  from  Government. 

At  this  time  McNutt  had  golden  dreams  as  to  the  possibilities  of 
Irish  immigration,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  authorities  at  Halifax 
caught  the  inspiration  of  his  enthusiasm  for  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher 
wrote  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  3d  November,  '^The  spirit  for  extending 
the  Settlements  will  be  yearly  increased  by  the  example  of  Capt.  McNutt, 
who  arrived  here  last  month  with  upwards  of  Two  Hundred  persons  from 
Londonderry  and  other  parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  imported  for  his 
intended  settlements  upon  the  Terms  approved  by  your  Lordships 
and  designed  for  His  Majesty's  confirmation  and  orders,  which,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  to  received  .  .  .  Mr.  McNutt 
informs  me  that  he  has  contracted  for  ten  thousand  tons  of  shipping, 
five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  and  other  grain,  and  provisions  in  the 
same  proportion  for  the  use  of  these  settlers.  He  is  now  on  a  Tour  to 
the  Townships  reserved  for  his  Settlements  with  some  of  the  principal 
persons  that  arrived  with  him,  and  for  viewing  other  lands  as  a  founda- 
tion for  their  report  of  the  situation  and  soil  to  the  expected  settlers, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of, ample  satisfaction  in  these  reports  to 
induce  them  to  embark  upon  Mr.  McNutt's  proposals.  The  people 
he  has  already  introduced  to  the  Province,  tho'  not  of  Substance,  have 
recommendations  for  Industry  and  Sobriety  and  will  be  satisfied  with 
small  distributions  of  lands.  They  have  shewn  their  industrious  dis- 
positions by  engaging  in  Common  labor  upon  far  more  moderate  terms 
than  the  poorer  sort  from  New  England,  who  have  refused  to  labor 
under  four  shillings  a  day,  while  Mr.  McNutt's  Settlers  think  themselves 
well  rewarded  with  two.  The  zeal  and  resolution  of  Mr.  McNutt  cannot 
be  sufficiently  commended,  and  both  he  and  his  settlers  express  a 
perfect  satisfaction  in  the  care  of  Government  for  their  assistance. 
The  service  would  be  very  considerable  to  the  Province  if  the  example 
might  be  followed  for  inviting  settlers  from  other  parts  of  Europe  upon 

*  The  orders  did  not  reach  Nova  Scotia  until  nearly  two  years  later. 
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the  proposals  expected  by  your  Lordships  for  making  Settlements  upon 
the  lands  remaining  to  be  granted." 

Unfortunately  the  pioneers  of  the  Ulster  immigration  arrived  too 
late  in  the  season  to  be  placed  upon  their  lands  before  winter.  Most 
of  them  were  without  means  of  subsistence  and  in  consequence  were 
compelled  to  remain  in  Halifax  until  the  spring.  They  supported 
themselves  by  their  own  labor  with  the  assistance  of  the  Government, 
the  charitable  aid  of  the  citizens  and  some  provisions  furnished  them 
by  Colonel  McNutt.  Early  the  next  spring  a  contribution  Avas  made 
by  the  Council  and  principal  citizens  for  the  hire  of  a  vessel  to  send  them 
to  Cobequid  where  excellent  lands,  including  the  best  marshes  of  that 
region,  were  assigned  them.  They  were  also  furnished  with  provisions, 
seed  corn,  tools  and  materials  for  building,  and  being  afterwards  in 
distress  were  further  supplied  with  provisions  by  the  Province. 

The  other  townships  were  at  this  time  making  satisfactory  progress. 
During  the  summer  of  1761,  Truro,  Onslow,  Cumberland,  Annapolis 
Royal  and  Granville  had  been  settled  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
families.  Repairs  were  made  to  the  dikes  at  Horton,  Truro  and  Onslow, 
and  the  marsh  lands  rendered  fit  for  cultivation.  The  lots  which  had  not 
been  taken  up  by  members  of  the  Associations,  who  had  originally 
signified  their  intention  of  becoming  settlers,  were  by  proclamation 
declared  forfeited  and  other  settlers  invited  in  their  room^ 

An  excellent  synopsis  of  the  state  of  the  various  townships  was 
prepared  by  Surveyor  General  Morris  at  the  close  of  this  year  for  the 
information  of  the  Lords  of  Trade. ^  McNutt  w^as  instrumental  in 
the  establishment  of  Truro  and  Onslow.  The  experience  of  the  settlers 
of  these  townships  in  the  first  year  was  discouraging.  Owing  to  con- 
trary winds  they  had  a  long  passage  from  New  England  and  did  not 
arrive  till  the  latter  part  of  May.  Their  crop  of  corn,  being  sowed  late, 
suffered  by  the  excessive  drought  of  the  summer  and  was  finally  blasted 

^  A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  many  Rights  are  become  vacant  in  several  of  the  Townships  in  this 
Province,  viz.:  Sackville,  Amherst,  Granville,  Yarmouth,  Barrington,  Onslow,  New 
Dublin,  Chester,  by  failure  in  the  Grantees  of  performance  of  the  required  condition 
of  settling  with  their  Families  within  a  limited  time,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  His  Majesty's  Council  for  the  said  Pro\T:nce, 
to  publish  this  proclamation  giving  notice  that  all  persons  who  shall  come  as  settlers 
to  any  of  the  above  mentioned  To^vnships  with  their  families  and  stock,  on  or  before 
the  15th  day  of  September  next,  shall  be  entitled  to  shares  according  to  the  number 
in  each  family,  and  in  proportion  to  the  grants  heretofore  made  until  the  nimiber 
in  each  Township  shall  be  completed. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  at  Halifax  this  25th  day  of  March,  1762. 

J.  BELCHER. 

^  This  report  is  printed  in  the  Report  Concerning  Canadian  Archives  for  1004, 
pp.  290-300,  and  a  nimiber  of  the  plans  made  bj''  Morris  are  reproduced  therein. 

Sec.  XL,  1911.     (3. 
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by  au  early  fiost.  In  consequence  the  Government  lent  them  fourteen 
hundred  bushels  of  corn,  to  be  repaid  when  demanded.  They  raised 
potatoes  and  other  roots  sufficient  for  their  use,  and  were  able  to  cut 
sufficient  hay  for  their  cattle.  The  next  spring  a  considerable  addition 
was  made  to  the  settlements  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  McNutt's 
Irish  settlers,  who  had  spent  the  winter  in  Hahfax.  In  October,  1763, 
nearly  two  years  later,  Mr.  Morris  submitted  a  second  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  townships,  from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken: — 

"Within  the  Basin  of  Minas,  on  that  Branch  of  it  called  Cobequid 
Basin,  are  the  two  townships  of  Truro  and  Onslow.  Onslow  has  about 
fifty  famihes.  These  are  the  most  Indigent  as  well  as  most  Indolent 
people  in  the  colony.  Several  families  suffered  severely  last  winter 
and  some  were  famished.  If  they  are  not  reheved  this  winter  there 
will  be  great  danger  of  their  starving  or  quitting  the  colony.  They 
have  but  a  small  proportion  of  stock,  compared  with  the  other  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Province,  and  there  are  very  few  people  of  any  substance 
among  them — 500  bushels  of  corn  will  be  scare  sufficient  to  keep  them 
from  starving.  If  100  bushels  of  wheat  for  seed  were  sent  them  early 
in  the  Spring,  it  would  in  a  great  measure  alter  their  circumstances. 
Truro  has  about  sixty  families.  These  are  Irish  Protestants,  mostly 
from  New  England,^  a  very  industrious  set  of  people;  have  large  stocks, 
and  tho'  they  have  been  settled  but  two  years,  will  this  year  raise  grain 
sufficient  for  their  support,  except  a  very  few  families.  None  of  these 
settlers  have  as  yet  any  Grants  of  their  land.  About  fifteen  settlers, 
Protestants  from  Ireland,  are  settled  on  the  north  side  of  Cobequid  Basin. 
These  are  industrious  and  doing  extremely  well  considering  they  had 
neither  money  nor  stock.  Some  little  assistance  they  will  want  from 
Government.  Justices  have  been  appointed  and  Militia  settled  in  these 
Townships." 

Charles  Morris,  being  himself  a  New  England  man,  understood  the 
temper  of  the  immigrants  who  came  from  that  quarter,  and  his  services 
were  most  valuable  in  promoting  their  settlements.  In  the  report 
from  which  we  have  just  quoted  he  makes  the  following  important 
statement:  "Upon  application  of  the  settlers  from  New  England  for 
Townships  to  General  Lawrence,  among  other  promises  to  induce  them 
to  come  this  was  not  the  least  prevalent,  that  they  should  be  entitled  to 
the  sam.e  Priviledges  they  enjoyed  in  the  other  colonies,  and  in  par- 
ticular that  of  being  constructed  into  Townships  and  having  officers 
to  regulate  their  own  affairs,  this  would  be  very  essential  to  estabhsh 
peace  and  good  order  among  them  and  to  promote  their  welfare.  This 
power  might  be  confirmed  by  Act  of  Assembly." 

^  Many  of  these  settlers  came  from  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire.  That  place 
was  settled  by  immigrants  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  about  1718.  Alexander 
McNutt  knew  these  people  very  well  and  no  doubt  was  largely  instrumental  in  their 
coming  to  Nova  Scotia.  Their  descendants  in  Colchester  County  are  numerous. 
See  Historical  Sketch  of  Colchester  County  by  Thomas  Miller,  p.  314. 
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VIII. — Lieut. -Gov.  Belcher  unfriendly  to  McNutt.     The  British  Ministry 
and  Irish  I  ni)  nig  ration.     The  Township  of  Maugerville. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  17G1  the  immigration  to  Nova  Scotia  from 
New  England  had  assumed  very  considerable  proportions.  As  a  con- 
sequence lands  suitable  for  settlement  were  eagerly  sought  by  specula- 
tors. Halifax  merchants,  army  officers  and  government  officials  joined 
in  the  general  scramble.  On  the  recommendation  of  Charles  Morris, 
the  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council  agreed  that  no  more  land  in  the  town- 
ships of  Horton,  Cornwalhs  and  Falmouth  should  be  given  to  officers 
and  inhabitants  of  Halifax,  as  many  settlers  arriving  from  New  England 
could  not  in  that  case  be  provided  for.  The  minutes  of  the  Governor 
in  Council  supply  many  interesting  particulars  of  the  progress  of  the 
townships  of  which  the  space  at  our  disposal  forbids  further  mention. 

About  this  time  Alexander  McNutt  found  himself  at  loggerheads 
with  Lieutenant  Governor  Belcher  and  certain  members  of  the  Council, 
and  the  breach  once  established  rapidly  widened.  Belcher  came  of  a  hot- 
headed family  ^  and  was  himself  of  an  irascible  disposition.  He  soon 
came  to  regard  Alexander  McNutt  as  an  erratic  individual,  lacking  in 
mental  ballast  and  one  whose  proposals  needed  to  be  watched.  The 
Colonel,  on  his  part,  regarded  the  Governor  as  unenterprising,  self- 
seeking  and  unduly  prejudiced.  The  trouble  began  not  long  after 
McNutt 's  arrival  at  Halifax  with  his  Irish  immigrants  in  October,  1761, 
and  was  intensified  after  his  return  from  Ireland  the  next  year.  It  is 
so  difficult  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  controversy  that  it  may 
be  well  to  hear  both  parties  and  in  the  extracts  that  follow  we  shall 
allow  them  to  speak  for  themselves. 

Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  McNutt's  second  band  of  Irish  immi- 
grants, the  Lieut.  Governor  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade:  "That  Mr. 
McNutt  very  unexpectedly  arrived  here  in  November  last  at  the  head 
of  above  200  persons,  embarked  from  Ireland  for  the  Plantations  in 
general,  and  not  for  Nova  Scotia  in  particular,  as  appeared  by  Mr. 
McNutt's  demand  of  a  sum  of  money  for  their  provisions  or  that  other- 
wise he  would  carry  his  passengers  to  Philadelphia.  However  con- 
trary to  his  express  engagement  with  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  no  ex- 
pence  should  be  incurred  to  this  Government  for  his  settlements,  yet 
I  conceived  it  might  discourage  the  general  plan  resolved  upon  if 
persons  offering  themselves  should  without  some  very  pressing  reasons 
be  refused,  and  therefore  these  people,  who  are  in  extreme  poverty, 
were  received  upon  the  terms  required  by  Mr.  McNutt  and  are  at  present 

^  See  Murdoch's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  II,  pp.  579',  580. 
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fixed  at  New  Dublin.  Mr.  McXutt  having  involved  the  Government 
by  liis  two  transportations  hither  in  the  expence  of  near  £500,  I  thought 
it  high  time  to  give  him  notice  that  unless  his  Plan  could  be  better 
supported  in  point  of  expence  it  could  not  possibly  be  carried  further 
without  peremptory  orders  from  the  King's  minister  and  a  public  fund 
allotted  for  that  purpose.  He  took  his  departure  from  hence  ver}^ 
suddenly  and  without  any  notice  to  the  Government  of  his  going,  and, 
as  I  find  he  proposes  to  repair  again  to  England,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  state  this  much  of  his  proceedings  and  shall  upon  rendering  the 
accounts  of  the  expence  incurred  by  Mr.  McNutt  write  more  particularh^ 
upon  the  impracticability  of  his  schemes  for  accomplishing  any  settle- 
ments in  the  Province." 

A  good  deal  of  McNutt's  difficult}^  arose  from  the  fact  that  while 
the  Lords  of  Trade  had  on  the  5th  March,  1761,  recommended  to  the 
King  in  Council  that  lands  in  Nova  Scotia  should  be  provided  for  his 
settlers  upon  the  terms  stipulated  by  him,  it  was  not  until  two  years 
later  that  the  Lieut.  Governor  received  positive  instructions  to  grant 
the  lands.  Consequently  when  Colonel  McNutt  arrived  with  his 
second  lot  of  immigrants  in  1762,  the  Lieut.  Governor  declined  to 
admit  them  as  settlers,  alleging  that  he  had  not  received  any  orders 
so  to  do. 

On  his  arrival  in  London  Colonel  McNutt  made  a  very  emphatic 
statement  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  concerning  the  opposition  he  had 
encountered  at  Halifax.  His  memorial  is,  of  course,  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment, yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  he  had  not  good  ground  for 
complaint  in  view  of  the  fact  that  four  members  of  the  Council  wrote 
in  his  favor  to  Governor  Ellis,  who  was  then  in  England. 

Among  other  things  McNutt  charges  his  enemies  at  Halifax  with 
having  informed  the  people  he  brought  from  Londonderry  that  provi- 
sions for  their  voyage  and  the  cost  of  transport  had  been  paid  by 
Govemment,  that  he  had  deceived  his  countrymen  and  had  moreover 
not  one  foot  of  land  in  the  Province  to  offer  them.  McNutt  says  that 
those  who  interfered  with  him  were  a  class  of  sycophants  whose  inten- 
tion it  was  to  obtain  grants  of  the  best  lands  in  the  province,  in  order 
to  settle  thereupon  as  their  tenants  the  very  people  he  was  introducing 
into  the  Province.  The  settlers  he  had  already  brought  were  advised 
by  a  Halifax  magistrate,  one  Scott,  by  no  means  to  give  notes  to  McNutt 
for  the  provisions  furnished  during  the  winter.  In  consequence  of 
many  discouragements  some  of  the  immigrants  embarked  in  the  spring 
for  New  England,  and  part  of  those  that  remained  became  'tenants  to 
Belcher  &  Company."  According  to  McNutt  the  Lieut.  Governor 
not  only  declined  any  interference  in  his  behalf  but  tried  to  induce 
the  Council  further  to  embarrass  him  by  only  allowing  five  or  six  acres 
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of  land  to  settlers  of  Irish  extraction.  McNutt  makes  many  other  com- 
plaints of  vexations  interference  and  of  the  unwillingness  of  Lieut. 
Governor  Belcher  to  assist  him  in  any  way.  He  rehearses  his  own  ser- 
vices stating.  ''That  ever  since  the  Defeat  of  Braddock  he  had  been 
engaged  in  defence  of  the  Protestant  Interest,  had  been  in  upwards  of 
Twenty  Engagements  by  sea  and  land,  and  always  served  as  volunteer, 
having  never  asked  nor  received  one  shilling  for  all  his  expence .... 
That  after  he  had  undertaken  the  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia  he  was 
offered  twenty  Townships  upon  Kennebec  River,  free  of  all  quit  rent, 
and  that  after  all  his  loss  of  time  and  expence  he  thought  it  hard  to  be 
treated  in  such  a  manner."  The  Colonel  says  further,  that  had  his 
plans  not  been  interfered  with  he  had  hoped  to  have  introduced  as 
useful  settlers  a  number  of  foreign  Protestants  without  any  cost  to 
the  country.  All  he  now  desired  was  that  all  Protestants  should 
enjoy  equal  rights  and  privileges,  religious  and  civil,  ''that  every  one 
might  take  their  own  way  to  Happiness,  and  that  no  person  whatso- 
ever of  bad  morals  or  guilty  of  any  enormous  Iregularity  may  ever  be 
permitted  to  mar  any  office  or  power  amongst  the  People  for  this  is 
and  will  be  the  surest  foundation  for  a  truely  Christian  Establishment.'' 

Colonel  McNutt  had  friends  in  the  Council,  and  at  his  request  John 
Collier,  Charles  Morris,  Henry  Newton  and  Michael  Francklin  wrote 
a  joint  letter  to  Governor  Ellis^  in  his  behalf. 

They  mention  the  arrival  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  McNutt's 
immigrants  from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  November,  1762,  and  regret 
that  difficulties  unforeseen  had  delayed  their  coming  to  so  late  a  time  of 
the  year.  The  lateness  of  their  arrival  would,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  unfortunate,  and  more  so  in  this  instance  owing  to  the 
opposition  of  those  high  in  authority  to  the  Colonel's  plans. 

Continuing  their  letter  the  writers  sa}^  that  McNutt,  soon  after 
his  arrival,  explained  to  the  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council  that  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  give  his  people  assistance  in  provisions  to  carry 
them  through  the  coming  winter.  After  due  deliberation,  and  some 
opposition,  it  was  agreed  to  supply  them  with  four  months'  provisions 
and  that  the  Government  vessels  should  transport  one  hundred  persons 
to  their  lands,  the  others  being  able  to  provide  for  themselves.  "The 
Council  were  induced  to  advise  this  measure  in  order  to  retain  in  the 
Province  such  a  number  of  valuable  settlers,  having  experienced  that  the 
few  Protestants  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  had  been  previously 
brought  over  by  the  Colonel  and  settled  on  their  lands,  were  likely,  by 


^   Hon.  Henry  Ellis  was  appointed  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  Spring  of 
'  1761,  and  held  the  position  for  more  than  two  years.     He  remained  in  England  during 
his  term  of  office,  not  being  in  good  health. 
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their  Industry  and  Frugality  to  succeed,  and  had  incurred  less  expence 
to  the  Province  than  any  other  settlers  that  had  been  brought  into  it.'^ 

It  seems  that  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  was  inclined,  perhaps  on  the 
ground  of  economy,  to  limit  the  supply  of  provisions  to  two  months 
instead  of  four.  This  led  Messrs.  Collier,  Morris,  Newton  and  Franckiin 
to  observe:  "We  cannot  help  remarking  that  this  unsteady  and  irre- 
solute kind  of  conduct,  which  indeed  tinctures  the  whole  of  the  Lieut. 
Governor's  administration,  must  necessarily  give  the  new  Inhabitants 
an  unfavourable  impression." 

The  little  world  of  Halifax  was  so  full  of  cabals  at  this  time  that 
even  the  Council  appears  to  have  been  divided  into  factions.  McNutt's 
friends  were  manifestly  dissatisfied  with  Belcher's  administration, 
and  their  letter  to  Governor  Ellis  closes  with  an  expression  of  their 
earnest  desire  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  his  Excellency 
upon  his  safe  arrival  in  Nova  Scotia  to  assume  the  reins  of  government. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  these  gentlemen  may  have  been  unduly  pre- 
judiced against  the  Lieut.  Governor,  nevertheless,  they  had  been  resi- 
dents of  the  province  since  the  first  settlement  of  Halifax,  and  the 
records  show  them  to  have  been  the  most  liberal  minded  and  progressive 
of  the  Lieut.  Governor's  advisers.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  in  writing 
to  Governor  Ellis  they  employed  the  old  familiar  argument  for  the 
speedy  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  "We  cannot  close  our  letter,'^ 
they  say,  "without  remarking  to  your  Excellency  that  considering 
the  circumstances  of  Nova  Scotia — bordering  on  the  Province  of 
Canada,  whose  inhabitants  are  a  numerous  body  of  people,  all  Roman 
Catholicks  and  all  French  and  firml}^  attached  to  the  interest  of  the 
Crown  of  France,  and  who  cannot  be  kept  in  subjection  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  but  by  means  of  Garrisons,  and  which  may  by  some  unfor- 
seen  accident  be  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  the  English — we  are  of 
opinion  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
that  this  Province,  capable  of  entertaining  more  than  a  million  inhabi- 
tants, should  be  filled  with  them  as  fast  as  possible  as  the  most  effectual 
method  of  retaining  it  at  all  hazards  as  a  Barrier  against  Canada  and  as 
a  support  of  the  fishery  of  Newfoundland  against  any  sudden  surprize 
or  attempt.  Regard  ought  also  to  be  had  that  the  Province  should. 
be  settled  by  Protestants  of  known  attachment  to  His  Majesty  and  to 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  whether  from  Great  Britain  itself,  Ireland, 
Hanover  or  any  other  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  and  that  all 
Protestant  subjects  should  have  free  liberty  to  come  and  settle  and 
have  equal  rights  of  land  and  equal  privileges  in  all  respects." 

There  was  undoubtedly  in  HaHfax  a  considerable  number  of  people, 
some  of  them  holding  official  positions,  who  were  anxious  to  curtail 
McNutt's  ambitious  plans   with  the   design   of  themselves   becoming 
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large  land  holders.  Many  of  these,  McNutt  says,  would  not  have 
scrupled  to  steal  from  him  his  settlers  as  tenants  for  their  lands.  The 
idea  of  establishmg  an  Irish  tenantr}^  would,  perhaps,  not  have  been 
distasteful  to  Belcher,  who  observes  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  ^'they  will  be  satisfied  with  small  distributions  of  lands." 
The  Lieut.  Governor  may  really  have  considered  that  they  would 
succeed  better  as  tenants,  but  it  seems  more  probable  that  he  feared 
the  prospect  of  being  landowners  would  bring  them  to  Nova  Scotia 
in  ever  increasing  numbers,  and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  expend 
more  than  the  sum  placed  at  his  disposal  by  parliament  to  provide 
them  with  the  necessaries  of  life  after  their  arrival  and  to  assist  them 
in  getting  on  their  lands.  The  British  Government  had  already  spent 
half  a  million  pounds  sterling  in  the  establishment  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
was  disposed  to  retrench.  Belcher  had  been  repeatedly  censured  for 
the  large  expenditures  consequent  upon  the  immigration  policy  insti- 
tuted by  Governor  Lawrence.  Whatever  may  have  been  his  faults  the 
Lieut.  Governor  does  not  appear  to  have  been  guilty  of  peculation^  A 
man  of  hasty  temper  and  a  tory  of  the  olden  time,  there  is  nevertheless 
nothing  to  show  that  he  was  self-seeking  or  that  he  profited  by  his 
position.  Had  such  been  his  character  he  could  hardly  have  filled  for 
more  than  twenty  years  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  Nova  Scotia. 

On  the  19th  November,  1762,  a  few  days  after  Colonel  McNutt 's 
departure  for  London,  the  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council  took  under 
consideration  the  impropriety  and  inconvenience  of  having  settlers 
brought  into  the  Province  who  immediately  became  a  burthen  to  the 
Government.  The  majority  agreed  that  it  was  not  desirable  that 
such  settlers  should  be  brought  into  the  Province.  The  Lieut.  Governor 
thereupon  declared  that  he  should  construe  their  resolution  as  con- 
demnatory of  Colonel  McNutt's  proceedings,  that  he  had  already  made 
a  representation  to  the  ministry  in  England  against  the  schemes  of 
McNutt  and  should  do  so  again.  One  of  the  Council  ventured  to  suggest 
that  the  resolution  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  admit  settlers  who  were 
liable  at  the  outset  to  require  assistance,  should  serve  as  the  basis  of  a 
request  of  Council  that  the  Lieut.  Governor  should  apply  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  for  a  fund  to  assist  indigent  settlers  at  their  first  coming  into 
the  province.  To  this  Belcher  replied  that  he  would  save  the  Council 
the  trouble  of  giving  him  any  such  advice  by  assuring  them  that  he 
should  not  comply  with  it.  The  four  members  of  the  Council,  Messrs. 
Collier,  Morris,  Newton  and  Francklin,  in  their  letter  to  Governor  Ellis, 
above  referred  to,  state  that   Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  was  anxious  to 

^  The  Nova  Scotia  legislature,  June  29,  17S1,  voted  a  pension  of  £50  sterling 
for  life  to  Elizabeth  Amelia  Belcher,  the  orphan  daughter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Belcher. 
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have  a  proposal  approved  in  Council  that  none  of  the  Irish  settlers, 
who  might  thereafter  be  brought  into  the  Province,  should  be  entitled 
to  more  than  five  or  six  acres  of  land.  This  they  considered  as  further 
proof  that  the  Lieut.  Governor  was  disposed  to  throw  every  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  McNutt's  undertakings.  The  correspondents  proceed  to 
argue  that  settlers  of  the  class  introduced  by  Colonel  McNutt  were 
essential  to  the  development  of  the  province.  Their  remarks  on 
this  head  are   worthy  of  being  quoted: — 

^'That  people  of  ability  and  in  easy  circumstances  only  should  be 
encouraged  to  come  and  settle  here  will  bc^  found  a  very  impracticable 
scheme,  and  had  the  other  American  Colonies  received  such  only,  they 
would  to  this  day  have  been  a  wilderness  inhabited  by  savages.  The 
labouring  people,  who  work  and  live  frugal,  are  in  general  not  the 
people  of  Ability,  but  they  are  the  real  riches  of  all  countries,  the 
foundation  of  all  husbandry  and  manufactures.  We  could  give  many 
instances  of  people  who  have  brought  wealth  into  this  country  and 
who,  having  by  various  means  consumed  it,  have  quitted  the  Province, 
while  labouring  people  with  some  little  help  at  the  beginning  are  now 
able  to  support  themselves,  remain  settled  in  the  Province  and  are  very 
usefull  members  of  it.  We  don't  imagine  that  such  assistance  as  is 
now  requisite  need  be  continued  a  longtime,  or  that  it  should  be  advanced 
on  any  other  account  than  by  way  of  a  Loan,  for  the  payment  of  which 
their  lands  should  be  the  security,  for  these  people  will  be  in  a  capacity 
in  two  or  three  years  to  repay  it.  We  are  of  opinion  that  a  sum  of 
two  thousand  pounds  a  year  for  three  or  four  years  would  be  a  fund 
sufficient  to  answer  the  designs  of  settling  the  Province  so  effectually 
as  to  save  an  infinitely  greater  sum,  which  may  hereafter  be  expended 
to  preserve  it  if  not  settled." 

Alexander  McNutt's  troubles  were  not  by  any  means  confined 
to  Nova  Scotia;  opposition  to  his  plans  for  promoting  Irish  immigration 
developed  in  government  circles  in  England.  Here  again  we  turn  to 
official  documents  for  information.  On  the  16th  March,  1762,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  took  into  consideration  a  memorial  from  McNutt  in 
which  he  asked  their  approval  of  his  plan  of  transporting  several  thousand 
Iiish  families  to  Nova  Scotia  there  to  become  settlers.  He  says  that 
he  had  entered  into  contracts  to  the  amount  of  £26,000  sterling  and 
upwards  in  connection  with  this  enterprise.  He  hoped  that  their  lord- 
ships would  not  rate  him  among  the  ''  Schemers  who  may  have  without 
foundation  or  abilities  undertaken  such  a  work,"  but  hoped  the  proof 
he  had  given  the  previous  year  will  be  an  earnest  of  his  future  success. 
In  his  petition  he  requests  the  grant  of  "  a  charter  to  erect  a  City  by  the 
name  of  Jerusalem  at  Port  Rosea  [Roseway],  on  the  Cape  Sable  shore 
of  Nova  Scotia,  that  being  the  best  Harbour  for  carrying  on  the  Fishery 
in  all  its  branches  and  most  apth'  situated  for  extending  the  settlement 
of  the  Province."     He  also  ask^  for  grants  of  large  tracts  of  land  for 
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the  purpose  of  "parcelling  it  out"  to  his  settlers,  this  being  the  only 
way  he  can  have  security  for  the  repayment  by  the  settlers  of  their 
passage  and  subsistence.  As  a  practical  aid  to  his  undertaking  he  asks 
that  his  vessels,  after  delivering  their  passengers  at  Halifax,  may  have 
the  contract  of  transporting  to  Europe  "the  Neutral  French,  falsely  so- 
called,"  who  are  yet  in  Nova  Scotia.  Also  that  their  Lordships  would 
allow  him  a  vessel  of  100  Tons  to  carry  his  settlers  to  their  various 
locations  after  their  arrival  in  the  province  and  that  he  might  be  allowed 
to  have  the  contract  of  making  and  clearing  roads  from  Halifax  to  the 
new  townships  and  other  kinds  of  public  work,  such  as  the  construction 
of  block-houses  and  providing  wood  for  the  garrisons,  and  thus  afford 
employment  to  any  settlers  unable  to  get  at  once  upon  their  lands.  In 
order  to  enable  him  the  better  to  pursue  his  canvas  for  settlers  in  Ire- 
land he  asks  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  recommend  out  of  their  number, 
proper  persons  to  bear  commissions  in  the  militia  of  the  new  townships, 
also  that  he  may  assure  all  denominations  of  Protestants  that  they 
''shall  all  bear  offices  and  enjoy  equal  privileges.''  He  desired  also 
to  have  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in  each  township  to  carry  on  the 
manufacture  of  Potash. 

The  answer  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  McNutt's  memorial  will  be 
found  in  their  representation  to  the  King  of  the  12tli  of  April.  [See 
Appendix  IX]. 

They  state  therein  that  having  called  McNutt  before  them  he  had 
given  them  very  full  information  both  of  what  he  had  done  and  of  what 
he  intended  to  do  for  the  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  They  were  in- 
formed that  he  had  entered  into  contract  with  merchants  at  London- 
derry for  the  hire  of  10,000  tons  of  shipping,  in  order  to  carr}^  seven  or 
eight  thousand  persons  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  also  had  contracted  for  five 
hundred  bushels  of  hemp  seed  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  production 
of  that  valuable  commodity. 

Forseeing  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  to  Irish  emigration 
on  a  large  scale,  the  Lords  of  Trade  were  induced  to  make  a  special  recom- 
mendation in  the  interests  of  Colonel  McNutt  w^ho  seems  to  have  won 
them  over  to  his  views.  They  state  that  the  eager  disposition  of  the 
people  of  the  north  of  Ireland  to  migrate  to  America  had  not  been 
particularly  excited  by  his  proposals,  but  had  long  prevailed,  and  that 
agents  from  the  American  colonies  were  continually  employed,  under 
whose  directions  many  thousands  had  already  gone.  Many  more 
would  go  upon  terms  much  less  advantageous  than  those  offered  by 
McNutt,  wdio,  if  not  suffered  to  proceed  with  his  plan  in  Nova  Scotia, 
had  frankly  intimated  that  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  settlements 
for  the  persons  he  had  engaged  with  in  some  other  parts  of  America. 
They  suggested,  therefore,  that  Colonel  McNutt  should  be  permitted  to 
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carry  out  such  engagements  as  he  had  ah-eady  made,  and  that  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  should  be  directed  by  His  Majesty's  order 
in  Council  to  make  grants  to  the  persons  already  introduced,  and  to  be 
introduced  by  him,  on  lands  reserved  for  settlement  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  recommended  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1761.  The  King  in  Council  approved  of  this  and  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1763,  gave  directions  that  lands  should  be  provided  and  grants  be  made 
to  the  settlers  introduced  by  McNutt. 

Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  could  no  longer  refuse  grants  or  interfere 
with  the  settlement  of  McNutt's  people  in  the  way  he  had  shown  an 
inclination  to  do.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  Colonel  had  spent  three 
months  dancing  attendance  on  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  in  interviews 
with  those  in  power,  and  before  he  could  give  his  attention  to  the  matter 
it  was  too  late  to  bring  from  Ireland  the  large  number  of  settlers  he 
had  intended  to  transport  in  the  summer  of  1762. 

The  British  Ministry  began  to  view  with  alarm  the  prospect  of  the 
people  of  the  North  of  Ireland  emigrating  to  Nova  Scotia  in  large  num- 
bers, and  the  committee  of  the  Council  on  Plantation  affairs  was  asked 
to  consider  the  matter,  which  they  did,  and  their  decision  was  expressed 
in  the  following  terms: — ^^The  Lords  of  the  Committee,  being  of  opinion 
that  however  desirable  an  object  the  settling  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be 
yet  the  migration  from  Ireland  of  such  great  numbers  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  must  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences  to  that  King- 
dom, do  therefore  hereby  order  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations  do  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Instruction  for  His  Majesty's 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  Nova  Scotia  requiring  him  not  to 
grant  lands  to,  or  permit  any  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  from  Ireland 
to  become  settlers  in  that  Province,  except  such  as  have  been  resident 
either  in  Nova  Scotia  or  some  other  of  His  Majesty's  Colonys  in  America 
for  the  space  of  five  years."  The  Ministry  approved  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  and  an  effectual  barrier  to  Irish  immigration  was 
now  interposed. 

Colonel  McNutt  was  greatly  disappointed.  He  computed  the 
damages  sustained  by  his  not  being  permitted  to  carry  out  his  design 
at  £16,000^  He  sa3^s,  moreover,  that  he  "never  meant  to  people  Nova 
Scotia  with  Irish,  but  only  to  direct  thither  the  course  of  such  Irish 
familys  as  were  already  going  to  the  Provinces  in  America."^ 


^  See  his  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  March  13,  1763.  Among  the  damages 
were  the  charges  of  four  vessels  detained  in  order  to  be  ready  to  carry  settlers  to  Nova 
Scotia  from  Ireland. 

^  In  their  representation  to  the  King  of  May  15,  1766,  concerning  fresh  pro- 
posals made  by  McNutt  for  the  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Lords  of  Trade  make 
the  following  observation: — ''Another  caution  necessary  to   be  attended  to  in  so 
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The  Lords  of  Trade  intimated  their  wiUingness  to  give  McNutt  some 
compensation  for  the  losses  he  had  incurred  in  consequence  of  not  being 
permitted  to  bring  any  more  settlers  to  Nova  Scotia  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  and  they  asked  him  to  submit  full  particulars  of  the  loss  and 
damage  he  alleged  to  have  been  sustained.  The  Colonel  unfortunately 
was  not  a  good  practical  man  of  business,  and  he  found  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  obtain  the  proofs  and  vouchers  required.  Some  accounts 
from  his  agents  were  submitted  at  Halifax  and  were  considered  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  as  "very  bHnd  and  imperfect."  However,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  thought  it  would  be  reasonable,  in  consideration  of  his 
diligence  and  his  expenses  and  disappointments,  to  grant  him  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia  proportioned  to  his  services. 

Far  from  being  discouraged  by  his  experience  the  Colonel  now  began 
to  launch  out  into  other  schemes  on  a  scale  of  equal  magnitude.  Already 
he  had  been  the  means  of  introducing  a  large  number  of  settlers  into 
Nova  Scotia.  The  establishment  of  one  of  his  colonies — Maugerville  on 
the  River  St.  John — was  the  cause  of  not  a  little  correspondence  between 
Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  and  the  authorities  at  home.^  As  this  was 
farther  removed  from  Halifax  than  any  other  settlement,  and  became 
later  an  important  township,  its  story  may  be  briefly  told. 

The  French  war  was  virtually  at  an  end  when,  in  the  year  1761,  a 
number  of  people  of  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  formed  an  associa- 
tion, at  the  instigation  of  Alexander  McNutt,  to  establish  a  township 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Their  advance  agents  visited  several  places  in  the 
peninsula,  but  eventually  gave  the  preference  to  the  interval  lands 
on  the  River  St.  John,  where  the  Acadians  had  formerly  made  some 
attempt  at  cultivation.  These  lands  had  been  recommended  by  the 
late  Governor  Lawrence  as  a  reservation  for  disbanded  soldiers  of  the 
army.  The  Massachusetts  people,  however,  were  not  looking  for  any 
objection  to  their  settlement  on  that  ground  and  proceeded  to  survey 
the  lands,  after  which  they  reported  their  situation  to  the  authorities 
at  Halifax.     Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  was  very  indignant  at  McNutt's 

extensive  a  Plan  of  Settlement  is  the  preventing  its  operating  to  the  encouragement 
of  the  migration  of  any  considerable  number  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  from  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland,  where  the  ill  effects  of  such  migration  to  the  American 
colonies  have  been  severely  felt,  and  therefore  we  beg  leave  hmnbly  to  propose  that 
it  should  be  a  further  condition  of  the  grants  that  no  person  should  be  settled  within 
the  said  Townships  but  Protestants  from  such  parts  of  Europe  as  are  not  within  your 
Majesty's  dominions,  or  such  persons  as  have  resided  in  your  Majesty's  colonies  in 
America  for  two  years  antecedent  to  the  date  of  the  grant." 

^  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  3d  November,  1761, 
"  Many  proposals  have  ]3een  made  to  me  for  Settlements  on  St.  John's  River,  but  I 
shall  not,  my  Lords,  proceed  to  any  grant  of  those  lands  or  of  any  forfeited  townships 
without  your  Lordships  approbation  and  orders  first  received." 
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having-  sent  the  people  there  without  first  consulting  him  in  the 
matter.  The  Council  were  called  together  June  19,  1762,  and  informed 
that  a  number  of  people  from  New  England  had  arrived  at  the  River 
St.  John  with  an  intention  of  making  a  settlement.  After  discussion  it 
was  agreed  that  they  might  remain,  at  their  own  risk,  antil  the  Lieut. 
Governor,  should  have  further  directions  from  the  Ministr}^  at  home 
touching  the  lands. 

Belcher  complained  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  of  Colonel  McNutt's 
'' percipitate  and  unjustifiable  act,  under  claim  of  their  encouragement 
to  him,  in  sending  so  large  a  body  of  settlers  to  the  lands  at  St.  John's 
River  without  previous  notice  of,  or  indeed  the  least  suspicion  of  such 
a  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  which  is  to  be  chiefly  lamented 
as  it  may  greatly  frustrate  the  intention  of  settling  those  parts  with 
disbanded  soldiers  in  case  of  peace."  Surveyor  General  Morris  and 
Henry  Newton,  two  of  the  Council,  befriended  the  people  in  their 
perplexit}'  and  distress.  A  petition  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  was  drawn 
up  and  submitted  through  Joshua  Mauger,  the  Province  agent  in  London, 
w^ho  used  his  best  endeavors  in  their  behalf.  In  forwarding  the  memorial 
Morris  and  Newton  wrote  to  Mauger^  as  follows: — "We  beg  leave  to 
trouble  you  with  a  memorial  of  a  number  of  officers  and  disbanded 
soldiers,  who  came  from  New  England,  and  are  settled  on  St.  John's 
River.  We  were  sent  to  them  lately  as  a  Committee  of  Council  by  order 
of  the  Lieut.  Governor,  to  inform  them  that  they  must  remove,  as  these 
lands  were  reserved  by  His  Majesty  for  disbanded  Troops.  We  are 
very  apprehensive  that  their  case  must  by  some  means  or  other  have 
been  misrepresented  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  or  not  clearly  understood. 
They  are  chiefly  American  soldiers,  officers  and  privates.  They  have 
sold  their  farms  in  New  England  and  have  transported  themselves  at 
their  own  expence.  They  have  brought  considerable  stock  with  them, 
and  their  Families,  and  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  to  settle 
disbanded  Troops  on  that  River,  we  are  of  opinion  these  people  will 
be  of  use  and  service;  it  cannot  be  expected  that  English  soldiers  can 
bring  any  great  stock  with  them.  The  removing  the  people  now  they 
are  settled  will  be  their  utter  ruin." 

In  their  memorial  ^  the  petitioners  state  that  they  had  been  solicited 
to  r-ettle  in  Nova  Scotia  by  Colonel  McNutt,  who  appeared  to  be  author- 
ized b}'  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  act  in  the  matter,  having  produced  an 
Instrument  bearing  their  seal  and  signatures.  McNutt  had  promised 
to  each  settler  a  Right  of  Land  equal  to  those  already  granted  to  Horton, 


^  Mauger,  Morris  and  Newton  were  all  hostile  to  Lieut.  Governor  Belcher's 
administration. 

^  This  memorial  will  be  found  in  Raymond's  History  of  the  River  St.  John, 
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Cornwallis  and  Falmouth.  Their  Committee  had  viewed  several  tracts 
of  land  at  their  expense  and  advised  them  to  settle  upon  the  River  St. 
John,  seventy  miles  from  its  mouth.  This  they  had  done,  having 
transported  their  families  and  effects  thither  at  a  cost  of  near  a  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  They  were  settled  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
persons,  and  a  large  number  of  disbanded  officers  and  soldiers  had  sold 
all  their  possessions  in  Massachusetts  and  were  hiring  vessels  to  join 
them. 

The  representation  in  the  memorial,  combined  with  the  advocacy 
of  Morris  and  Newton  and  the  influence  of  Joshua  Mauger,  saved  the 
situation.  It  was  ordered  by  the  King  in  Council  that  possession  of  the 
lands  on  which  the  people  had  settled  should  be  confirmed  to  them. 
For  months  they  had  remained  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  anxiety.^ 
They  were  naturally  greatly  relieved  when  they  learned  that  they  were 
not  to  be  disturbed.  The  generosity  of  Mauger,  who  bore  the  expense 
of  their  appeal  and  exerted  himself  in  their  behalf,  was  fully  appreciated, 
and  in  token  of  their  gratitude  the  settlers  called  their  township  "  Mauger- 
ville.-  It  was  at  that  time  regarded  as  the  "extreme  part  and  frontier 
of  Nova  Scotia  two  hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  settlement." 

Nearly  all  the  townships,  especially  those  in  the  western  part  of  the 
peninsula,  were  able  to  report  a  considerable  increase  of  population  in 
the  year  1762,  and  being  at  length  free  from  fear  of  the  savages  the 
people  were  busily  engaged  in  improving  their  lands.  They  were 
greatly  disappointed  in  their  harvest  by  the  drought  of  the  spring  and 
the  swarms  of  grasshoppers  and  insects  which  later  on  destroyed  much 
of  their  grain,  roots  and  herbage. 

IX. — Pennsylvania  Immigration.     McNutt  versus  Governor  Wihnot. 
Townships  on  the  Petitcodiac. 

From  the  time  of  Colonel  McNutt's  return  to  England  in  1762,  he 
did  not  again  come  to  Nova  Scotia  till  the  year  1765.  Meanwhile  he 
had  agents  in  ten  different  provinces  in  America  in  connection  with  his 

^  In  the  letter  to  Governor  Ellis  of  Nov.  13,  1762,  already  quoted  in  part  of 
these  pages,  John  Collier,  Charles  Morris,  Henr}-  Newton  and  Michael  Francklin 
criticise  Belcher's  action.  They  state  that  400  families,  who  had  been  settled  in 
Massachusetts  for  more  than  seven  years,  upon  the  encouragement  given  them  l3y 
Col.  McNutt,  had  entered  into  covenant  with  him  to  settle  on  the  River  St.  John, 
where  thirty  families  had  already  arrived  and  the  rest  had  disposed  of  their  effects 
and  were  embarking  with  all  expedition  till  prevented.  This  was  a  matter  of  regret 
as  they  were  people  of  substance  and  would  have  brought  into  the  countrv-  upwards 
of  £100,000  in  stock  and  other  effects. 

^  The  story  of  the  township  of  Maugerville  will  be  found  in  Raj'mond's  History 
of  the  River  St.  John,  Chapters  XIII  and  XVI. 
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pliiiis  for  settling  townships.  Uneas}^  at  his  absence  they  had 
written,  "You  must  be  sensible  what  a  loss  it  must  be  to  carry  in  our 
Settlers  late  in  the  season  when  they  have  no  time  to  provide  themselves 
against  the  winter,  and  as  we  can  do  nothing  till  we  hear  from  you, 
we  intreat  you  will  write  us  fully  on  receipt  of  this  what  you  have  done 
and  when  you  think  j^our  business  will  be  finally  settled,  so  as  we  may 
know  when  to  expect  you  here.  The  sooner  you  can  get  to  this  side 
it  will  be  vastly  the  better." 

McNutt  claimed  in  1763  to  have  already  introduced  2,000  families 
into  Nova  Scotia  and  to  have  contracts  existing  for  transporting  16,000 
more,  who  had  been  procured  by  above  thirty  of  his  agents. 

To  still  further  diversify  the  sphere  of  his  operations  this  extraor- 
dinary man  became  interested  in  sending  French  Protestants  to  America. 
He  requested  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  obtain  for  him  at  least  six  more 
townships,  as  many  for  the  next  year,  and  so  on  for  every  year  their 
Lordships  should  choose  to  continue  the  undertaking.  In  connection 
with  his  colonization  schemes  he  claimed  to  have  expended  £1,400  in 
exploring  and  surveying  lands  in  Nova  Scotia. 

A  rather  curious  proposition  was  made  by  McNutt  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  early  in  1763.  He  offered  at  four  weeks'  notice  to  provide 
vessels,  properly  fitted  and  victualled,  to  transport  Foreign  Protestants, 
without  any  cost  to  the  Government,  to  South  Carolina,  on  considera- 
tion that  he  should  receive  for  every  man,  woman  and  child  embarked 
at  the  rate  of  50  acres  of  land  on  the  Island  of  St.  John  (Prince  Edward 
Island).  The  people  he  had  in  mind  it  seems  had  come  into  England 
in  consequence  of  encouragement  given  them  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  English  Government  thought  themselves  in  some 
degree  bound  to  provide  for  them.  The  Lords  of  Trade  were  not 
disposed  to  grant  so  large  a  quantity  of  land  on  the  Island  of  St.  John 
to  one  individual,  as  it  might  tend  to  a  monopoly  inconsistent  with  the 
public  interest.  They  therefore  offered  the  Colonel  the  grant  of  a  tract 
in  Nova  Scotia,  free  from  the  payment  of  quit  rents  for  ten  j^ears,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  people  he  should  carry  to  Carolina.  In 
consequence  of  the  engagements  entered  into  McNutt  at  the  close  of 
the  year  submitted  a  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  stating  that  he 
was  entitled  to  10,000  acres  of  land  and  desired  to  have  a  grant  on 
each  side  of  Indian  Bay,  in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  with  Cape  Sher- 
burne and  such  other  parts  as  he  might  choose  upon  Spaniard's  Bay 
or  Harbor. 

In  September,  1763,  Montague  Wilmot  was  appointed  Governor 
of  Nova  Scotia.  He  arrived  at  Halifax  from  Quebec  about  the  date 
of  his  appointment.  The  period  of  his  governorship  was  marked  by 
the  most  prodigal  land  grants  known  in  the  history  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
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yet,  strange  to  say,  he  had  been  charged  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  exercise 
the  utmost  carefulness  in  such  matters.^  An  extract  will  suffice  to  show 
the  general  tenor  of  their  letter: — ''The  good  effect  of  your  Instructions, 
or  of  any  others  that  can  be  given  in  cases  of  this  nature  .  .  .  does 
principally  depend  upon  a  just  and  faithfull  execution  of  them  upon 
the  spot  .  .  .  and  it  is  our  particular  duty  to  express  to  you  the  sense 
we  have  of  this  matter  and  the  light  in  which  we  view  it,  having  found 
that  in  most  of  the  Colonies  this  duty  has  been  either  greatly  neglected, 
or  the  powers  given  to  the  Governor  grossly  and  shamefully  abused; 
fraudulent  pretences  have  been  set  up,  and  artful  constructions  in- 
vented to  evade  the  limitations  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  granted 
to  each  person  or  family;  the  grossest  abuses  have  been  committed 
in  making  the  survej^s;  and  the  regulations  prescribed  in  order  to 
secure  to  the  Crown  its  revenue  of  quit  rents  have  been  either  not 
observed  at  all  in  making  the  grants,  or  defeated  by  the  want  of  proper 
methods  for  their  collection.  We  expect  therefore  that  you  will  be 
particularly  careful  that  the  directions  with  respect  to  these  points 
contained  in  your  Instructions  are  most  faithfully  and  exactly  obeyed." 

Having  spent  some  months  in  England  promoting  his  scheme  for 
sending  French  Protestants  to  America,  Colonel  McNutt  decided  to 
recross  the  ocean,  having  been  informed  that  his  agents  in  the  several 
colonies  had  engaged,  many  thousand  families  to  settle  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  hoping  doubtless  to  get  on  bettei-  with  Governor  Wilmot  than  he 
had  done  with  his  predecessor.  He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  Septem- 
ber, 1764,  and  at  once  found  a  field  for  his  energies  among  the  Germans 
and  Quakers  of  Pennsylvania.  In  March  of  the  next  year  he  came 
to  Nova  Scotia  with  a  number  of  families  as  settlers,  accompanied  by 
several  gentlemen  of  wealth  and  influence  in  their  respective  provinces. 
They  were  appointed,  he  says,  to  represent  many  thousand  families 
that  had  engaged  to  settle  in  Nova  Scotia,  provided  the  agents  could 
procure  good  and  sufficient  lands  on  reasonable  terms  together  with 
some  civil  and  religious  privileges  they  desired. 

Colonel  McNutt  seems  to  have  favorably  impressed  the  new 
Governor,  who  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  April  30,  1765,  "By  the 
late  arrival  of  several  persons  from  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and 
some  of  the  Neighboring  colonies  we  have  the  prospect  of  having  the 
Province  soon  Peopled  by  the  accesion  of  many  settlers  from  those 
parts.  These  persons  are  come  in  behalf  of  several  Associations  of 
Commercial  people  and  others  in  good  circumstances  to  view  the  country 
and  examine  what  advantages  the  settlement  and   cultivation  of  it 

^  Their  letter,  which  is  dated  March  20th,  1764,  fills  32  pages  in  the  transcripts 
of  the  Archives  at  Ottawa. 
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may  produce.  By  their  accounts  the  number  of  Germans  annually 
imported  in  the  older  colonies  of  Ani'^rica  has  so  overstocked  the  good 
lands  within  convenient  distance  of  navigation  that  many  of  them  have 
lately  been  obliged  to  move  into  Carolina  and  Virginia.  Their  mer- 
chants are  at  a  loss  to  procure  Fish  and  Hemp  for  the  British  market, 
to  produce  which  of  the  best  kind  and  greatest  abundance,  nothing  is 
wanting  in  Nova  Scotia  but  a  sufficiency  of  labouring  people." 

The  Governor  goes  on  to  state  that  the  proposed  settlements  are 
to  be  undertaken  by  people  of  very  sufficient  and  able  circumstances 
and  that  the  establishment  of  so  many  German  families  will  serve  to 
divert,  the  annual  current  of  German  immigration  from  the  older 
colonies  to  Nova  Scotia,  which  will  be  materially  strengthened  by  the 
acquisition  of  these  "frugal,  laborious  and  industrious  people,"  who 
will  not  only  improve  and  enrich  their  property  but,  if  need  be,  "per- 
tinaceously  defend  it." 

The  Governor  enclosed  with  his  letter  a  list  of  the  applications  for 
lands. 

The  list  was  as  follows: — 

J,)hii  Ewaig  &  Co.,  Ph'ladelphia 200,000  acrc^. 

Dr.  Franklin  &  Co.,  "  200,000  '' 

German  Company,  "         100,000  " 

Mat'w  Clarkson  &  Co.  "  , .  100,000  " 

Messrs.  Alex'r  &  Thompson,  New  York 100,000  " 

David  Rhea  &  Co.,  Philadelphia 100,000  " 

James  Lyon,  Trenton,  N.  J 200,000  " 

John  Hughes,  Philadelphia 100,000  " 

John  Murray  &  Co.,       "      100,000  " 

Andrew  Orr  " 100,000  " 

Charles  Beatley  &  Co.,  Warminster 100,000  " 

Wilham  Smith  &  Co.,  Philadelphia 100,000  " 

John  Rolfe  "  100,000  " 

Sam'l  Henderson  &  Co.,  Bristol 200,000  " 

Benjamin  McNutt 100,000  " 

In  the  grants  subsec{uently  issued  to  the  above  applicants  the 
name  of  Alexander  McNutt  invariably  appears  and  it  is  quite  evident 
that  the  agents  came  to  Halifax  at  his  instigation.  Dr.  Franklin, 
mentioned  above,  was  the  celebrated  Benjamin  Franklin.  He  had 
at  this  time  much  influence  in  England  and  America  and  was  interested 
in  several  of  the  townships  in  the  province. 

On  the  2nd  June  a  tract  of  200,000  acres  was  reserved  for  the  Rev. 
James  Lyon,  Alexander  McNutt  and  thirteen  others  (principally  resi- 
dents of  Philadelphia)  of  lands  to  the  Eastward  of  Onslow  and  Ti-uro. 
At  the  same  time  1,600,000  acres  were  reserved  for  McNutt  and  his 
associates  at  vaiious  places.     Among  the  reservations  was  a  block  of 
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100,000  acres  at  Pictou,  the  same  quantity  at  St.  Mary's  Brv,  at  St. 
Mary's  River,  and  at  Petitcodiac;  also  lands  at  Miramichi  and  1,100,000 
acres  on  the  River  St.  John.  The  conditions  were  that  fifty  families 
should  settle  in  each  township  every  year  until  the  whole  should  be 
completed,  allowing  500  acres  for  each  family.  This  would  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  a  township  in  four  years.  In  case  no  settlement 
should  be  made  during  the  first  year  the  reservation  of  the  township 
to  be  null  and  void. 

Dr.  Franklin  and  his  associates  sent  the  celebrated  Anthony 
Wayne  ^  to  Nova  Scotia  as  a  surveyor  of  their  lands.  A  grant  of 
200,000  acres  at  Pictou  was  made  on  the  31st  October  to  Rev.  James 
Lyon,  David  Rhea  and  twelve  others.  It  was  known  as  the  Philadelphia 
Grant.  Adjoining  this  and  including  most  of  the  water  front  of  Pictou 
Harbor,  was  a  grant  of  100,000  acres  to  Alexander  McNutt,  William 
Caldwell,  Arthur  Vance  and  Richard  Caldwell.  As  the  grantees  were 
natives  of  Londonderry  this  was  known  as  the  Irish  Grant.  It  em- 
braced the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Pictou  now  stands.  At  one  time 
an  attempt  was  made  to  call  it  the  Township  of  Donegal. - 

Colonel  McNutt  applied  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  have  Pictou  and 
Jerusalem  (Port  Rose  way)  made  ports  of  entry  and  discharge,  alleging 
that  it  was  a  loss  to  the  owners  of  vessels  to  enter  and  clear  at  Halifax, 
where  they  could  neither  land  their  passengers  nor  obtain  any  freight. 
It  was  an  even  greater  loss  to  the  settlers,  for  they  should  be  able  to 
proceed  immediately  to  their  lands  without  sacrificing  valuable  time 
by  being  obliged  to  enter  Halifax. 

The  condition  on  which  grants  were  issued  at  this  time  was  a 
matter  concerning  which  there  was  some  dispute.  Colonel  McNutt 
wanted  to  continue  his  plan  of  colonization  under  the  arrangement 
approved  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  1761,  and  strongly  objected 
to  the  reservation  by  the  Crown  of  mines  and  minerals,  and 
of  pine  trees,  as  well  as  to  the  regulations  respecting  quit 
rents.  This  led  Governor  Wilmot  to  write  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  in  the  following  terms: — ''Among  the  persons  who  have  arrived 
here  is  Mr.  Alex'r  McNutt,  who  has  frequently  attended  at  your 
Lordships'  board.  His  applications .  are  of  a  very  considerable  degree 
and  extent  and  he  produces  many  letters  from  the  Associations  I  have 
before  mentioned,  soliciting  him  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  procure 
for  them  Tracts  of  Land  for  which  they  apply,  and  on  such  conditions 
as  he  had  obtained  at  your  Lordships'  board  the  27th  February,  1761, 

^  Anthony  Wayne,  afterwards  called  mad  Anthony,  was  a  general  in  the  U.  S. 
army  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  made  application  in  1766  for  a  grant  of  6,000 
acres  on  the  River  Petitcodiac. 

2  See  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson's  History  of  the  County  of  Pictou,  p.  67. 

Sec.  II.,  1911.     7. 
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whii'h  coiulitions  first  induced  the  people  in  the  distant  colonies  to 
form  the  design  of  making  settlements  here,  and  are  the  only  terms 
on  which  they  will  accept  of  the  lands.  Mr.  McNiitt  has  brought  w4th 
him  a  copy  of  a  Grant  containing  such  conditions  as  he  says  were 
approved  of  at  your  Lordships'  board,  but  as  they  differ  considerably 
from  such  as  I  am  authorized  by  the  King's  Instructions  to  grant,  1 
must  wait  until  I  shall  have  your  Lordships'  directions  for  my  conduct 
in  this  matter  and  for  the  determination  of  your  Lordships  whether  the 
acquisition  of  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  most  beneficial  settlers, 
some  of  whom  are  making  preparations  for  embarkation,  will  not  produce 
more  advantages  to  the  Publick  than  any  which  can  be  derived  from 
the  difference  of  terms  and  conditions.  ...  I  beg  leave,  in  justice 
to  Mr.  McNutt,  to  observe  to  your  Lordships  that  the  settlers  he  has 
introduced  have  been  of  great  utility  and  have  qualifications  as  frugal 
and  industrious  people  much  above  the  generality  of  the  others." 

The  Council  agreed  with  the  Governor  that  the  applications  of 
Colonel  McNutt  and  the  agents  with  him  in  behalf  of  the  associations 
they  represented,  required  all  possible  encouragement  and  consideration. 
They  accordingly  recommended  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  approve  such 
conditions  of  settlement  as  would  be  most  likely  to  induce  them  to 
come  into  the  Province.  The  anxiety  lately  shown  by  their  Lordships 
to  promote  the  cultivation  of  hemp  ^  and  curing  of  fish  would  never 
result  in  any  great  improvement  until  the  colony  were  better  peopled. 

For  five  months  the  agents  remained  in  Halifax  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  better  terms.  Governor  Wilmot  meanwhile  considered  him- 
self limited  by  the  Royal  Instructions,  but  eventually  some  slight 
modifications  were  made  in  the  grants  and  it  was  agreed  that  certain 
words  should  be  added. ^  The  agents  were  led  with  reluctance  to  accept 
this  concession  hoping  a  representation  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  might 
bring  some  further  amelioration.  The  Governor  and  Council  acceded 
to  the  alterations  with  equal  reluctance,  because  they  were  not  in 

^  Under  the  instructions  to  Governor  Wilmot  a  condition  of  the  land  grants 
was  that  every  grantee  should  plant  one  rood  of  every  100  acres  with  hemp,  and 
continue  to  plant  a  like  quantity  year  by  year.  The  condition  doubtless  originated 
in  the  desire  of  the  British  Government  to  be  independent  of  foreign  nations  in 
providing  cordage  for  their  marine. 

2  The  words  that  were  added  were  as  follows: — "Provided  always  that  whereas 
a  Representation  hath  been  made  to  His  Majesty  in  behalf  of  the  said  Alexander 
McNutt  and  his  Associates  to  obtain  a  mitigation  of  the  Terms  and  Conditions 
mentioned  in  this  Grant,  it  is  hereby  agreed  with  the  said  Grantees  that  whatever 
easier  or  better  terms  are  allowed  by  His  Majesty  to  the  said  Alexander  McNutt 
and  his  Associates  than  those  mentioned  in  this  Grant,  the  same  shall  be  the  terms 
on  which  the  said  Lands  are  to  be  held  by  the  said  grantees  (naming  them)  and 
that  the  said  terms  when  obtained  shall  be  annexed  to  this  Grant." 
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accord  with  the  King's  Instructions  and  they  were  themselves  Hkely  to 
be  censured. 

At  this  stage  Colonel  McNutt  again  found  himself  at  loggerheads 
with  the  Governor  and  Council.  He  charges  them  with  partiality  in 
distributing  the  choicest  locations  to  their  friends,  to  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy  and  others  in  official  positions,  and  with  allowing  them 
ten  years  in  which  to  effect  the  settlement  of  their  grants  while  he  him- 
self was  allowed  only  four.  McNutt  boldly  asserts  that  the  only  method 
contemplated  by  the  favored  class  for  the  settlement  of  their  lands  was 
that  of  encouraging  him  to  bring  in  as  many  settlers  as  he  could,  and 
when  they  arrived  to  throw  all  the  obstacles  they  could  in  his  way,  so 
as  to  prevent  his  obtaining  lands  for  them.  The  people  then  finding 
themselves  disappointed  in  obtaining  the  lands  that  had  been  promised 
them  would  conclude  that  they  had  no  other  resource  than  to  become 
tenants.  "  They  cannot  in  that  case ''  McNutt  says,  "  properly  be  called 
by  any  other  name  than  slaves,  and  will  only  continue  with  them  until 
they  are  able  to  obtain  better  terms  elsewhere." 

McNutt  further  states  that  ever  since  the  death  of  Governor  Law- 
rence he  had  been  so  unhappy  as  to  meet  with  every  obstruction  that 
had  been  in  the  power  of  the  rulers  of  Nova  Scotia  to  interpose  to 
prevent  his  fulfilling  his  engagements.  He  asserts  that  lands  had 
been  granted  in  tracts  said  to  be  of  20,000  acres  each,  but  really  con- 
taining much  more,  to  a  number  of  persons  who  had  never  been  in 
Nova  Scotia  and  probably  never  intended  to  go  there.  He  insinuates 
that  the  Governor  and  his  Council  are  men  of  "  sinister  and  selfish  views  " 
and  that  such  men  seldom  hesitate  which  to  sacrifice  when  their  own 
and  the  public  interest  come  in  competition.  This  and  a  good  deal 
more  of  like  tenor  is  embodied  in  his  memorial  presented  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  in  April,  1766.  He  closes  his  memorial  by  desiring  that 
measures  may  be  taken  that  his  plans  may  not  be  frustrated  by  the 
caprice  or  self-interest  of  those  in  power  in  Nova  Scotia.  He  is  still 
ready  and  willing  to  introduce  any  number  of  settlers  that  may  be 
desired  for  the  well  peophng  of  the  province.  He  asks  that  positive 
orders  and  instructions  be  sent  to  Nova  Scotia  that  neither  the  Governor 
nor  the  Council  shall  in  future  obstruct  his  plans  of  colonization.  This 
proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would  have  enabled  McNutt  to  assume  an 
attitude  of  defiance  to  the  provincial  rulers;  naturally  they  were  irri- 
tated at  such  a  proposal.  Another  request  made  by  the  Colonel  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  was  that  he  should  be  allowed  1,000  acres  of  land  for 
each  family  he  should  be  able  to  introduce  in  the  course  of  the  next 
twelve  years.  He  claimed  to  have  upwards  of  12,000  persons  ready 
to  settle  upon  lands  on  the  terms  agreed  to  b}^  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
confirmed  by  His  Majesty  in  1763,  provided  that  they  should  be  allowed 
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to  elect  two  representatives  in  the  Assembly  for  each  township  and 
town  officers  annually  by  ballot,  and  that  those  who  had  conscientious 
scruples  should  be  permitted  to  testify  in  Courts  of  Justice  by  holding 
up  the  hand  in  lieu  of  the  customary  oath. 

The  Lords  of  Trade  very  properly  sent  a  copy  of  McNutt's  memorial 
to  Governor  Wilmot  and  his  Council,  who  transmitted  a  stinging 
rejoinder  to  many  of  the  allegations  contained  in  it.  They  asserted  that 
the  measures  of  the  Governor  and  Council  had  always  been  in  accordance 
with  His  Majesty's  Instructions  and  the  directions  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
except  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  grants  lately  made  to  McNutt 
and  his  associates,  wherein  the  Government  had  departed  from  those 
Instructions  in  order  to  favour  and  encourage  the  Colonel  in  his  under- 
takings. "That  the  obstruction  Colonel  McNutt  complained  of  from 
the  Rulers  of  the  Province  since  the  death  of  Governor  Lawrence  had 
proceeded  from  his  own  intemperate  zeal  and  exorbitant  demands  upon 
the  Government,  obstinately  insisting  from  time  to  time  upon  terms 
of  settlement  that  the  Government  were  by  His  Majesty's  Instructions 
unable  to  grant.  In  all  other  respects  he  had  had  that  indulgence 
and  kind  treatment  that  any  reasonable  man  could  desire,  not  on 
account  of  his  knowledge  or  ability,  but  from  a  hope  the  Government 
had  that  his  zeal  and  application  to  make  Settlements  in  the  Province 
might  be  a  means  of  inducing  men  of  much  more  knowledge  and  abihty 
than  himself  to  become  inhabitants  in  it."  The  proportion  of  land 
stipulated  to  be  given  him  for  his  trouble  and  expense  in  introducing 
settlers  had  been  granted  him  in  such  tracts  of  land  as  he  himself  had 
chosen  and  fixed  upon,  and  there  had  been  no  partiality  shown.  The 
Council  added  that "  The  Government  in  consideration  of  Colonel  McNutt's 
zeal  for  settling  the  vacated  lands  of  the  Province — as  they  conceived 
it  to  be  in  some  measure  primarily  owing  to  him  that  these  Associations 
were  entered  into  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  procuring  of  such  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  ability  was  a  great  acquisition  to  the  Infant 
Colony — had  thought  it  to  be  but  just  and  right  to  have  Colonel  McNutt 
included  with  each  and  every  Association  wherein  he  appeared  to  have 
been  in  any  way  concerned,  and  his  name  was  accordingly  inserted  in 
the  grants  made  to  them  of  about  sixteen  townships.  There  were  other 
townships  with  which  he  had  little  or  no  concern.  Two  of  these  were 
on  the  Petitcodiac  River  in  New  Brunswick  in  what  was  then  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  N.S.  To  one  of  these  (originally  called  Monckton,  now 
known  as  Hillsborough)  there  came  a  little  colony  from  Pennsylvania, 
in  1765,  which  introduced  the  well-known  Albert  County  names  of 
Steeves,  Lutes  and  Somers.  Another  township  at  Shepody,  called 
Hopewell,  was  established  about  the  same  time  by  an  association 
from  Philadelphia,  which  sent  a  ship  with  twenty-five  families,  placed 
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them  on  their  lands,  furnished  them  with  stock,  materials  for  building 
and  farming,  and  supported  them  for  a  time  until  they  were  able  to  do 
for  themselves.  In  the  establishment  of  these  townships  Col.  McNutt 
had  no  merit  whatever. 

X. — Immense  Grants  to  McNutt  and  Associates.  State  of  Townships  in 
1766.  McNutt  at  Port  Roseway.  Incidents  in  Revolutionary 
War.       McNutt' s    last    days. 

A  study  of  the  minutes  of  the  Council  at  HaUfax  and  of  the  public 
records  will  show  that  the  extent  and  variety  of  location  of  the  grants 
and  reservations  to  Alexander  McNutt  were  simply  astounding.  The 
immense  reservations  originally  made  for  hirh  by  Governor  Lawrence, 
along  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Minas  Basin,  have  been  already 
mentioned  and  also  the  ill-defined  reserve  of  1,600,000  acres  on  the 
River  St.  John.  But  in  addition  to  these  reservations  a  large  number 
of  townships  were  definitely  granted  to  him  and  to  his  Associates  under 
the  great  seal  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  month  of  October,  1765,  and 
principally  on  one  day,  a  district  embracing  the  greater  part  of  the 
County  of  Pictou  and  a  large  part  of  the  County  of  Colchester,  large 
tracts  on  the  Petitcodiac  and  St.  John  rivers,  and  at  Annapolis,  Minas, 
Port  Roseway  and  Liverpool,  were  granted  to  him  and  his  associates. 
A  return  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  of  the  grants  of  townships  made  in 
October,  1765,  includes  the  following: — 

To  whom  granted.  Acres.      <■   Settlers. 

1.  Samuel  Henderson,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  400 

2.  Samuel  Henderson,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

3.  Samuel  Henderson,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 200,000  400 

4.  Alex'r.  McNutt,  Arthur  Vance  &  Associates 150,000  1,000 

5.  Alex'r.  McNutt,  Esqr 100,000  500 

6.  Rev.  James  Lyon,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 20,000  100 

7.  Mathew  Clarkson,  Alex'r. 'McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

8.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

9.  John  Leister,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

10.  Rev.  James  Lyon,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

11.  Alex'r.  McNutt,  James  Lyon  &  Associates 150,000  750 

12.  Alex'r.  McNutt,  Jonathan  Belcher  &  Associates 100,000  500 

13.  David  Rhea,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 200,000  1,000 

14.  Samuel  Henderson,  Alex'r.  McNutt  &  Associates 100,000  500 

15.  Alex'r.  McNutt,  James  Clarke  &  Associates 125,000  625 

1,745,000  8,275 

Location  of  Above  Grants. 

1.  South-west  of  the  Township  of  Liverpool. 

2.  At  Pictou. 

3.  North-west  of  the  Township  of  Liverpool. 

4.  Between  Chisjnecto  Channel  and  Minas  Basin. 
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5.  New  Jerusalem  at  Port  Roseway. 

6.  South-west  of  lands  granted  to  Alex'r.  McNutt. 

7.  On  Petitcoudiack  River, 

S,  North  side  of  St.  John  River  [a  few  miles  above  Frederieton]. 

9.  South-west  of  lands  granted  to  Henzer  Morris. 

10.  Eastward  of  Beaver  Harbour. 

11.  Little  St.  Lawrence. 

12.  North-west  of  lands  granted  to  Col.  Desbarres. 

13.  Between  Onslow  and  Truro  and  Desbarres  grant  at  Tatamagouche. 

14.  North-west  of  lands  granted  Jonathan  Belcher  and  others. 

15.  On  Annapolis  Basin. 

The  number  of  settlers  specified  above  were  to  be  placed  on  the 
lands  within  four  years  from  the  date  of  the  grants,  and  in  case  of  failure 
the  lands  were  to  revert  to  the  Crown.  This  proved  a  very  awkward 
condition  for  Colonel  McNutt.  The  fate  of  his  large  grants  at  Pictou 
will  be  seen  in  the  letter  of  Lord  William  Campbell,  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  the 
9th  of  October,  1770.  "  The  time  limited  for  performance  of  the  condi- 
tions on  which  several  tracts  of  land  were  granted  in  this  Province 
having  expired,  publick  notice  was  given  to  the  grantees  that  enquiry 
would  be  made  whether  such  conditions  had  been  fulfilled,  and  some 
time  after  the  proper  officer  proceeded  to  make  enquiry  by  a  Jury  on 
evidence  concerning  two  tracts,  one  containing  100,000  and  the  other 
150,000  acres,  both  of  which  had  been  granted  to  Alex'r  McNutt  and 
others,  and  the  Juries  returned  the  conditions  not  ^performed  on  both 
tracts,  by  which  verdicts  the  lands  are  again  at  His  Majesty's  disposal. 
.  .  .  Several  other  tracts  of  land  will  soon  fall  under  enquiry  and 
probably  be  returned  with  the  same  verdict." 

It  appears  from  the  public  records  that  grants  were  made  to 
McNutt  and  his  Associates  during  the  year  1765  (in  tracts  varying  from 
20,000  to  200,000  acres)  aggregating  1,745,000  acres,  of  which  up  to 
November  28th,  1811,  there  had  been  escheated  to  the  Crown  1,021,500 
acres, ^  and  that  during  the  same  period  there  had  been  granted  to 

^  List  of  Escheats  of  Lands  Granted  to  Alexander  McNutt  and  Associates. 
Date  of  Escheat.  No.  of  Acres.  Location. 

July      30,  1770 100,000  Pictou. 

Aug.        8,  1770 150,000  Minas  Basin. 

May      25,  1773 100,000  East  of  Beaver  Harbour. 

July      19,  1781 100,000  At  Bay  Verte. 

March     3,  1783 200,000  At  Liverpool. 

March     3,  1783 100,000  Port  Mattoon. 

March     3,  1783 100,000  Near  Cape  Negro. 

Sept.     15,  1783 1 ,  500  At  Margaret's  Bay. 

June      18,  1788 20,000  At  Green's  River. 

Nov.      28,  1811 150,000  At  St.  Marj^'s  River. 

Total  number  of  acres  escheated 1 ,  021 ,  500 
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William,  George,  Abner,  James,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  John  and  Patrick 
McNutt  an  aggregate  of  130,000  acres  more.  This  does  not  take  into 
account  the  immense  tracts  on  the  River  St.  John,  which  were  explored 
by  Alexander  McNutt  and  reserved  for  him  but  afterwards  granted  to 
other  persons. 

In  spite  of  his  complaint  of  hard  treatment  McNutt  obtained  many 
of  his  grants  under  terms  more  favourable  than  were  accorded  to  others. 
In  some  of  his  grants  there  was  no  reservation  to  the  Crown  of  iron  and 
other  minerals.  In  the  large  tracts  granted  to  him  at  Londonderry,  in 
the  County  of  Colchester,  valuable  deposits  of  iron  ore  have  been  worked 
ever  since  their  discovery  many  years  ago.  These  from  the  absence 
of  any  reservation  in  the  original  grant  pay  no  royalty  to  the  Crown. 

In  looking  at  the  Surveyor  General's  plans  of  McNutt's  immense 
grants  and  reservations  and  counting  the  acreage,  we  need  not  wonder 
tha.t  the  Colonel  considered  himself  the  owner  of  half  the  forest  lands 
of  Nova  Scotia.  This  assumption  brought  him  into  conflict  with  the 
authorities  and  in  June,  1767,  Attorney-general  Nesbit  reported  to  the 
Governor  in  Council  that  Alexander  McNutt  had  parcelled  out  lands 
to  several  persons,  claiming  to  have  authority  under  the  King's  Sign 
Manual  to  settle  any  ungranted  lands  in  the  Province.  On  this  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Attorney  General  should  prosecute  Mr.  McNutt,  and 
that  a  proclamation  should  be  issued  forbidding  unauthorized  occupation 
of  land  and  cutting  timber  under  penalties. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  McNutt's  republican  proclivities, 
which  he  did  not  take  pains  to  dissemble,  prejudiced  him  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia.  Here  we  may  again  quote  from 
the  report  of  the  Council  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  of  the  30th  August,  1766: 
^^  Colonel  McNutt  complains  that  the  settlers  introduced  by  him  have 
been  denied  several  of  the  privileges  promised  and  granted  to  them, 
but  we  know  of  no  persons  who  are  deprived  of  those  rights  or  the 
Liberty  which  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain  or  of  this 
Province  intitle  them  to."  The  Council  state  moreover  that  some  of 
the  Colonel's  proposals  would,  if  granted,  be  prejudicial  to  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  province,  particularly  that  of  allowing 
two  representatives  in  General  Assembly  to  every  township  he  might 
settle,  more  especially  should  those  he  might  in  future  introduce  be 
of  the  same  troublesome  disposition  with  some  he  had  already  brought, 
the  Government  having  experienced  more  difficulty  in  keeping  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  two  little  Towns  of  Truro  and  Londonderry, 
settled  by  Colonel  McNutt's  followers,  than  with  all  the  other  Settle- 
ments in  the  whole  Province,  "These  two  settlements,"  the  Council 
add,  "are  mostly  composed  of  persons  from  the  Charter  Governments 
(of  New  England)   who  still  retain  so  great  a  degree  of  republican 
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principles  that  they  make  it  a  point  to  oppose  on  all  occasions  every 
measure  of  Government  calculated  to  support  the  honor  and  authority 
of  His  Majesty's  Crown  and  Dignity.  The  dangerous  influence  of  this 
spirit  cannot  be  too  much  guarded  against  as  the  late  unhappy  dis- 
turbances in  America  abundantly  prove."  ^ 

The  people  of  Truro,  Onslow  and  Londonderry  numbered  at  this 
time  about  694  persons,  men,  women  and  children.  Lieut.  Governor 
Franckhn  reports  that  in  1766  they  had  raised  7,524  lbs  of  flax  and 
manufactured  all  their  own  linen  and  even  some  little  for  the  neighbouring 
settlements.  The  jealousy  with  which  Great  Britain  viewed  any 
attempts  at  manufacturing  in  the  colonies  is  evident  from  Francklin's 
assurance  that  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  had  at  no  time  given 
encouragement  to  manufacturers  which  could  interfere  with  those  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  had  there  been  the  least  appearance  of  any  associa- 
tion of  private  persons  for  that  purpose;  nor  were  there  any  persons 
who  profess  themselves  weavers  so  as  to  make  it  their  employment  or 
business,  but  only  to  work  at  it  in  their  own  families,  during  the  winter 
and  other  leisure  hours. 

Michael  Francklin,  it  may  here  be  observed,  was  a  most  capable 
official,  and  his  services  as  Lieut.  Governor  and  in  other  capacities 
proved  of  inestimable  advantage  to  the  province.  At  the  close  of  the 
3'ear  1766,  he  compiled  a  Return  of  the  state  of  all  the  Townships  of 
Nova  Scotia  which  is  of  great  value  from  the  historical  standpoint  and 
has  been  the  subject  of  a  most  interesting  and  able  historical  paper  by 
Dr.  D.  Allison.  -     The  return  will  be  found  in  Appendix  X  of  this  paper. 

A  study  of  the  detailed  information  contained  in  it  will  prove  of 
much  interest.  We  find  a  record  of  the  nationality  and  religion  of 
the  people,  the  number  of  men,  women,  boys  and  girls  in  each  town- 
ship, and  the  increase  of  population  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
Particulars  are  given  as  to  the  number  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
swine,  and  the  quantity  of  grain  raised — wheat,  rye,  pease,  barley, 
oats,  beans,  hemp  and  flax.  The  grist  and  saw  mills  in  operation  and 
the  number  of  vessels  of  all  kinds — square  rigged,  sloops,  schooners 
and  fishing  boats — are  stated  in  detail.  The  return  was  made  with 
care,  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Lieut.  Governor  Francklin, 
and  was,  in  all  probability,  the  first  real  attempt  at  a  census,  on  the  part 
of  the  English,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  It  is 
therefore  a  document  of  historic  importance  as  well  as  of  value  in  show- 

^  The  reference  manifestly  is  to  the  riots  at  Boston  and  elsewhere  in  connection 
with  the  obnoxious  Stamp  Act.  The  great  rush  for  grants  at  Halifax  in  1765,  was 
due  in  part  to  the  desire  of  those  who  had  made  application  for  townships  to  escape 
the  stamp  duties. 

^  See  Collections  of  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Vol.  VII,  pp.  45,  56. 
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ing  the  progress  made,  during  the  first  six  years,  of  Lawrence's  policy 
for  the  development  of  Nova  Scotia.  Had  the  late  governor  lived  he 
would  have  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  beholding  the  province  rapidly 
becoming  a  strong  British  colony. 

Francklin's  census  makes  no  mention  of  Port  Roseway,  or  New 
Jerusalem — as  McNutt  called  it.  The  number  of  people  settled  there 
in  1776  was  manifestly  inconsiderable.  Surveyor-General  Morris  in 
his  comprehensive  "Description  of  the  several  towns  in  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  I^ands  comprehended  in  and  bordering  upon 
said  Towns/'  says  that  "Port  Roseway  and  circumjacent  Lands  were 
promised  b}"  the  late  Governor  Lawrence  to  Mr.  McNutt  and  associates 
upon  his  procuring  settlers  therefor  in  a  limited  time.  This  large  tract 
has  at  present  no  Inhabitants."     This  was  in  176L 

The  year  1766  witnessed  the  decline  of  Alexander  McNutt's  fortunes 
in  Nova  Scotia.  His  plans  for  the  promotion  of  Irish  immigration, 
which  at  one  time  looked  so  promising,  had  been  frustrated  by  the 
action  of  the  ministr}^  in  England.  He  had  ceased  to  be  a  middleman 
between  the  German  immigrants  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Nova  Scotia 
government.  He  had  quarrelled  with  Governor  Wilmot  and  his  council 
at  Halifax.  In  consequence  he  seems  to  have  concluded  it  best  to 
retire  to  Port  Roseway  and  do  what  he  could  to  promote  his  settlement 
there. 

In  one  of  his  later  memorials  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantation, 
^IcNutt  speaks  of  having  laid  out  a  tract  of  land  at  Port  Rosew^ay 
near  Cape  Sable,  on  which  he  proposed  to  build  a  city,  a  plan  of  which 
he  submits,  and  prays  their  Lordships  to  obtain  for  him  a  charter  for 
establishing  and  confirming  the  said  city  in  its  rights  and  privileges.  He 
proposed  to  call  the  cit}^  New  Jerusalem.  A  township  had  been  reserved 
here  for  McNutt  in  1760,  and  a  few  settlers  introduced  in  1764, 
who  improved  a  small  part  of  the  island  at  the  harbor's  entrance 
and  other  inconsiderable  spots.  It  was  here  that  the  Loyalists  landed 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  built  the  town  of  Shelburne .  It 
was  at  one  time  larger  than  Halifax — equalled  the  combined  population 
of  Montreal,  Quebec  and  Three  Rivers,  and  was  only  surpassed  in  size  in 
North  America  by  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston.  Shelburne's 
growth  was,  however,  of  the  mushroom  variety.  Whether  it  would 
have  flourished  better  as  New  Jerusalem  we  cannot  tell,  but  as  Shelbunre 
it  very  soon  began  rapidly  to  decline  and  ere  long  sank  to  a  mere  hamlet. 
Within  recent  j^ears,  however,  it  has  begun  to  revive.  Alexander 
McNutt  is  thought  to  have  lived  some  little  time  on  McNutt's  Island 
at  the  mouth  of  Shelburne  Harbour      The  island  in  some  of  the  earlv 
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plans  is  called  Roseneath.^  It  remained  for  a  considerable  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  Colonel's  relatives,  several  of  whom  were  grantees  of  Shei- 
burne. 

We  hear  little  of  Alexander  McNutt  in  Nova  Scotia  after  the  year 
1770.  Circumstances  were  against  him.  He  had  rivals  at  Court,  both 
in  England  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  finally  the  outbreak  of  the  American 
Revolution  blasted  his  prospects.  His  attitude  during  that  contest 
ruined  him,  but  the  Nova  Scotia  of  to-day  is  none  the  less  his  debtor 
for  many  of  the  pillars  of  her  foundation.  The  colony  at  Port  Rose- 
way,  bereft  of  his  guidance  and  leadership,  fell  into  confusion.  The 
few  settlers  placed  there  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  its  escheat. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1775,  New  Jerusalem,  or  Port  Rose  way, 
with  its  100,000  acres  was  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  John  Rider  in  Hahfax.^ 

McNutt's  Island  remained  in  possession  of  Benjamin  McNutt,  and  it 
is  quite  possible  that  he,  and  not  Colonel  Alexander,  may  have  been  the 
McNutt  whom  tradition  states  to  have  been  drowned  in  crossing  from 
the  Island  to  the  mainland.  A  number  of  Colonel  McNutt's  kinsmen 
remained  in  Nova  Scotia  and  some  of  their  descendants  have  filled 
high  positions  in  the  province  as  well  as  in  the  army  and  naval  service, 
among  them  Admiral  Cochrane  of  the  British  navy. 

Colonel  McNutt  was  living  at  Port  Roseway  at  the  commencement 
of  the  American  Revolution.  The  outbreak  of  hostilities  placed  him 
in  a  difficult  position.  His  natural  instincts  were  republican  and  led 
him  to  sympathise  with  the  majority  of  the  people  of  America  in  the 
conflict.  But  to  join  with  them  openly  might  mean  the  sacrifice  of 
all  his  prospects.  He  concluded  to  await  further  developments.  The 
developments  came  in  due  time,  and  very  unwelcome  they  were. 
They  suffice,  however,  to  add  another  chapter  to  the  story  of  a  ver}^ 
romantic  career.  Our  source  of  information  in  this  connection  will 
be  the  archives  of  Massachusetts.^  It  appears  from  a  memorial  written 
in  the  Colonel's  usual  energetic  style  and  addressed  to  the  Honourable 
Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  that  a  Boston  privateer, 
called  the  Congress,  Thomas  Francis,  master,  paid  an  unwelcome  visit 

^  In  a  plan  in  the  Archives  Department  at  Ottawa,  of  the  year  1785,  the  Ir^^land 
is  marked  "survey'd,  laid  out  and  granted  Benjamin  McNutt  and  87  others." 

2  In  the  advertisement  the  township  is  described  as  granted  to  Alex.  McXutt, 
but  lately  the  property  of  Benjamin  Gerrish. 

^  The  writer  is  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Eaton  for  caUing  his  attention  to  the 
memorials  of  Alexander  McNutt,  which  were  presented  to  the  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  in  1778  and  the  two  years  follomng.  These 
memorials,  with  other  papers,  are  printed  in  the  "  Annals  of  Yarmouth  and  Barring- 
ton  in  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Edmund  Duval  Poole  (1889),  pp.  45-49. 
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to  New  Jerusalem  on  the  22d  of  June,  1778.  On  this  occasion  his 
house  was  robbed  of  almost  every  valuable  article  in  it  b}^  a  party  of 
"Armed  Ruffians,  who  took  and  carried  away  by  force  a  number  of 
articles,  Sword,  Pistol,  Firelocks,  Powder,  Ball,  Shot  and  Flints,  Draw- 
ing Box  and  Writing  Stand,  with  their  contents,  superfine  scarlet  and 
Blew  Cloaths,  Books,  Silver  Spoons,  Silver  Buckles,  Plain,  set  and 
Carved,  Gold  lace,  Diamond  Rings  with  a  number  of  other  articles."  In 
a  subsequent  memorial  (See  Appendix  XI.)  McNutt  says  "the  Villians 
not  only  Robed  me  of  my  Property,  but  upon  my  resistance  Insulted 
me  with  blows."  His  brother,  who  was  with  him  in  the  house,  shared 
in  the  violence  and  in  the  loss.  The  Colonel  estimated  his  loss  at 
upwards  of  £300  sterling,  exclusive  of  books,  papers  and  other  articles 
which  could  not  be  replaced  for  money.  He  adds  that  "he  would  be 
Extremely  Sorry  to  see  the  Glory  of  the  American  Arms  tarnished  or 
their  Lustre  Sullyed  by  the  conduct  of  such  unworthy  persons,  who 
are  only  a  disgrace  to  the  name  of  Soldier." 

The  Colonel — never  more  at  home  than  when  dealing  with  large 
figures — states  in  his  memorial  that  he  had  already  suffered  a  loss  of 
£40,000  sterling  in  his  property,  in  the  course  of  the  Revolutionary 
contest,  by  the  waste  of  his  timber  (for  lumber  and  staves),  coal  mines, 
salmon  fishery,  etc.  During  the  next  two  years  lie  spent  a  good  deal 
of  time  in  Massachusetts  seeking  the  recovery  of  his  property,  or  some 
compensation.  On  one  occasion  he  was  arrested  at  Salem  as  "  a  doubt- 
ful character."  This  led  him  to  observe,  with  that  grim  humor  that 
often  crops  out  in  his  memorials,  "How  I  can  be  justly  considered  in 
a  double  capacity  and  treated  as  both  Whig  and  tory  seems  a  Parradox 
to  me." 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  how^ever,  that  the  Colonel  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  revolutionary  party.  This  is  shown  by  such  expressions  in 
his  memorials  as  the  following: — "I  challenge  even  enmity  itself  to 
produce  one  single  Instance  in  which  I  have  deviated  from  the  Resolves 
of  Congress  since  1774."  And  again;  "Your  Memorialist  has  suffered 
more  in  his  property  than  all  in  that  Colony  [of  Nova  Scotia]  put  to- 
gether, including  the  damage  sustained  from  the  British  and  the  Dregs 
trom  these  States,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Most  Loyal  Subjects 
and  Refugees,  and  who  are  a  curse  to  that  Colony  and  have  made  it 
only  a  Cage  for  Unclean  Birds;  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  measure  of  their 
Iniquity  is  nigh  compleat  and  that  a  time  of  purging  will  shortly  take 
place." 

Colonel  McNutt  states  that  application  had  been  made  for  his 
lands  in  Nova  Scotia,  by  Dr.  Prince  and  others,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  disaffected  to  Government.  He  claims  in  this  connection  "that 
there  cannot  be  two  contradictory  Rights  equally  true  at  one  and  the 
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same  time;  and  if  Dr.  Prince  with  Britain  claimed  a  Right  to  rol)  and 
pkuider  McXutt  on  pretence  of  his  being  a  Whig,  then  certainly  the 
Pri\'ateer  called  Congress  from  this  Port  [Boston]  had  not  a  Right  to 
rob  me  as  a  tory — yet  so  it  is.  The  truth  is,  neither  had  a  Right  to 
what  Providence  gave  me." 

McNutt's  importunity  did  not  apparently  avail,  for  he  writes  in 
the  memorial  from  which  the  quotation  is  taken: — "Since  I  first  set 
out  for  redress  have  traveled  by  Land  and  Water,  on  foot  and  on  Horse- 
l^ack  upwards  of  two  Thousand  Miles,  and  have  expended  about  five 
Thousand  Pounds,  and  about  thirteen  months'  time  without  obtaining 
the  least  redress." 

He  remained  in  Massachusetts  another  j^ear  during  which  time 
four  of  his  neighbors  in  Nova  Scotia  were  robbed  by  a  party  of  New 
England  privateersmen.  The  unfortunate  people  like  McNutt,  were 
friendly  to  the  United  States.  They  wrote  to  McNutt  to  use  his  best 
efforts  to  get  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  to  "  take  the  Notorious 
Rascalls  in  hand  for  this  Robery."  The  Colonel  represented  their 
situation  to  the  legislature  of  the  State.  He  also  asked  permission  to 
forward  some  necessary  supplies  to  the  unfortunate  people.  The 
House  of  Representatives  thereupon  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
the  Council  concurring: — 

"Resolved  that  Alexander  McNutt  be  and  he  is  hereby  permitted 
to  export  from  this  State  to  Port  Roseway  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  the 
Benefit  of  fourteen  families  residing  there,  sixty  Bushells  of  Grain,  One 
hogshead  of  Molasses,  1  barrel  of  Rum,  one  loaf  of  Sugar,  and  several 
small  Articles  of  Crockery  ware  such  as  Milk  pans  porringers  and  Butter 
pots  for  said  Families." 

The  war  had  now  put  a  stop  to  all  McNutt's  plans  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  lands.  Several  large  tracts  had  been  escheated  and  the 
prospect  of  holding  the  remainder  under  the  Government  of  Nova 
Scotia  was  by  no  means  bright.  Possibly  the  Colonel  hoped  to  hold 
them  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  this  may  have 
had  something  to  do  with  his  subsequent  course  of  action. 

His  plans  of  colonization  had  not  attained  the  success  he  once 
had  hoped  for,  but  Alexander  McNutt  was  not  the  man  to  settle  down 
to  die  of  ennui.  The  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war  had  strongly 
stirred  his  soul.  His  sympathies,  not  unnaturally,  were  with  the 
revolutionary  party,  and  as  he  had  little  prospect  of  retaining  even 
a  fraction  of  his  lands  under  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  he  had 
the  less  hesitation  as  to  his  course  of  action.  The  radical  opinions  of 
Adams  and  Jefferson  appealed  to  him.  Too  mercurial,  as  others  have 
been  in  their  sorrow,  to  soberly  discern  the  purposes  of  the  soi-disant 
patriots  the  Colonel  left  Nova  Scotia  and  joined  the  Continental  Forces. 
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Afterwards  we  find  him  supporting  as  a  "free  lance  "  the  celebrated 
Baron  de  Kalb  in  the  Carolinas  and  witnessing  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown.  To  the  late  Senator  Wm.  A.  Glasgow's  facile  pen 
we  are  indebted  for  the  following  imaginative  picture  of  McNutt's 
feelings  at  this  juncture.  The  picture  may  or  may  not  have  been  true 
to  life  and  the  sentiment  too  is  a  little  unusual  in  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

"When  he  considers  that  under  these  British  colors,  now  trailed 
in  the  dust,  his  fathers  had  rallied  at  Runnymede,  at  Marston  Moor,  at  the 
Boyne  and  Londonderry,  battling  for  English  liberty,  and  that  in  an 
evil  hour,  a  moment  of  rashness,  he  had  cast  in  his  lot  with  a  movement 
the  triumph  of  which  dishonoured  all  that  he  had  been  reared  to  rever- 
ence, what  must  have  been  the  conflict  of  his  emotions!  The  British 
Lion,  no  longer  rampant,  doing  obeisance  to  the  American  eagle  that 
not  yet  fully  fledged  was  nestling  among  the  Fleurs  de  lis — unwelcome 
reminders  of  unforgotten  conflict*.  The  war  ends,  partisan  service  is 
crowned  with  victory,  American  independence  assured,  citizenship  in 
a  confederacy  of  States  won,  allegiance  renounced  and  protection  sur- 
rendered of  the  grandest  power  in  time — ail — all  for  a  bubble!" 

As  to  his  private  fortunes  in  Nova  Scotia  McNutt  deemed  his  rights 
forfeited  for,  alas  for  him  the  colony  for  whose  advancement  he  had 
labored,  remained  under  the  British  flag.  Not  caring  to  return  to  a 
land  where  he  might  be  charged  with  treason  he  repaired  to  the  home 
of  his  brother  John  at  "The  Forks,"  in  Lexington,  Virginia.  Here  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  taking  an  interest  in  the  passing  events 
of  his  generation,  but  never  again  playing  the  conspicuous  part  that 
once  he  had  done  in  affairs  of  national  import.  He  formed  pleasant 
relations  with  General  Andrew  Moore  and  with  Thomas  Jefferson,  whom 
he  sometimes  visited  at  Monticello,  always  travelling  afoot,  appareled 
in  court  dress  with  King  George's  sword  at  his  side.  He  took  an 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  in  his  declin- 
ing years  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  devout  member.  He  also  took  an 
interest  in  the  Liberty  Hall  Academy  ^  of  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia, 
then  under  the  control  of  the  Presbyterians,  and  to  show  his  good  will 
made  a  proposal  to  the  trustees  to  endow  it  with  a  gift  of  100,000  acres 
of  land  on  the  River  St.  John  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  Tiie 
original  deed  of  conveyance  signed  by  Alexander  McNutt,  with  his 
seal  affixed,  and  witnessed  by  Andrew  Alexander,  Conrade  M.  Speece 
and  Archibald  Alexander,  is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  Washington 
and  Lee  University,  and  a  certified  cop}^  is  in  the  hands  of  the  writer 

^  This  institution  originated  in  a  classical  school  established  by  Robert  Alex- 
ander in  1749,  known  as  Augusta  Academy.  Out  of  this  grew  "  Liberty  Hall/'  which 
has  since  developed  into  the  Washington  and  Lee  University. 
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of  this  paper.  The  document  states  that  the  tract  he  desired  to  convey 
to  the  trustees  was  a  part  of  the  lands  surveyed  for  him  by  General 
Anthony  Wayne  and  Messrs.  Jacobs  and  Caton  in  the  year  1765,  and  "to 
make  things  more  definite,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  disputes  at 
any  time  hereafter,  said  100,000  acres  are  to  be  laid  off  on  the  west  side  of 
St.  John's  River  between  the  village  called  St.  Ann's  [now  Fredericton] 
at  or  near  the  head  of  navigation,  and  the  Falls  of  said  river  into  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  in  such  part  along  the  river  between  the  specified  places  as 
may  be  deemed  advantageous  for  promoting  the  ends  proposed  in  said 
Acadeni}^,  that  it  may  always  be  able  to  give  to  youths  a  complete 
liberal  education,  especially  in  all  branches  of  human  literature  necessary 
to  qualify  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  also  to  obtain  necessary  addi- 
tions to  its  library  and  apparatus,  and  to  support  in  said  Academy  lec- 
tures annually  on  human  depravity  by  the  fall  of  Adam  and  by  men's 
actual  sins,  also  on  their  recovery  by  unmerited  grace  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  against  the  opposite  errors."  Tke  date  of  the  deed  of  conveyance 
is  the  20th  day  of  March,  1797.  McNutt's  signature  is  here 
reproduced. 

This  quaint  old  document  calls  for  some  remarks.  In  the  first 
place  it  clearly  establishes  the  fact  that  Colonel  McNutt  was  living  at 
Lexington,  Virginia,  in  1797  and  was  interested  in  its  chief  Educational 
institution.  But  why  should  he  have  made  a  legal  conveyance  that,  as 
the  event  proved,  was  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was  written? 
His  memorial  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  1766  was  accompanied  b)^  a  plan 
on  which  the  tract  on  the  River  St.  John,  in  the  situation  described  in  this 
deed,  is  distinctly  marked  "Lands  reserved  for  Col.  Alex'r.  McNutt 
and  surveyed  by  him  but  afterwards  granted  to  others.^'  The  dates  at 
which  the  lands  were  granted  and  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
granted  are  well  known,^  and,  with  one  exception,  McNutt  had  no  share 
in  them.  The  exception  referred  to  was  the  township  called  "  Franck- 
fort,"  more  commonly  known  as  "McNutt's."  Its  situation  was  a  few 
miles  above  St.  Anns  on  the  Keswick  Stream  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
This  does  not  at  all  agree  with  the  location  indicated  in  Colonel  McNutt's 
deed  of  conveyance.  The  most  natural  explanation  seems  to  be  that 
as  McNutt  had  now  passed  his  three  score  years  and  ten,  his  mind  and 
memory  may  have  been  confused  as  to  the  location  of  the  grants 
on  the  St.  John  river — possibly  he  may  even   have  forgotten  about 


^  See  Collections  of  the  New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  No.  6,  pp.  287,  302; 
also  Ganong's  Historic  Sites  in  New  Brunswick,  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society 
for  1899,  pp.  331,  333.  The  townships  of  Sunbury,  Newtown,  Burton,  Mauger\'ille, 
Gagetown  and  C'omvay  were  granted  in  1765,  and  McNutt  had  no  rights  in  them 
whatever. 
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the  exact  location  of  the  township  on  the  Keswick  stream  above  St. 
Ann's  which  bore  his  name.^  This  need  not  be  very  greatly 
wondered  at  in  view  of  the  number  of  reservations  and  grants  that  had 
l^een  from  time  to  time  laid  out  for  him,  their  magnitude  and  their 
widely  separated  locations.  It  is  possible  that  he  desired  to  find  out 
through  the  inquiries  of  the  trustees  of  Liberty  Hall  whether  his  land 
patents  were  yet  considered  as  valid  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  clear  that 
the  Academy  received  no  benefit  from  his  donation. 

That  Alexander  McNutt  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Virginia 
is  shown  by  the  records  of  the  County  Court  of  Rockbridge  wherein 
he  is  described,  in  a  document  dated  September  18,  1802,  as  "Colonel 
Alexander  McNutt  from  Nova  Scotia,  now  in  Rockbridge  County,  and 
State  of  Virginia.''  The  document  states  that  in  1756  he  stood  pos- 
sessed of  two  lots  in  the  town  of  Staunton,  in  Augusta  (later  called 
Rockbridge)  County,  in  Virginia,  on  one  of  which  he  lived  at  that 
time.^ 

By  his  relatives  Colonel  McNutt  was  often  spoken  of  as  "Governor" 
McNutt,  an  appelation  which,  in  the  light  of  this  paper,  must  be  regarded 
as  a  misnomer.  If  applied  to  him  in  his  life  time  it  was  doubtless  done 
as  a  bit  of  pleasantry,  and  probably  caused  no  displeasure  on  the  part 
of  the  Colonel  who  in  his  day  had  exercised  a  governing  power  over  the 
destinies  of  so  many  individuals. 

Alexander  McNutt  died  at  Lexing-ton  in  1811  at  a  very  advanced 
age,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  buried  in  the  cemetery  there  near 
the  grave  of  his  father.  The  late  Hon.  W.  A.  Glasgow  seems  to  have 
thought  that  the  place  of  his  interment  was  at  the  Falling  Spring 
Cemetery,  a  few  miles  from  Lexington,  but  Mrs.  McCormick  in  her 
"Genealogies  and  Reminiscences"  states  that  his  grave  is  in  the  Lex- 
ington Cemetery.  Her  opinion  is  corroborated  by  that  of  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Cress,  now  living  in  Lexington.  Mrs.  Cress,  it  may  be  observed,  spent 
a  good  deal  of  time  in  her  younger  days  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
John  Hamilton  (nee  Elizabeth  McNutt)  and  frequently  heard  her  say 
that  her  great-uncle.  Colonel  Alexander  McNutt  was  buried  near  his 
father  in  the  Lexington  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  born  in  1794, 
and  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  Colonel  McNutt's  decease. 
No  headstone  marks  the  last  earthly  resting  place  of  the  man  who  in 
his  day  and  generation  played  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  affairs  of  national 
importance.     To  the  end  of  time  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  will 


^  It  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  McNutt's  plans  and  parchments  were  among  the 
papers  carried  off  by  the  vandals  who  ransacked  his  house  at  Port  Roseway  on  the 
22nd  of  June,  1778. 

-  County  Court  records  of  Rockbridge  Co.,  Virginia.  Will  Book,  No.  2,  p.  300. 
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bear  the  impress  of  his  labors  in  her  behalf.  Yet  in  Nova  Scotia  to- 
day, McXutt's  Island  alone  serves  to  recall  the  name  and  life  story  of 
one  whose  efforts  in  her  behalf  have  never  received  their  fitting  recogni- 
tion.    His  was  trul}^  a  chequered  and  eventful  career. 

"Nunc  placida  compostus  pace  quiescit." 
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APPENDIX. 


Translation  of  Proclamation  published  at  Rotterdam  and  other  towns  in  Germany^ 
in  1750,  by  John  Dick,  merchant,  agent  to  receive  applications  from  those  desiring  to 
settle  in  Nova  Scotia. 

"Whereas  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions have,  during  the  last  year,  transported  a  great  number  of  persons  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  North  America,  they  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Dick,  merchant  and  trader 
in  Rotterdam,  to  agree  with  all  those  German  Protestants  and  other  Foreigners, 
who  shall  desire  to  settle  in  said  Province  and  are  willing  to  become  British  subjects, 
respecting  the  payment  of  their  passage  from  Rotterdam  to  the  said  Province  on 
reasonable  terms,  and  to  grant  them,  in  consideration  thereof,  the  following  advan- 
tages:— 

1.  There  shall  be  assigned  and  distributed  to  each  foreigner,  fifty  acres  of  land 
free  from  all  rent  and  taxes  for  ten  years;  after  that  no  one  shall  pay  more  than 
one  shilling  yearly  for  said  fifty  acres  so  given  him. 

2.  Besides  the  fifty  acres,  there  shall  be  assigned  to  every  foreigner  who  has  a 
family,  and  to  every  member  of  the  same,  wife  and  children  included,  ten  additional 
acres  on  the  same  terms;  and  still  further  privileges  shall  be  granted  to  each  one 
according  to  his  skill  in  cultivation  of  land  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  his 
family. 

3.  All  who  are  willing  to  accept  the  aforesaid  proposals,  shall  be  maintained 
with  their  families  full  twelve  months  after  their  arrival  in  the  said  Province. 

4.  They  shall  be  provided  with  as  many  arms  and  as  much  ammunition  as 
shall  be  considered  necessary,  together  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  materials  and 
implements  for  house-keeping,  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands,  erecting  habita- 
tions, promoting  the  fisheries,  and  with  other  articles  necessary  for  their  sub- 
sistence. 

That  such  Foreigners  as  shall  desire  to  settle  in  the  aforesaid  Province  may 
have  sufficient  information  respecting  the  same,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  said 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  is  under  the  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in 
North  America,  and  situated  between  the  45th  and  51st  degrees  of  North  Latitude. 
The  air  or  climate  is  very  healthy,  and  the  soil  as  productive  and  fertile  as  that 
of  any  other  British  colony  whatever,  since  by  good  cultivation  it  yields  an  abundance 
of  everjrthing  necessary  for  the  support  of  life — ^grain,  hemp,  flax,  etc.  The  sea 
coast  abounds  with  as  great  a  variety  of  fish  as  any  part  of  the  American  coast,  and 
is  particularly  well  situated  for  shipping  and  trade,  being  furnished  with  numerous 
secure  and  convenient  harbours.  For  these  reasons,  during  the  last  year,  a  great 
number  of  British  subjects  and  Foreigners  went  thither  and  settled  under  the  regula- 
tions of  a  careful  and  prudent  person,  commissioned  for  that  purpose  by  His  Majesty, 
and  through  their  diligence  and  exertions  have  already  made  such  uncommon  progress 
that  they  have  built  a  town  [Halifax]  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  houses. 
These  colonists  already  enjoy  all  these  advantages  to  a  high  degree. 

The  plan  of  a  civil  government  is  the  same  as  usual  in  the  British  colonies  in 
America,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  privileges  already  established  there 
by  His  Majesty's  authority.  It  has  been  put  in  force  as  far  as  the  number  and 
present  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  will  admit  and  will  be  carefully  and  zeal- 
Sec.  IL,  1911.     8. 
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ously  proceeded  in  according  to  the  increase  of  the  colony,  which  under  divine 
blessing  and  assistance  may  be  expected.  Every  volunteer,  therefore,  who  has 
come  to  the  resolution  of  complying  with  the  above  proposal,  will  please  obtain 
a  license  from  his  Government,  and  therewith  apply  either  directly  to  Mr.  John 
Dick^  or  to  his  agent  in  Franckfort  on  the  Mayne,  who  may  be  found  by  enquiring 
of  John  Adam  Ohenslagen,  shipmaster,  who  resides  at  the  Saxenhausen  Bridge." 

II. 

Lawrence's  First  Proclamation  respecting  Vacant  Lands  in  Nova  Scotia,  October 
IS,  1758. 

"By  His  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence,  Captain-General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  in  America, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  etc.,  etc. 

A  Pboclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  late  success  of  His  Majesty's  arms  in  the  reduction  of  Cape 
Breton  and  its  dependencies,  and  also  by  the  demolition  and  entire  destruction  of 
Gaspe,  Miramichi,  and  of  Saint  Lawrence  and  on  Saint  John's  river  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  the  Enemy,  who  have  formerly  disturbed  and  harassed  the  Province  of 
Nova-Scotia  and  much  obstructed  its  progress,  have  been  compelled  to  retire  and 
take  refuge  in  Canada;  a  favourable  opportunity  now  presents  itself  for  the  peopling 
and  cultivating  as  well  the  lands  vacated  by  the  French  as  every  other  part  of  that 
valuable  Province;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's 
Council,  to  issue  this  proclamation,  declaring  that  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  any 
proposals  that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  me  for  effectually  settling  the  said  vacated, 
or  any  other  lands  within  the  Province  aforesaid;  a  description  whereof,  and  of  the 
advantages  arising  from  their  peculiar  nature  and  situation  I  have  ordered  to  be 
published  with  this  proclamation. 

Given  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Halifax,  the  12th  day  of  October,  1758,  and 
in  the  thirty-second  year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign. 
By  His  Excellency's  Command,    ] 

with  the  advice  of  His  I      CHARLES  LAWRENCE. 

Majesty's  Council.  I 

God  Save  the  King! 

A  description  of  the  Lands,  ordered  to  be  published  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
Proclamation,  which  consist  of  more  than  100,000  acres  of  land,  interval  and  plow 
lands,  producing  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  hemp,  flax,  etc.  These  have  been  culti- 
vated for  more  than  a  hundred  years  past,  and  never  fail  of  crops  nor  need  manuring. 

Also,  more  than  100,000  acres  of  upland,  cleared  and  stocked  with  English 
grass,  planted  with  orchards,  gardens,  etc.  These  lands,  with  good  husbandry, 
produce  often  two  loads  of  hay  per  acre.  The  wild  and  unimproved  lands  adjoining 
abound  with  black  birch,  ash,  oak,  pine,  fir,  etc. 

All  these  lands  are  so  intermixed  that  every  single  farmer  may  have  a  propor- 
tionable quantity  of  plow  land,  grass  land  and  woodland,  and  are  all  situated  about 
the  Bay  of  Fundi  upon  rivers  navigable  for  ships  of  burthen. 

1  The  nature  of  the  voluminous  correspondence  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  with  John  Dick  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  on  the  other  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  Brymner's 
Canadian  Archives  for  1894,  pp.  150-187.     The  correspondence  covered  three  years. 
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Proposals  will  be  received  by  Mr.  Hancock  of  Boston,  and  by  Messrs  Delancie 
&  Watts  of  New  York,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor,  or  President  of  the 
Council  at  Halifax. 

III. 

Lawrence^s  Second  Proclamation  respecting  Vacant  Lands  in  Nova  Scotia; 
January  11th,  1759. 

"By  His  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor- 
in-Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  in  America, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  etc.,  etc. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  since  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation  dated  the  12th  day  of  October, 
1758,  relative  to  the  settling  the  vacated  lands  in  this  Province,  I  have  been  informed 
by  Thomas  Hancock,  Esq.,  Agent  for  the  affairs  of  Nova-Scotia  at  Boston,  that 
sundry  applications  have  been  made  to  him  in  consequence  thereof  by  persons  who 
are  desirous  of  settling  the  said  lands,  and  who  are  solicitous  to  know  what  particular 
encouragement  the  Government  will  give  them — whether  any  allowance  of  Provisions 
will  be  granted  at  their  first  settlement,  what  quantity  of  land  will  be  alloted  to  each 
person,  what  quit  rents  they  are  to  pay,  what  the  constitution  of  the  Government 
is,  whether  any  taxes  and  of  what  kind  will  be  levied,  whether  they  will  be  allowed 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion? 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council  to  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  declaring,  in  answer  to  the  said  enquiries,  that  by  His 
Majesty's  Royal  Instructions  I  am  empowered  to  make  grants  in  the  following 
proportions : — 

That  Townships  are  to  consist  of  100,000  acres  of  land — or  about  twelve  miles 
square — that  they  do  include  the  best  and  most  profitable  lands,  and  also  that  they 
do  comprehend  such  rivers  as  may  be  at  or  near  such  settlements,  and  do  extend 
as  far  up  into  the  country  as  conveniently  may  be,  taking  in  a  necessary  part  of  the 
sea  coast. 

That  the  quantities  of  land  granted  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  abilities  of  the 
settlers  to  plant,  cultivate  and  enclose  the  same. 

That  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  woodland  will  be  allowed  to  every  person  being 
master  or  mistress  of  a  family,  for  himself  or  herself,  and  fifty  acres  for  every  white 
or  black  man,  woman  or  child  of  which  such  person's  family  shall  consist  at  the 
actual  time  of  making  the  grant,  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  quit  rent  of  one  shilling 
sterling  per  annum  for  every  fifty  acres;  such  quit  rent  to  commence  at  the  expira" 
tion  of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  each  grant,  and  to  be  paid  for  His  Majesty's  use 
to  his  Receiver  General  at  Halifax,  or  to  his  deputy  on  the  spot. 

That  the  grantees  will  be  obliged  by  their  said  grants  to  plant,  cultivate,  im- 
prove, or  enclose  one  third  part  of  their  lands  within  the  space  of  ten  years,  another 
third  part  within  the  space  of  twenty  years,  and  the  remaining  third  part  within 
the  space  of  thirty  years  from  the  date  of  their  grants. 

That  no  one  person  can  possess  more  than  one  thousand  acres  by  gfant  in  his 
or  her  own  name. 

That  every  grantee,  upon  giving  proof  that  he  or  she  has  fulfilled  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  his  or  her  grant  shall  be  entitled  to  another  grant  in  the  proportion 
and  upon  the  conditions  above  mentioned. 
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That  the  lands  proposed  to  be  settled  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  as  expressed  in  the 
former  proclamation,  will  be  distributed  with  such  proportion  of  interval,  plow  land, 
mowing  land  and  pasture  as  will  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  respective  families 
that  shall  be  established  thereon. 

That  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  is  constituted  like  those  of  the  neighbouring 
Colonies,  the  Legislature  consisting  of  a  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Assembly, 
and  every  Township,  so  soon  as  it  shall  consist  of  fifty  families,  will  be  entitled  to 
send  two  representatives  to  the  General  Assembly.  The  Courts  of  Justice  are  also 
constituted  in  like  manner  with  those  of  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Northern 
Colonies. 

That  as  to  the  article  of  Religion,  full  liberty  of  conscience,  both  by  His  Majesty's 
Royal  Instructions  and  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  is  secured 
to  persons  of  all  persuasions,  Papists  excepted,  as  may  more  fully  appear  by  the 
following  abstract  of  the  said  Act,  viz. : — 

*  Protestants  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England,  whether  they  be  Calvanists, 
Lutherans,  Quakers,  or  under  what  denomination  soever,  shall  have  free  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  may  erect  and  build  Meeting  Houses  for  public  worship,  and 
may  choose  and  elect  Ministers  for  the  carrying  on  Divine  Service  and  administration 
of  the  Sacrament,  according  to  their  several  opinions,  and  all  contracts  made  between 
their  Ministers  and  Congregations  for  the  support  of  their  Ministry  are  hereby 
declared  valid,  and  shall  have  their  full  force  and  eiTect  according  to  the  tenor 
and  conditions  thereof,  and  all  such  Dissenters  shall  be  excused  from  any  rates  or 
taxes  to  be  made  or  levied  for  the  support  of  the  Established  Church  of   England.' 

That  no  taxes  have  hitherto  been  laid  upon  His  Majesty's  subjects  within  this 
Province  nor  are  there  any  fees  of  office  taken  upon  issuing  the  grants  of  land. 

That  I  am  not  authorized  to  issue  any  bounty  of  provisions:  and  I  do  hereby 
declare  that  I  am  ready  to  lay  out  the  lands  and  make  grants  immediately  under 
the  conditions  above  described,  and  to  receive  and  transmit  to  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  His 
Majesty  for  approbation,  such  further  proposals  as  may  be  offered  by  any  body  of 
people  for  settling  an  entire  Township  under  other  conditions  that  they  may  conceive 
more  advantageous  to  the  undertakers. 

That  Forts  are  established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be 
settled,  and  are  garrisoned  by  His  Majesty's  troops,  with  a  view  of  giving  all  manner 
of  aid  and  protection  to  the  settlers  if  hereafter  there  should  be  need. 

Given  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Halifax  this  11th  day  of  January,  1759,  in  the 
thirty-second  ^''ear  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  LAWRENCE. 

IV. 

Representation  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  of  the  Terms  and  Conditions  proposed  to  a 
number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Adjacent  Colonies  to  Settle  upon  the  Lands  vacated  by  the 
French  Inhabitants  in  Nota  Scotia — December  20th,  1759. 

Memorial  to  the  King. 

''To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty: — 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

The  Success  of  Your  Majesty's  arms  in  the  year  1755,  in  dispossessing  the 
French  of  the  several  encroachments  they  had  made  at  Beausejour,  Bay  Verte  and 
other  parts  of  the  Colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  having  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity 
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of  reducing  the  French  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  to  that  obedience  which  as  Sub- 
jects under  the  faith  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  they  owed  to  Your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, or  forcing  them  to  quit  the  Country,  Charles  Lawrence,  Esq'r.,  Your  Majesty's 
Governor  of  the  said  Colony,  availed  himself  of  that  conjuncture  to  try  every  means 
of  inducing  them  to  take  the  proper  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  Your  Majesty  unqualified 
with  any  Reservation  whatever.  But  they  persisting  in  an  unanimous  Refusal  of 
such  Oath,  the  said  Governor  and  Your  Majesty's  Council  assisted  by  the  advice 
and  opinion  of  Admiral  Boscawen  and  the  late  Rear  Admiral  Moystyn,  resolved  it 
to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  the  security  of  Nova  Scotia  immediately  to  remove 
from  that  colony  a  set  of  people,  who,  refusing  to  become  subjects  to  Your  Majesty 
according  to  the  stipulation  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  had  ever  since,  under  the 
name  of  Neutrals,  either  abetted  every  hostile  attempt  of  the  French  by  secret 
Treachery  or  countenanced  them  by  open  force. 

This  Resolution  being  carried  into  effectual  execution  by  transporting  the  said 
French  Inhabitants  to  the  amount  of  near  seven  thousand  persons  and  distributing 
them  in  proper  proportions  among  the  colonies  on  the  Continent  of  North  America, 
vast  quantities  of  the  most  fertile  land,  in  an  actual  state  of  cultivation  and  in 
those  parts  of  the  Province  the  most  advantageously  situated  for  commerce  in 
general  and  that  of  the  Fishery  in  particular,  became  vacant  and  subject  to  Your 
Majesty's  disposal:  And  the  filling  them  with  usefull  and  industrious  Inhabitants 
appeared  to  us  to  be  of  so  great  importance  to  the  future  security  and  prosperity  of 
Nova  Scotia  that  it  became  an  immediate  object  of  our  utmost  attention  and  sollici- 
tude.  Accordingly  we  lost  no  time  in  recomm.ending  it  to  your  Majesty's  Governor 
to  consult  with  such  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  as  abound  in  Inhabitants  and 
whose  cleared  Lands  are  already  taken  up,  and  to  use  every  other  means  in  his 
Power  toward  inviting  and  procuring  a  proper  number  of  settlers  to  seat  themselves 
on  the  said  vacated  lands  on  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  Your  Majesty's 
Instructions. 

In  pursuance  of  these  directions,  Your  Majesty's  Governor,  by  private  corres- 
pondence, at  first,  and  afterwards  by  two  publick  Proclamations  (of  which  we 
humbly  beg  leave  to  annex  copies)  made  known  the  quantities,  situation  and  nature 
of  the  Lands,  and  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  empowered  to  Grant  them,  ap- 
pointed Agents  at  Boston  and  New  York  to  treat  with  all  Persons  desirous  to  become 
Settlers,  and  in  consequence  received  several  Proposals  for  settling  Townships  in 
different  parts  of  the  Province.  And  altho'  the  execution  of  those  proposals  has 
been  greatly  delayed  b}^  circumstances  the  most  unfavourable  to  such  undertakings, 
which  necessarily  arise  in  time  of  war,  and  particularly  by  the  dread  of  those  incur- 
sions and  cruelties  of  the  French  and  Indians,  with  which  this  Province  has  con- 
tinually been  harrassed;  we  have,  nevertheless,  the  great  satisfaction  humbly  to 
represent  to  your  Majesty  that  the  zealous  endeavours  of  your  said  Governor  have 
at  length  been  crowned  with  a  success  greatly  beyond  our  Expectations  and  almost 
equal  to  our  wishes. 

It  appears,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty,  by  letters  and  papers  which  we  have 
lately  received  from  Mr.  Lawrence,  than  an  extraordinary  disposition  for  settling 
in  Nova  Scotia  having,  in  consequence  of  the  said  Proclamations,  diffused  itself 
thro'  the  Colonies  of  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island — in  the  two 
last  of  which  the  Inhabitants  are  growing  too  numerous  for  their  present  possessions, 
the  said  Governor  has  availed  himself  of  that  spirit  not  merely  to  people  the  culti- 
vated Lands  heretofore  possessed  by  the  French  Inhabitants,  according  to  the  first 
idea,  but  also  to  grant  out  with  them  a  very  large  proportion  of  wild  and  uncultivated 
country.     That  upon  this  Plan  he  has  actually  passed  Grants  of  nine  Townships, 
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containing  100,000  acres  each,  within  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  of  four  other  Townships 
of  the  like  number  of  acres  each  on  the  Cape  Sable  Shore.  In  which  thirteen  Town- 
ships it  is  covenanted  that  2,550  Families,  making  in  the  whole  12,750  Persons, 
shall  be  seated  in  the  course  of  the  three  ensuing  years,  in  such  Proportion  and 
at  such  Periods  as  are  specified  in  the  annexed  copy  of  the  abstract  of  the  said 
grants. 

And  Mr.  Lawrence  further  informs  us  that  he  is  actually  in  treaty  with  Persons 
who  have  applyed  to  him  for  Grants  of  six  or  eight  Townships  more  than  are  men- 
tioned in  the  said  abstract  with  respect  to  the  Terms  and  Conditions  on  which  the 
said  thirteen  Townships  have  been  Granted. 

It  appears  by  a  copy  of  one  of  the  Grants  which  Mr.  Lawrence  has  transmitted 
to  us,  as  the  model  by  which  the  rest  were  framed,  that  they  are  conformable  to  the 
directions  of  your  Majesty's  Instructions  with  regard  to  the  quantity  alloted  to  each 
family,  the  quit  rent  reserved  to  Your  Majesty  and  the  conditions  of  cultivation  and 
improvement.  And  the  only  circumstance  which  we  regret  in  the  management  of 
this  important  business  is  that  notwithstanding  the  uncommon  fertility  and  other 
peculiar  advantages  of  these  Lands,  which  might  be  deemed  to  afford  sufficient 
encouragement  to  the  settlers  without  incurring  any  expence  to  the  Publick,  we 
find  that  Mr.  Lawrence  has  been  obliged  to  consent  to  pay  the  charge  of  transporting 
the  first  year's  settlers  of  the  three  first  Townships,  and  of  making  them  a  small 
allowance  of  Bread  corn.  But  we  are  hopefull  nevertheless  that  the  Reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  Governor's  letter  and  in  the  minutes  of  the  Council  (extracts  of 
which  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  annex)  may  induce  Your  Majesty  to  approve  the 
conduct  of  your  Governor  in  consenting  to  these  allowances,  rather  than  risquing 
by  too  strict  an  attention  to  oeconomy  the  whole  success  of  a  measure  which  must 
be  productive  of  the  most  essential  advantages,  not  only  to  the  Colony  of  Nova 
Scotia  but  to  Your  Majesty's  other  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  North  America 
and  finally  to  this  Kingdom.  For,  by  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  under- 
taking, the  Colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  becoming  almost  at  once  populous,  will  rise 
from  the  weak  state  of  Infancy  to  such  a  degree  of  internal  strength  and  stability 
as  will  naturally  produce  its  own  security  and  contribute  in  a  great  measure  to  that 
of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  to  which  it  is  a  Frontier.  In  consequence  of  these 
advantages  it  may  reasonablj^  be  hoped  that  this  Colony  will  in  a  few  years  cease 
to  be  a  Burthen  to  the  Mother  Country,  to  whose  bountifull  assistance  it  has  hitherto 
owed  its  support,  and  that  being  thus  enabled  fully  to  avail  itself  of  those  great  and 
lasting  sources  of  Wealth  which  it  possesses,  it  will  not  only  have  within  itself  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  sufficient  for  its  own  consumption,  but  be  in  a  capacity  of 
exporting  large  quantities  of  Grain,  Hemp,  Flax,  Fish  and  other  valuable  commodi- 
ties to  the  great  increase  and  benefit  of  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies. 

For  these  reasons  we  think  it  our  duty  humbly  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the 
whole  Proceedings  of  your  Governor  and  Council  in  this  important  service  (as  set 
forth  in  the  several  papers  hereunto  annexed)  humbly  proposing  that  they  may 
receive  the  sanction  of  your  Majesty's  Royal  approbation. 
All  of  which  is  most  humbly  submitted — 

Dunk  Halifax, 

SOAME    JeNYNS, 

W.  G.  Hamilton, 
W.  Slopek. 
Whitehall,  December  20th,  1759. 
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His  Majesty's  Confirmation  of  the  Plan  for  Settling  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James  the  16th  day  of  February,  1760 — 
Present. — The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  President, 
Lord  Steward,  Earl  of  Hyndford,  Earl  Gower,  Viscount  Barrington,  Lord  Delaware, 
Mr.  Vice  Chamberlain. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  to  the  Board  a  Representation  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  dated  the  20th  of  December  last, 
containing  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  in  Council  of  Nova-Scotia, 
with  regard  to  the  settling  of  the  lands  evacuated  by  the  removal  of  the  French 
inhabitants  from  that  Province,  as  well  as  other  tracts  of  land  in  the  wild  and  tm- 
cleared  part  of  that  country,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  the  said  Governor  and  Council  have  agreed  to  make  grants  of  the  said  lands: 
And  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  being  of  opinion  that  the  plan  so  laid  down  by 
the  said  Governor  and  Council,  will  be  a  means  of  the  speedy  settling  the  vacant 
lands  in  that  Province,  and  therefore  proper  to  receive  His  Majesty's  approbation; 
His  Majesty  has  this  day  taken  the  said  representation  into  consideration,  and  is 
hereby  pleased  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  his  Royal  approba- 
tion of  the  said  plan  of  the  said  Governor  and  Council  for  the  speedy  settling  the 
vacant  lands  in  that  Province;  and  also  of  the  terms  and  conditions  agreed  upon 
for  that  purpose,  and  doth  therefore  order  that  the  Governor  or  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  his  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  time  being  do  carry  the  same  into 
execution. 

(Signed)  W.  Sharpe. 

VI. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Lawrence  to  the  Agent  for  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  at  Boston,  dated  the  24th  of  June,  1760. 

"I  am  ready  to  receive  farther  proposals,  in  consequence  of  His  Majesty's 
approbation  of  our  measures,  from  any  person  or  persons  who  will  offer  themselves 
to  become  settlers  in  this  Province;  and  that  all  due  encouragement  shall  be  given 
them  to  the  .utmost  limits  of  the  authority  which  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
invest  the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  Province." 

Nota  Bene. — Proposals  left  with  Mr.  Hancock  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor 
at  Halifax. 

VII. 

Letter  of  Charles  Morris  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Charles  Lawrence. 

Pisquid,  June  1st,  1760. 
Sir, — Having  left  the  Inhabitants  of  Liverpool  in  high  spirits,  extreamly  well 
pleased  with  their  scituation  and  the  choice  they  have  made  for  a  Township  and 
for  having  discovered  among  other  things  great  quantities  of  fine  Oak  for  Ship 
building,  on  the  24th  Inst.,  I  sailed  for  the  Bay.  The  29th  I  put  into  Annapolis 
to  deliver  Letters  I  had  charge  of.  There  I  found  forty  settlers  belonging  to  the 
Township  of  Annapolis,  arrived  just  before  us,  and  a  Committee  for  the  Township 
of  Granville  to  lay  out  Lotts  for  their  first  setlers.  These  came  in  a  Vessel  hired 
by  Mr.  Hancock  for  Mr.  Evans  and  Comp'y,  and  was  to  return  the  next  Day  for  the 


no  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

remainder  of  the  Sellers  and  Stock,  who  were  not  at  first  ready;  so  that  they  have 
hired  one  Vessel  to  go  two  Trips  instead  of  two  Vessels. ^  (I  was  obhged  to  tarry 
with  them  part  of  the  next  day  in  order  to  satisfy  some  discontents  on  account  of 
the  number  of  Troops  allowed  for  their  Protection.) 

Colonel  Hoar  has  not  above  70  men  reinlisted,  the  others  insisting  on  being 
released  and  sent  home,  and  I  find  by  a  Letter  he  has  received  by  this  Vessel  from 
Governor  Pownall  there  is  no  Recruits  to  be  expected  from  thence,  but  he  informs 
him  the  Troops  will  soon  be  otherways  relieved;  ^  perhaps  he  has  Advice  that  (as  it 
is  reported)  Louisbourg  is  to  be  demolished,  and  the  Troops  removed  to  this  Province. 

The  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Troops  at  this  juncture,  where  so  many 
settlements  are  carrying  on,  is  not  a  little  discouraging  to  the  new  settlers;  I  am  in 
hopes  no  accident  will  happen  to  make  a  greater  number  necessary. 

The  Cape  Sable  Indians  have  been  at  Annapolis,  and  have  behaved  friendly 
and  left  some  of  their  wives  and  children  there,  and  propose  to  return  and  bring 
their  Families;   I  think  Mr,  Hoar  told  me  there  were  nine  Families. 

There  is  one  circimastance  I  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  to  Your  Excellency, 
mentioned  to  me  by  Coll.  Hoar,  that  he  had  received  advice  from  Major  Arbuth- 
not  that  160  of  his  men  had  deserted,  that  he  was  apprehensive  the  others  would 
the  first  opportunity,  and  that  the  Garrison  would  be  in  danger  if  anything  should 
happen  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

Having  put  the  new  Inhabitants  at  Annapolis  in  a  method  how  to  divide  and 
improve  their  land  to  their  satisfaction,  I  set  sail  the  30th  and  arrived  last  night 
here,  and  this  morning  between  Eleven  and  Twelve  came  up  Captain  Rogers  ^  with 
six  Transports  with  Inhabitants,  principally  for  the  Township  of  Minas.  They  have 
been  out  21  days  and  suffered  much  for  want  of  sufficient  Provinder  and  Hay  for  their 
Stock.  We  were  obliged  to  land  the  cattle  here  which  was  done  immediately,  and 
purpose  after  they  have  recruited  to  drive  them  to  Minas. 

Captain  Rogers  informs  me  that  there  were  many  Families  more  than  they 
could  provide  Transports  for  waiting  at  New  London  with  their  cattle,  and  that 
Captain  Taggart,  who  is  daily  expected,  will  bring  a  more  full  account  of  the  par- 
ticulars. 

I  should  be  glad  of  your  Excellency's  immediate  orders  if  you  think  proper 
for  sending  back  the  Transports  and  v/hich  of  the  Province  Vessels  you  purpose 
to  accompany  them,  or  both,  and  whether  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Province  are  not  to  be  preferred  if  there  be  more  Vessels  than  sufficient. 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  this  opportunity  of  importing  the  Inhabitants  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  neglected,  seeing  they  are  ready  for  imbarkation,  the  Vessels 
already  prepared  both  for  men  and  cattle,  and  the  Passage  to  and  from  Connecticut 
cannot  be  much  longer  than  a  month  at  this  season. 

June  2d. — There  are  four  seperate  Places  to  be  settled.  Canard,  Minas,  North 
and  East  side  of  Pisquid.  The  Places  I  intend  to  propose  at  Canard  is  Boudrow's 
Bank,  at  Minas  the  Vieux  Lodg^es,  at  Pisiquid  for  the  North  side  the  upland  (between 
both  Marshes)  East  of  Petit  Cape  in  sight  of  this  Fort,  and  the  other  I  have  not 
yet  examined,  but  intend  such  a  Place  as  is  within  sight  of  this  Fort,  and  may  by 
signal  be  relieved. 

1  hope  your  Excellency  will  think  with  me  it  is  necessary  at  all  these  Places 
to  have  a  small  Lodgment  for  the  Troops,  and  a  Place  of  Refuge  in  case  any  attempt 
now  unforseen  should  be  made.     That  if  they  are  permitted  to  scatter  in  their 

^  See  Calnek  &  Savary's  History  of  Annapolis,  pp.  150,  151, 

2  See  Nova  Scotia  published  Archives,  pp.  479-482. 

3  Jeremiah  Rogers,  Master  of  Province  Brig,  Montague. 
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settlements  under  its  present  circumstances,  it  may  tempt  the  Neutral  French  and 
Indians  to  give  them  a  fatal  Blow  which  otherwise  they  would  not  think  of. 

A  compact  Town  will  be  necessary  at  all  these  Places  upon  account  of  Trade 
and  Tradesmen,  and  such  settlements  placed  in  the  midst  of  all  their  clear  land 
will  be  advantageous  to  the  Farmers,  but  that  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  is 
defending  them  at  first  and  securing  them  so  as  to  stand  in  spite  of  all  attempts. 
Individuals  may  be  unfortunate,  but  a  settlement  so  founded  will  hold  its  ground. 

The  charge  of  doing  these  things  will  not  be  great,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  at  least  one  Load  of  Boards  about  30  m.  for  covering  the  Troops  and  stores. 
The  nails  I  brought  with  me  will  be  sufficient,  but  cash  will  be  wanting  for  Labour 
and  for  which  I  shall  want  your  Excellency's  orders  or  leave  to  draw  for,  and  which 
I  promise  shall  be  as  little  as  possible. 

Captain  Watmore  is  heartily  disposed  to  serve  the  settlements  and  would  be 
glad  of  a  share  in  some  of  those  Lands  for  his  children  if  any  Vacancy  should  remain 
or  be  forfeited.  He  informs  me  he  has  but  110  men  in  both  detachments,  a  number 
I  apprehend  your  Excellency  will  think  too  small  to  defend  this  Fort  and  protect 
these  settlements,  as  two  of  them,  Minas  and  Canard  are  remote,  and  cannot  depend 
upon  assistance  from  hence.  However  I  shall  proceed  tomorrow,  if  possible,  with 
the  People  to  Minas  in  order  to  unload  the  Vessels  and  have  them  ready  in  case 
your  Excellency  thinks  it  necessary  they  should  immediately  return  for  Setlers, 
and  hope  to  have  advice  and  orders  thereon  by  the  return  of  the  Party. 

I  have  inclosed  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  number  of  setlers  and  have 
inquired  into  the  deficiency  of  Arms  for  which  they  have  applied  and  for  ammunition. 
I  have  told  them  I  would  make  a  return  to  your  Excellency  of  what  arms  were 
wanting;  as  to  ammunition  it  should  be  lodged  with  the  officers  commanding  the 
Parties,  and  to  be  issued  only  in  Time  of  Necessity. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obliged  and  obed't, 
humble  Servant. 

Charles  Morris. 

VIII. 

Memorial  of  Mr.  Alex.  McNutt  respecting  his  proceedings  m  consequence  of  the 
Engagement  entered  into  with  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Feb'y,  1761,  setting  forth  his  Loss 
from  those  Engagements  not  being  confinn'd  by  Govern' t,  and  prayiyig  such  Relief  as 
the  Board  shall  think  proper. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
The  Humble  Memorial  of  Alexander  McNutt : 
Your  Memorialist  humbly  begs  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  after  having 
raised  three  hundred  men  for  His  Majesty's  Service  at  Louisbourg  at  the  time  it 
was  necessary  to  draw  the  regular  troops  from  thence  for  the  relief  of  Quebec,  then 
invested  by  the  Enemy,  your  Memorialist  was  invited  by  Governor  Lawrence  to 
continue  his  endeavours  to  procure  Inhabitants  for  the  Peopling  the  Infant  Collony 
of  Nova  Scotia,  then  almost  an  entire  wilderness,  notwithstanding  the  immense 
expence  bestowed  upon  it  by  Great  Britain,  all  schemes  for  the  Peopling  of  that 
important  country  having  hitherto  proved  abortive. 
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That  your  Memorialist  procured  about  one  thousand  Familys  to  go  thither 
to  settle  in  the  year  1760  from  the  province  of  New  Hampshire^  Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticutt,  New  York,  Pensilvania  and  Virginia.  That  Gov'r. 
Lawrence,  satisfied  of  the  Industry  and  Integrity  of  your  Memoralist,  pressed  him 
to  undertake  to  procure  more  Protestant -Inhabitants  for  the  said  Collony,  and  for 
promoting  the  wise  and  great  ends  for  which  the  same  was  originally  established; 
the  said  Gov'r.  Lawrence  being  then  saticefied,  that  the  means  Hitherto  used  for 
that  purpose  would  allways  be  fruitless,  as  they  had  before  proved. 

That  Gov'r.  Lawrence,  in  order  to  Induce  your  Memorialist  to  undertake  the 
Introduction  of  Protestant  Inhabitants  into  the  said  Collony,  not  only  promised 
your  Memorialist  his  favour  and  the  performance  of  several  articles  which  were  in  his 
power  as  Gov'r.  of  the  said  Province,  but  undertook  forthwith  to  write  to  your  Lord- 
ships, strongly  recommending  your  Memorialist  to  your  Lordships  Countenance 
and  protection,  and  earnestly  Intreating  your  Lordships  Intercession  with  His 
Majesty  for  the  performance  of  several  other  articles  which  the  said  Gov'r.  judged 
necessary  for  attaining  the  salutary  ends  aimed  at  by  establishing  the  said  Collony, 
but  which  the  Gov'r.  had  not  sufficient  power  in  himself  to  perform  and  therefor 
could  not  undertake. 

That  your  Memorialist  came  into  England  in  the  year  1761,  and  after  haveing 
had  the  Honour  several  times  to  attend  your  Lordships,  and  to  Inform  your  Lord- 
ships of  several  particulars  material  to  the  sucess  of  the  application  he  was  then 
makeing  at  the  Instance  of  Gov'r.  Lawrence,  your  Memorialist  was  acquainted  that 
your  Lordships  had  come  to  a  resolution  that  the  design  your  Memorialist  was 
employed  in  promoting  was  very  beneficial  to  the  publick  service,  and  that  it  was 
your  Lordships  pleasure  to  represent  the  same  to  his  Majesty  as  Highly  Deserving  his 
royal  favour  and  Encouragement,  as  being  the  most  fitt  and  proper  means  for  speedy 
Peopling  of  the  province  and  which  his  Late  Majesty  had  approved  of. 

That  your  Memorialist  relying  upon  your  Lordships  authority,  and  placing 
the  utmost  Confidence  in  the  assurences  he  had  received  from  the  Board,  and  know- 
ing how  Injurious  it  would  be  to  him  to  lose  the  summer  season  here.  Immediately 
proposed  to  carry  his  Design  into  execution,  and,  at  the  expence  of  many  thousand 
pounds,  had  procured  a  great  number  of  settlers,  together  with  Hemp-seed  and 
many  other  things  necessary  for  beginning  a  usefull  settlement  in  that  Collony,  and 
had  morover  entered  into  Contracts,  to  a  very  large  amount,  for  the  freight  of 
shiping,  in  order  to  Transport  the  said  settlers,  and  that  after  the  Encouragement 
given  to  him  by  your  Lordships  he  made  a  begining,  by  Transporting  some  himdred 
Familys,  at  a  great  Expence  to  your  Memorialist,  but  upon  his  arrival  in  Nova 
Scotia  was  much  surprised  to  find  that  the  Lieu't  Gov'r.  had  not  received  any  order 
from  the  Government  for  Carrying  your  Memoralist's  plan  into  Execution,  and 
therefor  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  allot  Lands  to  the  Settlers,  Introduced 
by  your  Memorialist,  upon  the  terms  stipulated  with  Your  Lordships,  or  to  allow 
them  the  priviledges  agreed  upon  by  your  Memorialist,,  who  was  obliged  to  Desist 
from  all  further  prosecution  of  his  plan,  at  the  loss  of  almost  the  whole  of  your 
Memorialist's  Expence,  and  the  violation  of  his  Engagements. 

That  in  this  situation  your  Memorialist  is  in  Danger  of  utter  ruin,  being  alto- 
gether unable  to  suport  so  heavy  a  loss,  without  Your  Lordships  favourable  Inter- 
position. 

Your  Memorialist  therefor  Humbly  prays  that  Your  Lordships  would  please  to 
take  his  Case  into  Consideration  and  to  do  therein  as  to  your  Lordships  shall  seem 
most  fit. 

Rec'd  and  read,  Jan.  19,  1763. 
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IX. 

Representation  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  His  Majesty  upon  Mr.  Alexander 
McNutVs  proposals  to  send  a  number  of  persons  to  settle  in  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
May  it  please  your  Majesty. 
Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq'r.  Lieut.  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  your 
Majesty's  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  having  transmitted  to  us  very  particular  accounts 
of  the  state  of  the  Settlements  made  and  preparing  to  be  made  in  that  Province  by 
Persons  from  other  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies  to  the  southward  and  partly  by 
persons  who  went  thither  last  year  from  the  north  of  Ireland  under  direction,  and 
principally  at  the  expence,  of  Mr,  Alex'r.  McNutt  in  consequence  of  the  proposals 
made  by  him  to  this  Board  in  Febr'y,  1761,  and  by  the  then  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Trade  and  Plantations  laid  before  your  Majesty  for  your  confirmation  on  the 
5th  of  March  following,  and  it  appearing  that  Mr.  McNutt  was  come  to  England 
with  a  view  to  the  further  prosecution  of  his  Plan,  We  thought  it  our  duty  to  call 
him  before  us,  and  having  received  from  him  very  full  Information,  as  well  of  what 
he  has  already  done,  as  of  what  he  further  purposes  to  do  in  prosecution  of  the 
measures  approved  of  by  the  late  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  we 
humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty. 

That  immediately  after  Mr.  McNutt  had  been  made  acquainted  with  their 
Lordships  approbation  of  his  Plan  in  Nov'r.,  1760,  he  went  to  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and,  having  pubHshed  his  proposals,  a  number  of  Families  soon  engaged  to  accept 
thereof  and  to  settle  under  his  direction  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  accordingly  early  in 
the  Spring  the  heads  of  these  Families,  to  the  amount  of  about  300  persons,  actually 
embarked  with  him  for  that  Colony,  and  upon  their  arrival  appointed  a  Committee 
to  view  the  lands  reserved  for  them  by  the  late  Governor  Lawrence,  the  remainder 
employing  themselves  in  the  meantime  in  common  day  labour  in  and  about  the 
town  of  Halifax,  which  had  the  good  effect  to  reduce  the  price  of  labour  from  4 
shillings  to  2  shillings  per  day. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  Lands,  having  made  a  very  favourable 
report  of  those  Lands  and  of  the  many  advantages  attending  settlements  in  that 
country,  and  the  whole  body  of  these  people  having  expressed  their  great  satisfaction 
in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  McNutt,  he  immediately  prepared  to  return  to  Ireland  in 
order  to  prosecute  his  Plan,  having  as  he  has  informed  us  entered  into  contract 
with  some  merchants  at  Londonderry  for  the  hire  of  10,000  tons  of  shipping,  in 
order  to  carry  over  this  year  7,000  or  8,000  persons  from  that  Kingdom  to  Nova 
Scotia,  and  also  contracted  for  500  bushels  of  Hemp  seed,  with  a  view  to  encourage 
the  production  of  that  valuable  material  of  manufacture  in  that  Province. 

This,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  is  the  present  state  of  this  measure,  which 
in  so  far  as  it  tends  to  the  benefit,  improvement  and  effectual  establishment  of  the 
Colony  of  Nova  Scotia  (certainly  a  very  desirable  object)  appears  to  us  to  have 
been  wisely  and  properly  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  Board,  and  we 
should  do  injustice  to  Mr.  McNutt's  merit  if  we  did  not  add  that  it  has  been  as  ably 
and  faithfully  executed  on  his  part.  But  however  reasonable  and  politick  such  a 
measure  may  appear  when  confined  to  a  limited  place  of  settlement,  yet  if  it  should 
extend  itself  to  a  larger  number  than  Mr.  McNutt  has  already  engaged  (which  we 
apprehend  would  be  beyond  what  the  late  Commissioners  had  in  view)  it  appears 
to  be  a  proposition  of  a  different  kind,  and  comprehends  other  considerations  than 
merely  that  of  the  local  advantages  and  benefits  that  will  arise  from  it  to  the  Province 
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of  Nova  Scotia.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  McNutt's  plan  should  go  beyond  his  present 
engagements,  it  must  be  submitted  to  your  Majesty  how  far  it  would  be  prudent 
in  the  present,  or  indeed  in  any  situation,  for  Government  to  permit,  or  at  least  to 
encourage,  any  further  migration  from  Ireland  of  great  numbers  of  the  most  loya] 
and  usefull  subjects  your  Majesty  has  in  that  Kingdom.  But  it  is  our  duty  at  the 
same  time  to  observe  that  the  eager  disposition  which  appears  in  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  to  migrate  into  the  American  Colonies  has  not  been  par- 
ticularly excited  by  the  prosecution  of  this  plan,  it  has  long  prevailed  amongst 
them,  and  Agents  are  continually  employed  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  under  whose 
directions  many  thousands  have  gone  over  from  the  North  of  Ireland  and  will 
(unless  measures  are  taken  to  restrain  them)  still  continue  to  go  over  upon  terms 
and  conditions  much  less  advantageous  to  themselves  and  to  the  Publick  than  those 
offered  on  the  part  of  Mr,  McNutt,  who  has  himself  indeed  upon  this  occasion  candidly 
and  ingenuously  confessed  that  if  he  is  not  suffered  to  proceed  in  his  plan  for  settling 
Nova  Scotia,  he  shall  endeavour  to  procure  Settlements  for  the  persons  he  has  engaged 
with  in  some  other  parts  of  America. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty,  whether  it  is 
not  both  just  and  reasonable  that  the  proposals  made  last  year  by  Mr.  McNutt 
should  be  confirmed  in  respect  of  all  such  engagements  as  he  has  already  made  and 
that  your  Majesty's  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  should  be  directed  by  Your  Majesty's 
order  in  Council  to  make  grants  to  the  persons  already  introduced  and  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  McNutt  of  those  lands  reserved  for  their  settlement  in  the  proportions 
and  upon  the  terms  stated  in  his  proposals  laid  before  your  Majesty  by  this  Board 
in  their  Representation  of  the  5th  of  March,  1761. 
All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted, 

Sandys, 
Some  Jenyns, 
Ed.  Eliot, 
Ed.  Bacon, 
John  Roberts. 
Whitehall,  April  8th,  1762. 
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./  thf  several  Townships  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  finl  day  of  January. 
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XI. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

The  Memorial  of  Alexander  McNutt,  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  did  present  a  Memorial  bearing  date  17  Aug't  last  re- 
questing redress  for  Injury  done  to  his  Brother  and  him  by  a  Privateer  from  the  Port 
of  Boston.  That  Thomas  Francis,  the  Master  of  the  said  Privateer  was  at  that  time 
in  Boston,  and  Mr.  Oliver,  one  of  the  owners,  went  with  your  Memorialist  to  the 
aforesaid  Francis'  house  and  found  several  of  the  Articles  in  his  possession  marked 
with  my  name. 

I  had  no  time  then  to  spare  for  taking  care  of  the  said  Articles  and  Mr.  Oliver 
assureing  me  that  he  would  not  only  take  Special  Care  of  what  was  there  found,  but 
use  every  Endeavor  to  find  more  before  my  return,  and  from  my  Application  to  the 
Honorable  Council  and  Mr.  Oliver's  promises  I  rested  Content. 

Upon  my  return  waited  upon  Mr.  Oliver  who  Informed  me  that  the  said  Francis 
had  Sailed  for  South  Carolina  and  had  carried  all  my  Articles  with  him;  this  I  must 
Confess  is  Treatment  very  Different  from  what  I  had  a  right  to  Expect.  That  the 
Villians  who  not  only  Robed  me  of  my  Property,  but  upon  my  resistance  Insulted  me 
with  blows,  should  be  permitted  to  escape  with  Impunity,  seems  very  Extraordinary 
— and  is  such  treatment  as  I  should  not  have  Expected  from  Either  the  Christian  or 
the  Gentleman,  and  what  makes  the  Case  still  worse,  that  I  cannot  be  permitted  to 
pass  and  repass  through  the  Country  Unmolested,  even  tho'  I  Injure  no  man,  for  on 
the  8th  Inst.,  I  was  Arrested  at  Salem  as  a  Doubtful  Character. 

How  I  can  be  Justly  Considered  in  a  Double  Capacity  and  treated  as  both  Whig 
and  tory  seems  a  Parradox  to  me.  I  have  always  spoke  my  sentiments  Clearly,  and 
would  have  readily  added  correspondent  Actions,  had  I  had  a  Call  in  Providence  so  to 
do,  being  well  Convinced  that  the  Cause  of  God  will  admit  of  no  Neuterallity,  and 
I  Challenge  even  Enmity  itself  to  produce  one  single  Instance  in  which  I  have  de- 
viated from  the  Resolves  of  Congress  since  1774. 

Before  I  left  Nova  Scotia  I  had  Sustained  a  Loss  in  my  Property  of  upwards  of 
Forty  Thousand  Pounds  Str.,  and  probably  much  more  since,  and  Dr.  Prince,  with 
others  of  like  kind  applied  to  Britain  for  my  lands  (and  of  consequence  for  my  Life) 
representing  me  as  disaffected,  which  application  was  supported  by  Govr  and  Council 
at  Halifax,  as  your  Memorialist  was  Informed.  The  Inference  I  would  make  is  that 
there  cannot  be  two  Contradictory  Rights  Equally  true  at  one  and  the  same  time; 
if  Dr.  Prince  with  Britain  Claimed  a  Right  to  Rob  and  plunder  McNutt  on  pretence 
of  his  being  a  Whig,  then  Certainly  the  Privateer  called  Congress  from  this  Port  had 
not  a  Right  to  Rob  me  as  a  tory — yet  so  it  is. — The  truth  is  neither  had  a  Right  to 
what  Providence  gave  me. 

Since  I  first  set  out  for  redress  have  travel'd  by  Land  and  Water,  on  foot  and  on 
Horseback  upwards  of  two  Thousand  Miles  and  have  Expended  above  five  Thousand 
Pounds,  and  above  thirteen  months  time  without  obtaining  the  least  redress.  I 
know  it  is  not  a  proper  time  for  individuals  to  give  unnecessary  trouble,  and  therefore 
shall  make  no  remarks  at  present  upon  the  treatment  I  have  received  but  leave  it  to 
the  Consideration  of  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

Alex'r.  McNutt. 
17  July,  1779. 
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